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Kabul vows to retaliate against attacks 

— Al^an F ? Id «" Mini5tcr Hidlyit Amin Analts Samrdjy 
.Smu!* 1100 , a P™ ir "V funher Cfoa-border smacks by Russian 
SrSfc^RSiS Tajtkisuo in the ncrifcw days 
*“'. an fora = protecting Ac Tajik border under an agreement 
SIu* ^ vcnuBe *« bombarded northern Afghanistan 

W *1? T * J,k . r J*r b raided * border post 00 July 13, killing 25 Russian 

MO^nU 1 S TSS. vUl f«i ri - M y» anacks kiEd or injured 
3OT people and displaced thousands. Afghanistan denies helping the 
Itar-Tass news agency quoted the Tajik embosy in 
Momot. as sayme the Tajik end Afghan leaden planned to meet this 
month after talks between their foreign ministers. No confirmation of this 
was immediately available in Kabul. Mr. ArsalU said m an imeview that 
the conflict between the pro-communist Tajik government and its Isl* 
opponents had overflowed into Afghanistan with the Russian »*»»-■ ■ -|f 
roey continue to attack us wc will have to retaliate,” he said "I have been 
invited for bilateral di s c ussion (in Tajikistan) and wc will start with that " 
(See related «ocy on page 8) 
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Crown Prince Hassan to visit Qatar 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan will 
visit Qatar for two days from Sunday, the official Qatari News 
Agency said Saturday. It said the visit showed Jordan and Qatar 
wanted to strengthen broihcriy ties. A Jordanian minister said last 
month that relations with most Gulf Arab states had improved 
since the Gulf war, though he saw no immediate prospect of 
better relations with Kuwait. The Crown Prince and Her Royal 
Highness Princess Sarvath Saturday returned to Amman after 
attending the funeral of King Baudouin of Belgium in Brussels. In 
a later dispatch, the Jordan News Agency, Petra, confirmed the 
visit and said it was being made in response to an invitation from 
Qatari Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa Ai Thani. 
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Reinterpretation, rather than change, 
of Election Law is under consideration 

But legal experts , even officials, are sceptical that it could be done 

■i 


By Nermeen Murad and Ayman Ai Safadi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 


AMMAN — Officials are ex- 
amining the possibility of using 
legal loopholes in the current 
Election Law to introduce the 
one-person-one-vote system in 
what is seen as a bid to evade 
confrontation with the opposition 



Taber Hfkmat: New interpreta- 
tion could be illegal 


over the constitutionality of intro- 
ducing a new law. 

Instead of amending or chang- 
ing the Election Law through a 
provisional legislation, thus in- 
curring the wrath of the opposi- 
tion, which has said it would 
contest any electoral change that 
is not passed by Parliament, the 
government may use administra- 
tive provisions to bring about the 
desired change. 

The current Election Law has 
been interpreted ro mean that 
voters have as many votes as the 
number of seats in their consti- 
tuencies, even though it does not 
state that directly. However, 
sources say, the government may 
offer a new interpretation of the 
law, to mean that voters can cast 
their ballot for only one candi- 
date. and enforce it through 
administrative orders. The gov- 
ernment has the legal authority to 
issue regulations explaining the 
provisions of laws. 

Political observers say thai by 
effecting the change without 
issuing a temporary law, the gov- 



Salameh Ham mad: No specific 
proposals 

eminent hopes to preempt 
attempts by the opposition to 
contest its decision m court if it 
decided to chance the legislation. 

Minister of Interior Salamch 
Hammad said Sunday that he was 
not aware of plans to use adminis- 
trative instruments to change the 
meaning of the law but did not 
rule out that “others" might be 
examining that possibility. He did 


Salem Maasadcfa: No pofl under 
contwtaMe law 

not elaborate, nor was it im- 
mediately known what was meant 
by the statement. 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times last week that the 
government has presented His 
Majesty King Hussein with a 
draft legislation that mainly prop- 
oses replacing the current bloc 
voting system with the one- 
person-one-vote formula. 


Bui Mr. Hammad reiterated 
earlier government assurances 
that no final decision on the law 
had been made and the Cabinet 
had not yet discussed the issue. 

“This subject has not been 
by the Cabinet yet... 
other sides than the Ministry of 
Interior might be (discussing) the 
matter but as far as I know there 
is no such ‘project’ or any discus- 
sion of it," Mr. Hammad told a 
press conference Saturday. 

Legal experts say it would be 
illegal for the government to offer 
a new interpretation of the law 
since such a move would render 
unconstitutional the election of 
parliaments based upon this leg- 
islation and all legislation enacted 
by them would have to be nulli- 
fied. 

“The law has been interpreted 
to mean that voters have as many 
votes as the number of seats in 
their constituencies. Any attempt 
to interpret the law differently 
would be illegal," prominent 
lawyer Taher Hikroat told the 

(Continued on page 10) 

134 mHUoo voters registered, 
P*8* 3 


One-person-one-vote seen to benefit independent traditionalists 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — If a one-penon- 
one-voie formula for the Nov. 
8 elections is adopted by the 
government of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AI Majali, it may 
tip the political scales of the 
next Lower House of Parlia- 
ment in favour of independent 
traditional candidates and 
rway from the Islamic Action 
QVDnt (IAF) and leftist coali- 
tions, many analysts and obser- 
vers believe. 

Sources from the different 
political parties in the country 
expect that their candidates 
stand to lose from the prop- 
osed change to the law since 
their voters would be able to 
cast only one vote for a party 
candidate and would not be 
able to double or triple the 
weight of that vote as was 
practised in the 1989 elections.- 

In 1989, most voters were 
able to cast their votes in 
favour of up to nine, say in 
Irbid, and five and four in 
other governorai.es . This in 
effect meant that many voters 
were able to cast a ballot in 


favour of their tribal r* 
sedative and another for 
political candidate as well as 
other votes for candidates 
associated with either candi- 
dates of their preference. 

Other more politically- 
committed voters might have 
cast their ballots in favour of 
ail the political candidates of 
their party in that district This 
served the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement in particular 
in 1989 since it was the only 
organised and legalised party 
at the time. 

According to the calcula- 
tions of IAF sources, the 
movement could secure 15 
seats — eight less than what 
they had in the Utb Parliament 
— in the upcoming elections if 
districts remained unchanged 
and voters are permitted to 
cast only one ballot. 

Leftists, putting on a brave 
face, publicly predict that they 
would be able to win 12 seats 
including “liberal indepen- 
dents. ” However, other inde- 
pendent predictions fault this 


calculation bv maintaining that 
the leftists’ divisions would de- 
crease their chances of winning 
any scats. ..... 

The only force, if it can be 
called that, which is said to - 
stand to gain from the amend- 
ments is the more conservative 
tribal bloc that would seek the 
support of mainstream Palesti- 
nians in districts that house 


refugee ramps. 


Palestinian vote, 
however, could not be 
assumed to be one bloc vote in 
itself. It might easily divide 
itself between support for the 
Islamist trend, the leftist 
Palestinian factions and main- 
stream Fateh. Most analysts 
expect that Fateh supporters 
would take a more active role 
in the upcoming elections — 
than they had in 1989 when 
they in effect stayed away from 
the polling booths — but 
would opt to support existing 
candidates who already enjoy 
considerable support from 
their own tribes. 

The make-up of the 12th 
Parliament, however, could 
actually follow a different pat- 
tern of formulation than pre- 
dicted above. Four other. 


equally informed .sources, 
place little confidence in Islam- 
ist claims that they would only 
win 15 sea ts as a resul t of the 
changes. These sources main- 
tain that the change may not 
necessarily mean instant gains 
for the tribal representatives. 

Analysts from all shades of 
opinion in fret believe that the 
Islamists are deliberately pub- 
licising their likely “losses" in 
order to conceal their real 
strength among the other poli- 
tical forces and tribal coali- 
tions. The Islamists, or those 
among them, who predict the 
winning of 15 seats, say they 
may be able to win a few more 
if a larger number of candi- 
dates from the same tribes, 
decide to contest the elections, 
thus breaking up the family 
consensus. 

It is this particular point that 
in fact is leading some 
analysts to predict problems 
for tribal candidates. Without 
the pressure of having to se- 
cure a large percentage of the 
votes, tribal consensus behind 
one candidate could be broken 
by other members who feel 
that they have equal chances of 
winning under the one-person- 


one-vote system. 

Another fear that traditional 
alliances between different 
tribes in one district might col- 
lapse because each tribe would 
want to elect its own mem- 
bers rather than another candi- 
date from an allied tribe. 

According to usually well- 
informed sources, those Islam- 
ist deputies who are most likely 
to hold on to their seats, or be 
elected for the first time, if the 
new system is introduced are: 

First District; Abdul Aziz Ja- 
ber 

Second District: Abdul 

Munem Abu Zant 

Fifth District: Daoud Kojak, 

Hammam Sa'id 

Irbid: Ahmad Kofahi, Abdul 

Rahim Akour 

Karak: Adnan Majali or 
Abdullah Majali 
Zarqa: Tfadb Anis, Bassara AI 
Emoush 

Balqa: Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
Mohammad Owedah 
Taffleh: Abdullah Akaileh 

They also predict that their 
candidates in both the sixth 
district and Maan would win 
but they were yet unnamed. 


U.S. refuses Jordan’s F-5 
Indonesia, releases $50m 


sale to 
in aid 


By P.V. Vlvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 
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AMMAN — Jordanian offi- 
cials Saturday declined com- 
ment on a reported rejection 
by the U.S. government of 
Jordan's request for permis- 
sion to sell American-made F-S 
planes to Indonesia, but in- 
formed sources said the U.S. 
move came as no surprise. 

At the same time, the 
sources also confirmed that 
Washington had released S50 
million in frozen assistance to 
Jordan for fiscal year 1993 af- 
ter formal procedures related 
to clearance from Congress 
were completed. 

According to the sources, 
the rejection of the F-5 deal 
was partly based on Washing- 
ton's concern for the human 
rights record of Indonesia and 
.that it had no bearing on U.S.- 
■Jordanian relations. 

“We knew we were heading 
into trouble in Congress over 
the proposed sale since 
Washington was citing human 
rights concerns," said an in- 
formed Jordanian source. “But 
Our counter-argument bad 
been that {iow much human 
rights can anyone violate with 
9ft-S planes." 

The source, who spoke to 
foe Jordan Times on condition 
of anonymity, said foe King- 


dom filed its request to 
Washington for permission to 
sell up to four American-built 
F-5s to Indonesia earlier this 
year. One of the preconditions 
of the origin ai American sales 
of the jets to Jordan was that 
the Kingdom would not resell 
them without Washington's 
approval. 

The deal is estimated to be 
worth S25 million. 

Jordan is modernising its 
armed forces and is seeking to 
update some of military equip- 
ment. 

According to an unidentified 
State Department official 
quoted by Reuters, “the com- 
bination of a number of sensi- 
tive issues in this case made 
approval -impossible... includ- 
ing human rights concerns in 
Indonesia." 

No indication was available 
on any other considerations, 
however. 

But the American official 
was also quoted as saying the 
department did not consider 
foe decision a precedent and 
that Jordan and Indonesia 
could be considered favourably 
for transfers of U.S.-built arms 
at another time. 

“Jordan, for no fault of its 
own, seems to have been 
caught up in foe running con- 
flict between Indonesia and foe 
U.S. over human rights," said 
a diplomatic source, noting 


that foe U.S. suspended some 
military cooperation with 
Jakarta in 1991 after an inci- 
dent where Indonesian security 
forces opened fire on a crowd 
of mourners. 

U.S. Presidnet Bill Clinton 
last month raised concerns ab- 
out the human rights situation 
in East Timor, a former Portu- 
guese colony taken over by 
Indonesia. 

Jakarta counters charges of 
human rights violations by in- 
sisting that it should not be 
judged by Western principles 
and ideals. It says the stability 
and prosperity of society as a 
whole is as important as the 
rights of individuals. 

In a dispatch from Jakarta, 
Reuters Saturday quoted a 
Ministry of Defence official as 
saying that the government 
had not received formal noti- 
fication of Washington’s rejec- 
tion of foe reported Jordanian- 
Indonesian deal. 

“As in the past, we will try 
not to depend on one party 
only," the official was quoted 
as saying. “If it (American 
rejection of foe proposed sale) 
happens, we will make another 
effort." 

No immediate comment was 
available from foe Indonesian 
embassy in Amman. 

Senior Jordanian officials 
contacted by the Jordan Times 
declined comment on the 


affair. 

“It is an American- 
Indonesian affair and I have to 
comment on it,” said a senior 
member in foe government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
AI Majali. 

Meanwhile, other sources 
said formalities related to the 
release of $50 million in econo- 
mic aid and military assistance 
fo Jordan had been completed 
m Washington. 

“We have finalised foe de- 
tails regarding all outstanding 
aid for fiscal 1992, totalling 
about $50 million," said one 
source. 

The source said the adminis- 
tration has to provide certain 
certification to Congress be- 
fore aid for fiscal 1993 could be 
released. 

The certifications relate to 
Jordan’s enforcement of the 
sanctions against Iraq and the 
Kingdom's contribution to the 
Middle East peace process. 

American aid to Jordan for 
1993 totals $56.8 million com- 
prising of $15 million in econo- 
mic support funds, $30 million 
in food assistance, and $10.8 
million in military aid. 

The administration has allo- 
cated $19 million — $10 mil- 
lion in economic support funds 
and $9 million in military 
assistance — to Jordan for 
fiscal 1994. 


Kuwait wants 
to gift 3 
Boeings to 
Syria but 
Washington 
may say no 

By Robert Keatley 

The Waff Street Journal 

KUWAIT, grateful for Syria’s 
support in foe war against Iraq, 
no longer needs some older 
airliners. So it wants to donate 
three Boeing 727s to Damas- 
cus. 

The donation would help 
nudge open a cloistered Syrian 
society and might even prom- 
ote foe cause of political mod- 
eration. And wealfoy Kuwait 
gains goodwill for its generos- 
ity... Everyone gains. 

Enter the U.S. State Depart- 
ment, which may scuttle the 
arrangement. 

Under U.S. law, because 
these aging planes incorporate 
more-or-less modern Amer- 
ican technology, not just any- 
one can have them, even as 
giveaways from others. And 
because Syria is on an official 
American list of countries 
which support international 
“terrorists," it is among foe 
Ineligible unless Washington 
specifically rules otherwise. In 
this ease, after two months of 
pondering, the State Depart- 
ment has not made up its mind. 



HOMAGE TO KING BAUDOUIN: Their Royal 
Highnesses Crown Prince Hawn and Prfacess 
Sarvath Saturday participate In the funeral of King 
Baudouin of BeJg^nm in Brunch (see page 10). 


Others in the picture include; Crown Prince Sfdl 
Mohammad of Morocco (left), Burundi President j 
Mdchofa- Ndadaye (centre-right) and his wife 
Kanyamuneza (AFP photo) 


Majali says his government 
is keen to serve the citizens 

Prime minister urges public to write to officials 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam AI Majali told a 
large group of businessmen 
Saturday night that people should 
participate m decision making by 
writing to ministers and govern- 
ment officials whatever recom- 
mendations they might have or 
adjustments they deem neces- 
sary. 

Addressing the eighth session 
of the monthly gathering orga- 
nised by foe Jordanian Business- 
men Association at foe Jordan 
In ter. Continental Hotel, Dr. Ma- 
jali told the elite group of public 
and private sector personalities 
that a flow of letters with de- 
mands, recommendations and 
objections would weigh upon a 
minister or a government official 
to force him to examine foe issues 
raised. 

“How can we improve the sys- 
tem and update the performance 
if people don't participate but 
only sit to judge foe performance 



Abdul Salam AI Mqjali 

of an authority?." Dr. Majali 
asked. 

The prune minister emphasised 
that the government sees its role 
as that of service and not of 
authoritarianism. 

He explained that foe Council 
of Ministers meets twee a week 
at 8 a.m. not to review papers or 


approve document’s but to talk in 
general so as the ministers know 
exactly bow foe work flows at and 
in-between their ministries and to 
seek the best possible solutions to 
bottlenecks and other routine 
complications. 

Dr. Majali revealed that during 
Saturday’s Cabinet session, a de- 
cision was taken to change what- 
ever regulations requiring the 
approval of foe Council of Minis- 
ters to be tied only to foe key 
responsible person — the minis- 
ter or the prime minister, if need 
be. 

The prime minister outlined 
various steps foe government has 
taken to push economic develop- 
ment in foe Kingdom and refer- 
red to his instructions to revive 
the Economic Consultative 
Council. 

He mentioned foe need to up- 
date various legislation but, at the 
same time, he said foe peisormel 
implementing the legislation 

(Continued on page 10) 


Lebanese army poised 
to deploy in south 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Lebanese troops will start de- 
ploying in frontlines in the south 
in 48 hours, senior political 
sources said Saturday. 

The army command bad com- 
pleted final preparations for the 
deployment of thousands of 
troops in 70 villages in an area 
policed by U.N. peacekeepers, 
foe sources told Reuters. 

The Lebanese government last 
week ordered the army into vil- 
lages facing Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” after a U.S.- 
mediated ceasefire halted a week- 
long Israeli air and artillery bom- 
bardment of foe south. 

The sources said the deploy- 
ment was aimed at maintaining 
security in villages used by pro- 
Iranian Hnbollah (Party of God) 
guerrillas to attack Israeli forces 
in the zone. 

Lebanese officials, who say re- 
sistance to the Israeli occupation 
of South Lebanon is legitimate, 
have said the army would not 
disarm foe guerrillas or stop them 
from attacking Israeli forces. 

Lebanese Defence Minister 
Mohsen Dallul travelled to 
Damascus to consult with leaders 
of Syria, the main foreign power 
broker in Lebanon, about plans 
to deploy foe army in areas from 
where foe guerrillas launched 
attacks on Israel. 

Syria was convinced particular- 
ly by pariiamentry leader Nabih 
Bern about the need for foe 
deployment," a colleague of Mr. 
Beni’s said. 

Mr. Beni beads the pro-Syrian 
Amal movement, which rivals 
Hizbollah for influence among 
the Shi’ite Muslims of South 
Lebanon. 

“The suffering the people en- 
dured under a week of Israeli 
bombardment must lead to some- 
thing. Lebanon cannot just be 
happy with a ceasefire and turn 


the page as if nothing happened," 
a source dose to the government 
said. 

Mr. Dallul Friday asked foe 
army’s commander-in-chief to 
have his forces prepare to deploy 
in areas patrolled by United Na- 
tio ns Int erim Forces In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) but where Hizbollah 
guerrillas also operate. 

Security officials said Saturday 
that hundreds of South Lebanese 
villagers protested against the 
■guerrilla rocket attacks which led 
to the Israeli assault. 

Residents of Qlaileh, Hin- 
niyeb, Manesuri and Issiyeh 
blocked the main road on Friday 
between th e por t of Tyre and 
Naqura, UNIFIL headquarters, 
chanting: “No to Katyusha rocket 
attacks from our villages, yes to 
the deployment of foe Lebanese 
army." 

The protesters refused to go 
back to their villages and have 
moved in to half-built apartment 
blocks, foe officials said. 

The outskirts of their villages 
were bombarded by Israel’s pro- 
xy South Lebanon Army (SLA)' 
after guerrillas fired seven rock- 
ets at foe SLA in Israel’s self- 
declared “security zone" Thurs- 
day and Friday. - 

Beirut announced foe planned 
deployment of troops in foe south 
on Monday, two days after Israel 
stopped its blitz on foe “under- 
standing” that Syria and Lebanon 
would pressure Hizbollah to stop 
rocket attacks on northern Israel. 

Israel and the United States 
have both welcomed the planned 
deployment. 

Officials have not said whether 
the move, agreed to by U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali, 
was part of the deal to end the 
fighting. 

A source close to the govern- 
ment here said Beirut wants to 
“strike when foe iron is hot and 
exploit the chaos among foe peo- 
ple who see foe Lebanese army as, 
their saviour." 


Hamas 

claims 

attacks 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Islamic Resistance 
Movement Hamas carried out an 
attack that left two Israeli soldiers 
and a Palestinian dead, a caller 
claiming to belong to the move- 
ment said Saturday. 

Ezzedin AJ Kassam, the armed 
wing of Hamas, carried out Fri- 
day’s attack on the soldiers near 
the occupied West Bank village 
of Beir Ballut, foe anonymous 
caller told an international news 
agency here. 

Two soldiers were killed by the 
attackers, while a third soldier 
returned fire, killing one of the 
guerrillas. Another attacker was 
raptured, while a third fled in a 
car. 

General Schmuel Arad, the 
head of operations for the chief of 
staff, said earlier that he believed 
Hamas was behind foe attack. 

Deputy Defence Minister Mot- 
ta Gut told Israeli radio mean- 
while that attacks against Israelis 
in foe occupied territories would 
increase with progress in foe Mid- 
dle East peace talks, which are 
opposed by Hamas and other 
fundamentalist groups. 

“We are going to witness a 
wave of attacks against civilians 
and soldiers in the (occupied) 
territories as the peace process 
advances,” Mr. Gur said. 

"This situation forces us to 
rethink our methods for curbing 
attacks, although some have 
already been improved,” he said, 
without elaborating. 

The body of another Israeli 
soldier was found Friday. He had 
been kidnapped and killed while 
hitch-hiking on the West Bank. 

The Islamic Jihad in Palestine 
Saturday claimed responsibility 
for an attack in which two Israeli 
soldiers were injured on foe occu- 
pied West Bank. 
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Somali clan elders 


sign peace accord 


KISMAYU (Agencies) — Jubi- 
lant elders from some 20 Somali 
clans have signed a United 
Nations-brokered peace accord, 
urging rival militias in the south 
of .the country to disarm and 
cooperate with U.N. peacekeep- 
ers. 

But neither of the two main 
militias at whom the agreement 
was directed were represented at 
the formal signing ceremony in 
the southern port of Kismayu. 

“We have to forgive and forget 
the past. This is the first step 
towards peace. We must continue 
until we rebuild our nation.'' said 
Aden Abdullah Osman, the 
country’s first president at inde- 
pendence in 1960, who also 
attended. 

The elders are the traditional 
arbiters of disputes in Somalia 
arid the U.N. is keen to enhance 
their authority as a counterweight 
to the warlords holding the coun- 
try to ransom. 

Some 154 clan elders from 
Somalia's southern Jnba region, 
one of the worst-hit by three 
years of brutal clan feuding, 
turned out for the formal cere- 
mony at .Kismayu airport. 

Mogadishu ■ warlord Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad, and the head of the 
U.N. in Somalia, retired U.S. 
Admiral Jonathan Howe, 
attended. 

But faction leader Colonel 
. Omar Jess, deputy to Mogadishu 
warlord Mohammad Farab 
Aideed, and his blood rival 
General Mohammad Said Hersi 
“Morgan” were nowhere to be 
seen. 


Mr. Ali Mahdi is General 
Aideed's arch-enemy. Political 
analysts said his presence at the 
Kismayu ceremony was a risky 
move on the U.N.’s part and 
would align the world body with 
his clan faction in the eyes of 
Aideed supporters. 

“This conference is an example 
' of bow Somalis should resolve 
their problems,” Mr. AH Mahdi 
said. “Let us help the U.N. to 
help us rebuild our nation, a* 
nation devoid of hatred, clan 
differences and war.”. 

Adm. Howe, applauded by 
hundreds of Somalis packing a 
bombed-ont hangar to witness 
the ceremony at Kismayu airport, 
urged those present to respect the 
Kismayu accord. 

“You must concentrate on dis- 
arming and restoring law and 
order in your land. You must use 
the mechanisms ^ou have estab- 
lished to allow you to resolve 
property and disputes and to live 
■together again in peace as good’ 
neighbours,” he said. 

Outride, hundreds of Somalis 
chanted and sang peace’ songs- 
Some carried placards of support 
for “Morgan.” 

Feuding warlords led Somalia 
into anarchy and famine after 
rebels overthrew dictator 
Mohammad Siad Barre m Janu- 
ary 1991. 

The agreement follows over a 
month of U.N.-sponsored nego- 
tiations between the elders, who 
traditionally negotiated peace in 
feuds, over grazing and water 
rights for nomadic herds by 
agreeing compensation in the 


form of blood money. 

But it was not dear how much 
control they had over the aimed 
faction fighters who have become 
a law into themselves. 

The U.N. brokered two rounds 
of peace talks between the fac- 
tions earlier this year, but ethnic 
tensions are still high. 

Col. Jess, whose faction is 
dominated by the small Moham- 
' mad Zubeir clan, is opposed to a 
coalition of dans from the Darod 
dan family. 

Gen. “Morgan”, Mr. Siad Bar- 
re’s son-in-law and former de- 
fence minister, has loose control 
over the Darod fighters. 

The banks of the Juba River 
that runs into the Indian Ocean 
dose' to Kismayu are among the 
most fertile lands in Somalia and 
many farmers from the peaceful 
local clans were evicted by war- 
like invaders from other dans in 
1991. 

The clan eiders’ accord calls for 
the restoration of all stolen prop- 
erty and for free movement in the 
region. 
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A one-legged Somali boy and Ms wbeek&afr-ridden 
father watch the queue at a Saadi-Istamk food 


distribution centre on the green line dividing the 
Somafi capital (AFP photo) 


Internal U.N. dispute 


An attack by U.N. forces last 
month on a villa occupied by 
Aideed supporters has drawn 
sharp criticism from within the 
United Nations. 

The July 12 raid “raises impor- 
tant legal, and human rights 
issues.” the Justice Division of 
the U.N. Operation in Somalia 
(UNOSOM) said a memorandum 
leaked to reporters in Nairobi. 

The memo was addressed to 


Adm. Howe, who heads UN- 
OSOM as the special representa- 
tive of the U.N. secretary- 
general. 

'Adm. Howe has repeatedly de- 
fended the daylight helicopter 
and ground assault bn the villa in 
Mogadishu, the Somali capital, 
that the International Red Cross 
says tolled 54 people. 

Adm. Howe contends that 
Gen. Aideed's “council of war” 
was meeting inside the building 
and that fewer than 20 people 
died. 

Supporters, of Gen. Aideed’s 
Somali National Alliance (SNA), 
a dan-based political organisa- 
tion, say the meeting was a 
gathering of politicians and dan 
elders, not a war council. 

■ Four journalists were killed by 
an enraged mob when they vi- 
sited the scene shortly after the 


attack. 


The memo to Adm. Howe 
from his dwn justice division 
asked whether the U.N. Security 
Council had authorised such an 
attack. 

The memo also questioned 
whether U.N. forces should use 
military tactics that are more 
likely to kill people than success- 
fully detain suspects. 

“In essence,” the memo said, 
“the question is whether the 
U.N. should hold itself to a high- 
er standard of conduct towards 
the dviUan population it has been 
asked to assist than the standard 


of conduct” some peacekeeping 
forces would use in their own 


countries. 

The memo noted that some of 
the more than two dozen nations 
that have contributed troops to 
the U.N. force in Somalia “have 


varying levels of actions they 
consider appropriate and accept- 
able in dealing with Chilians in 
their own countries." 

The . memo said the attack 
heightened hostility to the United 
Nations among Somalis and in- 
creased the danger to unpro- 
tected personnel of the United 
Nations, charitable organisations 
and the media. 

The assauir has led to escalated 
attacks on U.N. military forces in 
the past month. Seven U.S. sol- 
diers have been wounded by 
SomaH gunmen in just the past 
week- " 

Gen. Aideed has been held 
-responsible by the United Na- 
tions for a series of ambushes on 
June 5 that killed 24 Pakistani 
peacekeepers. Adm. Howe has 
ordered his arrest and put a 
$25,000 reward on his head. 


UAE marks anniversary 


of its unity architect 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

-on Friday marked 27 years of 
the accession to the throne by its 
ruler Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan, who unified 
seven impoverished sheikh- 
doms into a prosperous state. 

More than two million flags • 
and lamps adorned the streets 
and the country’s rulers »*- 
marked the occasion with 
pledges to stick to the merger 
that has survived several set- 
backs during its 22-year life.. 

Sheikh Zayed, whose nam^ 

■hit world headlines over the 
collapse of the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI), took over as ruler of 
Abu Dhabi on Aug. 6, 1966, 
after a tribal decision found his 
elder brother. Sheikh Shakhb- 
out, unfit to rule. 

He is credited with steering 
the formerly impoverished 
Gulf sheikhdoms into a lasting 
unity just after Britain ended 
its presence in the region in 
1971. 

When Britain quit the re- 
gion, ending more than 150 
years of colonial rule. Sheikh 
Zayed began to shuttle be- 
tween the six neighbouring 
sheikhdoms and after a few 
weeks of intensive contacts, he 
succeeded in creating a new 
state. 


On Dec. 2. 1971, Abu Dha- 
bi, Dubai, Sharjah. Ajman, 
Fujeirah and Umm AI Qaiwain 
agreed to merge into a federa- 
tion. A year later, Ras AJ 
Khaimah, which overlooks the 
strategic Hormuz Straits, 
joined the union. 

The UAE is still run by an 
interim constitution, under 
which Sheikh Zayed was 
reelected president for the 
fourth term in 1991 and Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai, the largest 
members of the federation, 
control the key federal cabinet 
posts. 

Born in 1917. Sheikh Zayed 


rook over when oil had just 
been discovered, and money 
started to flow into his coffers. 
He used the wealth to trans- 
form the small desert oases 
into one of the most modern 
states in the Middle East. 

The UAE now has one of 
the highest . per capita incom- 
es in the world, standing at 
518,000. Its economy is one of 
the fastest with the gross 
domestic product jumping to 
$35 billion in 1992 from $1.4 
billion in 1971. 

Before oil was discovered, 
the UAE depended on fishing 
and pearling. But it suffered 
from its worst economic set- 
back in the early 1930s, when 
the world pearl market col- 
lapsed after Japan invented 
cultured pearls. 

Ironically. Japan is now one 
of the main contributors to the 
UAE’s riches as it spends more 
than $6 billion a year on oil and 
gas. 

Only Abu Dhabi and Dubai 
produce oil while the other 
emirates depend mainly on the 
federal budget and other 
allocations from the wealthier 
members. Abu. Dhabi and 
Dubai also control most of the 
levers of political power in the 
emirates. Diplomats cite this as 
the main factor for the survival 
of the federation. 

“I do not see any reason why 
the union should collapse like 
other Arab merger experi- 
ments when the majority mem- 
bers are benefitting,” an Arab 
diplomat said. “What also 
helps is the strong similarity in 
their traditions and their close 
relationship before the federa- 
tion.” 

The merger of the seven 
emirates is the longest unity 
experiment in the Arab World. 
Other unions, such as the Un- 
ited Arab Republic formed by 
Egypt and Syria between 1958 
and 1961, collapsed just a few 
years after they were estab- 
lished. 


Rafsanjani 
to change 6 
ministers 


TEHRAN (R) — I ranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hashetxti Rafsanjani 
is expected to change six cabinet 
ministers on Sunday, including 
defence and interior; Iranian 
radio reported on Saturday. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, 58, was sworn 
in for his second term as presi- 
dent on Wednesday. 

The official Iranian News 
Agency (IRNA) quoted reliable 
sources as saying he would soon 
change the ministers of defence, 
interior, commerce, housing and 
health. 

But Tehran Radio, quoting in- 
formed sources, said “six new 
ministers are expected to be on 
the president’s list to be given to 
the Majlis.” 

The six also included the road 
and transport minister, it said. 

Neither the radio nor IRNA 
mentioned any expected changes 
in the Oil Mtnikry, currently 
headed by Gbolamreza 
Aqazadeh. Iran is the second 
largest producer in the 12-nation 
Or g a ni s ati on of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC). 

- IRNA said Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ali Mohammad Beshar- 
ati, who for years has been in- 
volved in Tehran's efforts to ease 
often tense ties with its Golf Arab 
neighbours, was expected to be- 
come interior minister. 


Lebanese kidnapper returns home 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Abbas 
Hamadi, the only man ever 
arrested for kidnapping Wester- 
ners in Lebanon, returned a free 
man to Beirut from a German jail 
Friday and was whisked off to a 
family reunion. 

A convoy carrying officials of 
the pro-Iranian movement Hiz- 
bollah and members of the 
Hamadi family left Beirut airport 
at high speed about 30 minutes 
after a scheduled flight with Mr. 
Abbas- aboard arrived from 
Frankfurt. 

The convoy included Mr. 
Abbas's father Ali, who was smil- 
ing, and his elder brother Abdul 
Hadi. Hizbollah's security chief. 

Police at the airport stopped 
journalists seeing 34-year-old 
Abbas, deported by Germany on 
Friday after serving half his 13- 


and Mr. Kemptner in June 1992 
capped months of United Na- 
tions-Ied negotiations to free all 
the Western hostages kidnapped 
in Lebanon in the 1980s. 

The United States offered 
thousands of dollars for informa- 
tion leading to the arrest of peo- 
ple who kidnapped Americans in 
Lebanon but none have been 
apprehended. Most of thpse who 
kidnapped westerners were link- 
ed to Hizbollah. 

The.-time: Mr. Abbas spent in 
jail, six and alialf years mclucfihg 
time spent on remand before 
trial, is the minimum required 
under German law. 


year prison term for kidnapping 
two German businessmen. 


It said a former governor of 
Khuzestan Province, General 
Mohammad Farouzandeb, would 
be nominated to replace current 
Defence and Armed Forces 
Logistics Minister Akbar Torak. 

Iran, starved of spare parts for 
its Western military hardware 
purchased before the 1979 Isla- 
mic revolution, has embarked on 
an ambitious rearmament prog- 
ramme since the end of its 1980- 
88 war with Iraq. 

It has since concluded several 
huge deals inducting the purchase 
of Russian fighter jets and three 
submarines. 


He was later taken to a hospital 
in Beirut's southern suburbs, a 
bastion of .HuhoUah (Party of 
God) for a checkup. 

He became angry when Hizbol- 
lah members stopped photo- 
graphers taking pictures of him 
and said they should be allowed 
to do so. 

Mr. Abbas, a Shiite Muslim, 
was jailed in 1988 for kidnap- 
ping businessmen Rudolf Cordes 
ana Alfred Schmidt in Beirut in 
1987 in an attempt to win free- 
dom for his younger brother, 
Mohammad Ali, who is serving 
life in Germany for kidnapping 
and murder. 


German justice officials say 
there are no plans to release 
Mohammad Ali, who was jailed 
in 1989 for hijacking a TWA 
plane to Beirut in 1985. A U.S. 
diver was killed on the plane. 

Mohammad Ali, 29, must serve 
at least 15 years before he is 
eligible for parole. 

Journalists canght up with 
Hamadi at Hizbollah's Great 
Prophet Mosque near the airport, 
where his mother and other fami- 
ly members were waiting for him. 

AJi and Fatima Hamadi hugged 
thejr son, tears streaming down 
their faces. His German wife, 
wearing a scarf, followed them 


into the mosoue. 

Mr. Hamadi then recited the 


The two businessmen were la- 
ter released unharmed. 


Family supporters seized Ger- 
man aid workers Thomas Kemp- 


tner and Heinrich Struebig in 
southern Lebanon in May 1989 in 
an attempt to force the release of 
both Hamadi brothers. 

Mr. Kemptner and Mr. 
Struebig were freed in June 1992 
after more than three years of 
confinement. Germany insists no 
deal was made with the kidnap- 
pers but it reunited the two 
brothers in Saarbniecken- prison 
in what it called a humanitarian 
gesture. 

• The release of Mr. Struebig 


first verse of The Koran before 
shaking hands with all eight par- 
liament members of Hizbollah. 

The reunion lasted about 10 . 
minutes after which Mr. Hamadi 
left with his family to an undeter- 
mined destination. 

A police officer, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Mr. 
Hamadi is not wanted on any 
charge in Lebanon. 

The government issued an 
amnesty in 1991 for crimes commit- 
ted during Lebanon’s 1975-1990 
civil war and is expected to re- 
solve shortly whether this amnes- 
ty covered Mr. Hamadi. 

Mr. Hamadi is believed to have 
headed either to Abdul Hadi's 
btfuse in south Beirut or straight 
to his parents’ home in the village 
of Sowwaneh in south Lebanon. 

Mr. Hamadi figured in one of 


the most spectacular affairs to hit 
Germany in years. 

Mr. Hamadi was arrested Jan. 
26, 1987 at Frankfurt airport, 
where bis brother Mohammad 
Ali Hamadi was taken into cus- 
tody 13 days earlier. 

A Duesseldorf court sentenced 
him to 13 years for the capture of 
Mr. Cordes and Mr. Schmidt in 
January 1987. Both were released 
mozkths later. 

The abduction was designed to 
barter the two Germa^hcsiages 
for the- freedom of his brother 
Mohammad Ali, who was sent- 
enced in May 1987 to life impris- 
onment for the 1985 hijacking. 

There has been widespread 
speculation that Mr. Abbas was 
freed as part of a deal with the 
Bonn government that led to the 
release of German hostages in 
Lebanon. 

But Federal Justice Minister 
Sabine Leutheuser-Schnar- 
renberger told German national 
television Friday “there was no 
deal,” repeating the govern- 
ment’s long-standing denial of the 
speculation. 

Though not eligible for parole. 
Mr. Abbas was given early re- 
lease under a law that permits a 
foreigner to be set free and im- 
mediately deported. 

Abbas Hamadi, a Hizbollah 
member, left the maximum- 
security penitentiary in the far 
western state of Saarland at 7:30 
a.m. (5:30 GMT) in a police 
convoy headed for Frankfurt air- 
port. Two members of the Ger- 
man border police escorted him 
onto the MEA airliner that took 
off at 3 p.m. (1300 GMT). 

The United States had deman- 
ded Mohammad’s extradition. 
However, the Bonn government 
refused on the grounds that the 
country’s law bans handing over 
defendants to countries where 
they could face die death penalty. 

Washington has no direct in- 
terest in Abbas Hamadi but has 
been watching the case because 
his brother killed a U.S. 
citizen. 

Iran intervened strongly with 
Germany in an attempt to gain 
the release of both Hamadi 
brothers. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Gunmen steal explosives from Cairo stores 


CAIRO (AFP) — Aimed men stole two truckloads ofexpi oaves 

froma warehouse north of the Egyptian capital arnd growing , 

concern over Islamic militant bombings, police said. Six guarani 

late Friday broke into a quarry company s warehouse mAg 

Zaabal, 30 kilometres north of here, and “seizeda 

material used to make explosives as well asl,(XX) mettes offe^ 

police said. They shot a guard twice in the shoulder m he 

stop them. Security services detained several people for question^ 

ing; but it was not dear if the inddent was carn«ioatby Iriatmc 

militants blamed for a series of fatal bombmgs *0 

came two days after police arrested 30 militants in the the same- 


region. 


Turkey seizes 1-4 tonnes of hashish 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish security forces have seized 1,354 
kilogrammes' of hashish in southeast Turicey and arrested fiye 
- «ple, Anatolian news agency said. It said the street value of The 
tul, confiscated on Wednesday , was $1.1 million. 


Protest in Chad after civilians slain 


N'DJAMENA (R) — At least one demonstrator was killed m die 
town of Abeche in eastern Chad Friday when angry residents 
rioted in protest at the slaying of scores of civilians on Wednesday, 
government sources said. They said hundreds of protesters sacked 
the police and customs stations and looted bars. Security force* 
shot dead at least one person and wounded five, the sources said: in 
the captial N’djamena. According to the latest official death toll, 64 
civilians were killed and 80 wounded on Wednesday m a village 
about 100 kilometres from Abeche. The government blamed “a 
group of armed men” without saying whether they were soldiers or 
rebels, it sent a commission of inquiry to the area, close to me 
border with Sudan. Chad's human rights league said in; a 
statement on Thursday that 68 civilians were killed when armed 
men attacked them at a crowded weekly market. : - 


Four Iranians flee Cyprus prison 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus police were searching on Saturday ior 
four young Iranians who escaped from Nicosia’s central prison one 
day before they were to be deported. “We believe they are still pn. 
the island and we are going to.get them. We are amazed atWw 
they managed to escape," a police spokesman told Reuters, locy 
must have left sometime on Friday afternoon before dinner tunc. 
They were to be sent home today. Their visas had expired, he 
added. The four were arrested on Tuesday. Police could not * 
they were students or guest workers. Four prison guards 
detained after the escape. 


Kuwait to sign defence pact with Russia 


KUWAIT (AP) — Kuwait will sign a defence pact with Russia next 
month. Defence Minister Sheikh Ali Ai Sabah was quoted 
Saturday as saying. Sheikh Ali said he will leave for Moscow On 
Sept. 23 to sign an agreement that was originally scheduled to be 
signed this month, AI Anba newspaper reported. The signing was 
postponed at Russia’s request. Since Kuwait’s liberation in 1991 
from seven months of Iraqi occupation, the emirate has signed 
10-year military agreements with the United States, Britain and 
France. All three countries are permanent members of the U.N.' 
Secu rity Council. __ • 


U.N. envoy meets Sudanese foreign minister 


KHARTOUM (R) — Foreign Minister Hussein Suleiman Aim 
Saleh has met the special U.N. envoy for humanitarian affair! ju 
Sudan,' Vierri Traxler,and said his government was supplyinggfed 
and other aid to war-torn southern Sudan. He told Mr. Trader Cfl 
Friday that the government had supported United Nations ireBef 
efforts in southern Sudan by supplying 153,000 tonnes of sorghufe, 
die Sudan News Agency (SUNA) reported. He added that his 
government had signed many agreements dealing with the supply 
of relief aid to southern Sudan. Mr. Traxler, an Italian who arrived 
in Khartoum on Thursday, has toured several African capitals to 
persuade Sudan’s neighbours to press Sudan and the rebel Sudan 
People’s liberation Army to give aid workers more access 


People s Liberation Army to give aid workers more access US 
famine-hit areas. Relief agencies say up to two million people ftsc 
starvation. Sudan had previously refused to receive Mr. Tnurar, 


who was appointed last May, because of the ambiguity surrounding 
his mission. Mr. Abu Saleh said in June that if he visited Sudan for 
relief and humanitarian work, he was welcome. But if he was on a 
political assignment, then he had no role to play in Sudan. 


U.S. court does not say how long Demjanjuk could stay 


(A?) “ A federal appeals court refused to say how 
long John Demjanjuk can stay in the United States if he is allowed 

reilSXS US * Circuit Court of appeals on Friday 

request that Demjanjuk be kicked 
iMA f Sta T tes 88 80011 88 toe hurt's investigation into bis 

r^n^f^ dlt S n I ^ ! , is over - Bm toe court also rejected a 
nJSSf s toat he be allowed to stay m the 

.r™ *■**» The court is to hear areuraents on the 

extradition on Sept. 3. It said it would decide after that how long 

Tuesday ’ toe court said Demjanjuk, 7? 
legation retUni t0 United States during ** 


Mediators press on to free hostages 


kI^ki* 01 * **^**^8 to free six western 
nostages neid by Kurdish rebels blamed the Turkish security forces 

“ y f ttc r ^ ^ PS"* effons - wSrlSS 

“-d « *is southeast town that 


had made two attempts in>e~pa^ thr^'i^to secure the release 

, r Frenchmen, a Briton and an Australian 


TO^i^kSn,"^ 1 * «™™, a jsriton and an AustralSi 
I ) ad “ a PP ed b y the Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) in 
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6TH ANNUAL YOUNG WOMEN'S GATHER- 
iNG; Her Majesty Queen Soor Saturday 
I inaugurated the 6th annual national gathering 
of young Jordanian women living abroad. The 
gathering, which is opened annually by the 
Queen, was sponsored by Ministry of Youth 
and was held at the permanent Youth Camp in 
AJloun. Established in 1986, the camp aims at 
increasing national sorio-cukura] awareness 
among young Jordanian women living abroad. 
By encouraging cultural communication 
among such women, it enriches their know- 
ledge about their country's scientific, cultural 
and historic heritages. This year's gathering 
hosted 110 Jordanian women between the ages 
of 18*27, of whom 30 were from Jordanian 


universttMs and the rest from the U.S., Cana- 
da, Germany, Russia, Saudi Arabia and 
Bahrain among other countries. Following 
short speeches delivered by Minister of Youth 
Abdullah Oweldat as well as by two other 
participating members, the Queen loured the 
camp site accompanied by Camp Director 
Rawdah Qottrsha. Upon arrival in AJloun, 
Queen Noor was received by Mr. Oweidat, the i 
secretary-general of the ministry of youth, the 
governor of Irbid, tbe district governor of 
Ajlotm, as well as the chief of police. Accom- 
panying Her Majesty were Princess Rania 
Abdullah and Princess. Basina All (Petra ' 
photo) 


Cabinet 

forms 

various 

delegations 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
Saturday formed a delegation, 
led by Michel Mono, the deputy 
governor of the Central Bank, to 
travel to the U.K. to negotiate 
with the London Club a final 
agreement on rescheduling Jor- 
dan’s foreign debt. 

The Cabinet Saturday also 
formed a delegation to negotiate 
the purchase of 100,000 tonnes of 
Syrian barley for Jordanian mar- 
kets. The team will be led by 
Minister of Supply Radi Ibrahim. 

The Council of Ministers also 
agreed that Labour Minister 
khaled A! Ghzawi will visit In- 
donesia in response to an official 
invitation earlier extended to Jor- 
dan. 

Mr. Ghzawi, who will be 
accompanied by a delegation in- 
cluding the director general of the 
Vocational Training Corporation 
(VTC), plans to study Indonesia's 
measures in controlling the 
labour market, its vocational 
training programmes and occupa- 
tional safety measures. The de- 
legation will also tour several 
factories. 

In addition, the ministers de- 
cided to exempt the Cities and 
Villages Development Bank 
(CVDB) from applying the Civil 
Service Commission employment 
regulations and said the (CVDB) 
will have to draw up its own 
system within three months. 


Voter registration reaches 1.34 m 
last day to sign up is Aug. 15 
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Contractors union seeks to end 
violations of related law by investors 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Contractors Association 
(JCA) is taking measures to end 
violations of the Contractors Law 
and has formed inspection teams 
to examine construction projects, 
according to JCA President Kha- 
lil Haddadin. 

He said in a statement to the 
Jordan news agency, Petra, that 
most people building apartment 
blocs are not contractors but in- 
vestors seeking to construct bous- 
ing units and sell them to the 
public; a violation of the contractors 
Jaw which restricts such prac- 
tice to licensed contractors. 
m Mr. Haddadin said that the 


liquidity In the Jordanian banks 
has encouraged investors to 
direct their funds towards con- 
struction. 

Jordanian Engineers Associa- 
tion (JEA) President Husni Abu 
Ghaida agreed with Mr. Hadda- 
din that the Gulf crisis and the 
return of expatriates initially con- 
tributed to tbe increased .con- 
struction. 

Abu Ghaida called on the gov- 
ernment and the JEA to create 
logical and comprehensive 
national housing plan that will 
deal with the housing problem in 
tbe Kingdom. 

The JEA last year gave licences 


for more than six million square 
metres of construction, up from 
$4,018 million in 1991 and 2.64 
million in 1986. 

Despite this increase, tens of 
thousands of flats built in the 
western district of Amman region 
remain vacant, according to Mr. 
Haddin. 

The construction of one square 
metre of building cost JD 45 be- 
fore the Gulf war, but the cost 
has risen to JD180, he added. 

The Housing Bank, the largest 
money-lending institution in the 
country, last year granted 6,624 
loans to the public and investors, 
worth JD 92 million, up from 


JD 40 million in 1991, according 
to the JEA. 

Mohammad Asfour, Chairman 
of tbe Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce agreed 
that this year’s increase in con- 
struction was extraordinary. 
Some etimates put the investment 
in construction during 1993 at 
JD 1.5 billion, he added. 

Mr. Asfour said it is clear that 
the supply far exceeds the de- 
mand. 

He called for measures to 
direct part of the remittances 
from abroad as well as tbe savings 
brought in by the expatriates 
towards other economic sectors. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad Satur- 
day said that 1.34 million citizens 
have registered to vote in the 
Nov. 8 parliamentary election. 

Speaking at a press conference, 
Mr. Hammad said about 315,000 
new voters have registered since 
July 1, adding to the 1.03 million 
who were registered for the last 
election in November 1989. 

The minister said he expected 
that of the 1.6 million citizens 
eligible to vote, more would sign 
up before Aug. 15, when registra- 
tion will be officially closed. 

Mr. Hammad explained the 
prepara tory procedures for the 
coming elections as follows: 

First: verifying the lists of vo- 
ters (which stained on Aug. 1), 
will continue until September 26. 

Second: dividing constituences 
into sub-districts, setting up bal- 
loting centres, distributing voter 
cards and reviewing citizens’ chal- 
lenges related to registration will 
take place between September 27 
until Nov. 1. 

Third: nomination of election 
supervisory officials will last for 
40 days, starting Sept. 29. 


Expansion 
planned 
for Zarqa 
free zone 

ZARQA (Petra) — With the 
growing demand for land at the 
free zone near Zarqa, the Free 
Zones Corporation (FZC) has 
announced a tender for the de- 
velopment of 300 dunums to in- 
clude the required infrastructure 
for projects, according to Riad 
Arafat, the FZC director in Zar- 
qa. 

Mr. Arafat said the FZC in 
Zarqa has witnessed increased de- 
mand by investors to set up factories 
and storage facilities for goods that 
are normally re-exported. 

Following the Gulf crisis and 
despite the U.N. imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq which have adverse- 
ly affected shipping operations to 
Jordan’s port of Aqaba, the FZC 
in Zarqa* has seen a flurry of 
import-export activity, said Mr. 
Arafat. 

It. is certain that the stable 
political situation and security in 
Jordan have attracted a great 
number of investors to the free 
zones, Mr. Arafat maintained. 

He added that the Zarqa FZC 
assumes importance as it lies near 
the international routes linking 
Jordan with neighbouring Arab 
countries. 

The Zarqa zone, which has an 
area of $5.5 million square 
metres, currently comprises 15 
factories with a total ‘JD 28 mil- 
lion capital, stores and ware- 
houses for merchants with a 
JD 68 million capital, exhibition 
grounds and open storage facili- 
ties, in addition to car parks, auto 
show facilities, offices and other 
related services. 

The FZC has recently built 10 
large warehouses taking up a 
total area of 4,000 square metres 
to help importers store their 
goods before re-exporting them, 
said Mr. Arafat. 

Furthermore, to facilitate 
transportation and exports, the 
FZC plans to construct a car park 
on a 40 dunums - 



Young citizens register to vote while a still the Kingdom 
younger election enthusiasts reads np on (File photo) 
procedures. The minimum age for voting in 

Fourth: procedures for official- and will last for three days from 
ly nominating candidates will Oct. 14 until On. 16. 
stan 25 days before election day Fifth: Candidate campaigning 


the Kingdom’s parliamentary election is 19 
(File photo) 


starts from announcement of can- 
didacies on Oct. 14 until Nov. 7, 
the day preceding election day. 


Statistics show sharp rise 
in property tax receipts 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The recent statistics 
from the Department of Land 
and Surveys reveal a marked 
increase in the amount of proper- 
ty tax collected, compared to the 
same period (January through 
June) last year. 

The tax is proportional to the 
price, and is paid both when 
buying (2%) and selling (6%). 
Although these increases have 
been felt in most areas of Jordan. 
Amman has experienced some of 
the largest. 

Notable rises in the city occur- 
red in the central zones from JD 
4,891,293 to JD 5,790.519 
(18.4%) and in the south region, 
from JD 2.302,095 to JD 
3,421,514 (48%). Such increases 
have taken place over a period of 
relatively low inflation, which is 
currently 4.92%. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, Husam Azar, director of 
statistics at the Land and Surveys 
Department, commented: “The 
increase has occurred despite a 
slight reduction in the number of 
transactions and thus reflect 
growth in property prices." 

Land is officially defined as 
“non-zoned" where areas of less 
than four or 10 dunums cannot be 
sold separately and development 


is restricted to agricultural pur- 
poses, and “zoned" where such 
restrictions do not apply. 

It is in the non-zoned areas that 
increases have been greatest. 

Mr. Azar cited an example of a 
plot on the Queen Alia Airport 
Road that had rocketed in value 
from JD 1,500 a dunum to around 
JD 10,000 in just eleven months. 

When asked by the Jordan 
Times whether at such a price the 
land could be a viable agricultural 
rite, Zeid Abdul Hadi of the 
Jordan Property Consultants ex- 
plained that “ much of the in- 
creased demand seen over the 
last two years had not come from 
those wishing to farm the land for 
profit but from family's wishing 
to own a second home." 

In the zoned regions of Am- 
man dty, the largest rise have 
been experienced in the affluent 
western areas of Abdoun, 
Sweifieb and Urn Utheina and 
the commercial centres of Gar- 
dens Street and Mecca Street. 

Mr. Abdul Hadi said, two 
years ago, a dunum of land on 
Mecca Street could be purchased 
for between JD 70,000 to JD 
100,000. 

It is difficult to pinpoint any 
over-riding factor to explain the 
boom that erupted after the Gulf 
crisis. As with almost all facets of 


the Middle East, property prices 
are affected by political events, 
and it is generally accepted that 
influx of nearly 300.000 expatri- 
ates returning from the Gulf 
states put pressure on the housing 
market in Amman. 

Beyond this, expens disagreed. 

Mr. Azar believed that much of 
the inflated demand on the 
Queen Alia Airport Road was 
based on speculation that in the 
future these areas would 
become zoned, though he stres- 
sed that the ministry had no plans 
to do this. 

On the other hand, Mr. Abdul 
Hadi highlighted the inflow of 
foreign investment, predominant- 
ly in the west of the dty. 

He also agreed that recent in- 
creases in demand for land 
around Petra and other 
archaeological rites, reflect a con- 
fidence in tbe future of the tourist 
industry. 

Property prices are notoriously 
difficult to predict, as most con- 
sultants maintain though it seems 
unlikely that plots will decrease in 
value in the near future. 

There is general agreement 
that political stability in the re- 
gion will ameliorate trade and 
industry, boost demand for prop- 
erty and inevitably increase prices 
still further. 


Iran to hold trade fair in Amman 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordan will offer 
facilities to Iran to organise a 
second industrial fair for its pro- 
ducts in Amman this year and 
agreed to take pan in an interna- 
tional trade fair in Tehran this 
October. 

Agreement was reached in 
talks held here Saturday at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade by 
a visiting Iranian economic de- 
legation led by Mohammad 
Qasem and a Jordanian team led 


by the ministry's Secretary 
General Marwan A wad. 

Mr. Awad said, last year, 
Iran's industrial fair was a success 
and contributed towards further 
bolstering Jordaman-Iranian eco- 
nomic and trade relations. 

In reviewing such exchanges, 
the two rides also agreed to exert 
more efforts towards increasing 
the volume of trade. 

They decided to hold another 
meeting of the joint Jordanian- 
Iranian Economic Committee as 
soon as possible. 

The current meeting was to 
have been held three months ago, 
but was delayed until now. 


Ms. Awad said Jordan sold 
Iran JD 19 million worth of pro- 
ducts and imported JD 5.4 mil- 
lion worth of Iranian goods in 
1992. 

Mr. Qasem, who is assistant to 
the Iranian Minister of Heavy 
Industry, is expected to hold 
offier meetings with Jordanian 
businessmen during his current 
yisit to Jordan, said Mr. Awad. 

He told the Jordan Times that 
the three-member Iranian delega- 
tion will discuss with the private 
sector here ways to promote and 
help adjust the balance of trade 
which is clearly in favour of Jor- 
dan. 


Minister urges charity attention 
towards remote, poor areas 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Social Development Mohammad 
Al Sqour Saturday called on so- 
cial charity organisations operat- 
ing in Jordan to perform their 
role in tbe social development 
process in remote and less fortun- 
ate areas in the Kingdom, basing 
their work on surveys conducted 
by the ministry. 

Dr. Sqour said the develop- 
ment process is an integrated 
one, with the individual as its 
basic unit. He stressed that the 
role of voluntary societies does 
hot end at a certain point, but 
exceeds to launching ventures 


that would increase family incom- 
es and take care of the handicap- 
ped. 

At a meeting with representa- 
tives of foreign charitable 
societies in Jordan, attended by 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Al Abbadi, Dr. 
Sqour affirmed that the work of 
charities should be based on ex- 
tending assistance to those most 
in need first. 

Discussion at the meeting cen- 
tred on the societies' budgets and 
the need for them to inform the 
ministry of their financial situa- 
tion and resources. 


The minister and the audience 
also discussed the prospect of 
establishing cement water con- 
tainers in Al Risheh, Bir Maih- 
kour, Rajma, Qureiqra, and 
Qatar, all in Wadi Araba region. 

Several societies expressed 
readiness to participate in these 
works which will be significant to 
the development process in these 
villages. 

They also discussed the pros- 
pect of offering cash and in-kind 
assistance to people who were 
forced to leave their houses in 
South Lebanon because of the 
recent Israeli attacks there. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

■it Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist 
Bishura Nqjjar at Esfabefia Art Gallery, Amra 
Shopping Centre. The paintings depict 
Jordan fan-Palestiixiai] heritage, Jordanian 
antiquities, Arab Jerusalem, rural life and 
natural scenery. 

it Exhibition of a new collection of art works by 
Princess WJjdan All at Tbe Gallery, Hotel 
Jordan Inter.Contlnental. 

Exhibition entitled “Hashemite Paintings” by 
Jordanian artist lyad Al Masri at tbe Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

*-fr Exhibition of Brititii archaeological projects in 
Jordan organised by tbe British Institute in 
Amman for Archaeology and History, at the 
British Conned. 

lit Exhibition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists 


at the Housing Gallery. ^ 

JERUSALEM FESTIVAL 

☆ Exhibition of paintings, posters, Palestinian 
costumes, books and other Items on the holy 
dty of Jerusalem at the Abdul Hamccd S bo- 
man Foundation. 

it Seminar, in Arabic, on “The Literature of 
Resistance” al the Abdul Hameed Sboman 
Foundation at 6 JO p.m- 

☆ Palestinian ffim entitled “Palestine — The 
Record of a feople” at 8 p.m. at the Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Foundation. 

FILM 

it Feature flbn entitled “Treasure Island” al 6 
p.m. at tbe American Centre (1950, 96 mi- 
nutes). 


Royal Court advisors appointed 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree was issued 
Saturday appointing Eid Al Fayez and Asem Ghosheh 
as advisors at tbe Royal Court. 

Parents of handicapped to be 
trained 

MAFRAQ (Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince Ra'd 
Ben Zeid, the chairman of the Jordanian-Swedish 
Medical Society, Sunday visited Al Mafraq Governo- 
rate House and met with Governor Qaftan Al Majali. 
Prince Ra'd and Mr. Majali discussed services offered 
to the handicapped in the governorate and preparations 
for holding a meeting of Jordanian and Swedish experts, 
parents of handicapped persons and volunteers in 
Mafraq in the beginning of September. The meeting will 
discuss the society's plans to train parents and volun- 
teers on ways of caring for the handicapped and offering 
them medical services at home. Prince Ra'd said the 
society’s plans to provide these families and volunteers 
with technical information and train them on how to 
convey the information to the handicapped individual to 
reduce the effects of his/her disability in daily activities. 
Mafraq governorate was selected to carry out the plan 
first, before being implemented in other parts of the 
Kingdom later. Prince Ra’d explained. 

Minister urges well water 
sampling 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Water and Irrigation 
Bassam Kakish affirmed the importance of working 
within an institutionalised framework and as one team 
in the ministry. During a visit to Al Ramtha Water 
Department, Mr. Kakish also stressed the importance 
of digging wells and taking water samples from them to 
be tested at the ministry's laboratories. The ministry, 
he said, always tests water samples taken from wells to 
ensure that they are potable. He announced that a 
tender to replace the old water pipelines in Ramtha will 
be offered soon. Mr. Kakish said the ministry will also 


start pumping water from Al Mahasi well in Ramtha 
after ensuring that tbe water source conforms to the 
ministry’s standards and specifications. The minister 
expected that this additional source will help solve the 
water shortage problem in the Ramtha district. 

Customs on certain vehicles due Aug. 16 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Customs Department Satur- 
day called on Jordanians who returned from Kuwait and 
other Arab Gulf countries in the wake of the Gulf crisis 
to pay the mandatory customs duty due on their cars 
and vehicles before the expiry of the deadline set by the 
Cabinet on Aug. 16. Sources at the department said the 
deadline is final and will not be extended. Failure to pay 
will result in impoundment of the car for auction. 

RSS holds seminar on detergents 

AMMAN (Petra) — A five-day training seminar 
organised by the Royal Scientific Society (RSS) started 
Saturday. Participants will hear lectures on materials 
used in the manufacture of detergents, chemicals and 
physical testing of detergents and will participate in 
practical applications. The attendees represent the 
public and private sector industries. 

Amman officials review activities 

AMMAN (Petra) — A meeting held Saturday at the 
Amman governorate under the chairmanship of Gov- 
ernor Taiaat Al Nawaiseh stressed the importance of 
expanding the concept of the govemorate’s Consulta- 
tive Council by including representatives of voluntary 
committees. The meeting, attended by directors of the 
governorate departments, the director of Amman 
police and the deputy governors, called for setting up 
popular committees in the capital to act as a link 
between citizens and officials. Participants in the 
meeting also underlined the importance of cooperation 
among all government departments in the upcoming 
parliamentary elections, scheduled for Nov. 8. They 
stressed the need for exchanging information between 


the governorate 's various departments and discussed 
projects being carried out in the governorate this year. 

Irbid adds 516 cases to assistance 
list 

IRBID (Petra) — The Soda! Development Department 
in Irbid has extended recurrent assistance to 516 new 
cases in Irbid governorate during the first half of 1993, 
according to Department Director Mahmoud A I 
Shboul. Mr. Shboul said the increased number of 
families receiving the aid bring the total to 3,035 . 
Combined they receive JD94.586 monthly. The depart- 
ment, Mr. Shlxml said, has during the same period paid 
emergency aid to 22 cases. 

Irbid officers trained In Social 
Security Law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Social Security Corporation 
(SSC) Sunday will organise at the Irbid Municipality 
Building a seminar on the applications of the Social 
Security Law. The seminar, which will be attended oy 
150 liaison officers representing various industrial, 
commercial and agricultural sectors in Irbid, aims to 
spread awareness of the law among insured citizens and 
to acquaint the liaison officers with the best means and 
methods of implementing the law's provisions. The 
seminar is part of other activities organised by the SSC 
to increase the number of beneficiaries of the law. 

JSCEP to hold 1-day seminar 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian Society for the 
Control of Environmental Pollution (JSCEP) Monday 
will hold a seminar on ways of protecting the environ- 
ment. The day-long seminar, which is being organised 
in cooperation with the Friedrich Naumann Foundation 
of Germany, will be conducted at the Vocational 
Training Centre in Hashemieh near Zarqa. On Tuesday 
JSCEP will organise a related exhibition, which will 
display various materials, and a documentary film 
featuring environmental issues will be shown. 
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Clarity, decisiveness above all 


THE GOVERNMENT continues its refusal to budge 
on the all-too-crndal issue of the Election Law. 
Contending that it is working within the limits of the 
Constitution and the law, the Majali Cabinet appears 
happy and content just to keep every politician, 
candidate ?^d voter guessing as to what it intends to do 
regarding that law. Yesterday, the minister of interior, 
SaJameh Hammad, held a press conference to talk 
about elections and electioneering, only to refuse to 
spell out what the government’s real intentions are on 
keeping, chang in g altogether or just amending the 
current legislation. The minister confined himself to 
listing dates, figures, and procedures which, granted, 
are useful to all of us. But when it came to the most 
important point of all, that of whether we will hold the 
next elections according to an old or new legislative 
formula, he sounded the by-now familiar phrase, that 
of George Bush: Read my Ups. 

So tor the consensus of the main parties and the 
majority of ex-deputies have been against any amend- 
ment to the law, and understandably so. Those parties 
have also in fact every right to complain that the 
dialogue that has been conducted over the issue has not 
been satisfactory enough. This clearly shows that the 
government continues to be either indecisive about 
which course to take or ft Is decided on changing the 
law bat wants to delay its derision until the last 
possible moment, 

Dr. Majali and his colleagues may have every 
constitutional right to remain silent or vague, but by 
doing so they are likely to be accused of contributing 
little towards the atmosphere of confidence that this 
country needs in order to press ahead with the 
democratisation process. 

We all know that this government’s main purpose is 
to oversee the elections for the 12th Parliament. His 
Majesty the King had asked the prime minister to 
“ensure a smooth election process.” Furthermore, the 
King has said he wanted to see a “public administra- 
tion (in which) those with qualifications can excel, not 
one that is paralysed by acts of favouritism and 
impeded by bureaucracy and fear of shouldering 
responsibility.” It goes without saying, therefore, that 
an indecisive and reluctant administration will not 
help the cause that the King is advocating. What we 
sincerely hope for and expect is for this government to 
act fast on an issue that is of vital importance to our 
democratic march. Clarity, in the end, should be oar 
democracy’s name of the game. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily Saturday cast doubts on statements by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher in the wake of his tour in 
the Middle East, noting that the American secretary was 
reportedly satisfied as he had claimed that the trip was successful 
and paved the ground for the resumption of' ArabJsraeli 
negotiations. If any progress has been achieved, said the paper, it 
was at the diplomatic level, but no progress has been achieved on 
the ground. No real progress can be achieved in the, peace 
negotiations unless it is based on Israel's response to' U.N. 
resolutions and the requirements at a genuine and lasting peace, 
said the paper. It was noticed however, said the paper, that the 
secretary's attention was focused in this trip bn the Syrian-Israeli 
and Palestinian-lsraeU tracks. But, it added, no real peace can be 
achieved on any track unless an equal measure of progress is 
achieved on the other tracks too.. Of course the crux of the whole 
issue lies with the Palestine problem . but- still no progress can be 
achieved at the expense of the other tracks, continued the daily. 
What the Arabs seek is a foil implementation of U.N. resolutions 
and the restoration of Palestinian people's rights, and indeed if 
any progress is made it must mean progress towards pulling the 
Israeli forces out of the occupied Arab territories, demanded the' 
paper. We have not heard anything of this kind yet, neither did 
we hear Mr. Christopher speak about the rights of the Palestinian 
people, added the daily. It said that in contrast with the Arab 
stand Israel is merely seeking compromise solutions that do not 
provide for its withdrawal from Arab territories. 


A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday demanded that the 
'government insist that Iordan be compensated in fall for its 
continued losses as a result of the U.S. naval blockade on Aqaba. 
Tareq Masarweh said that acting independently of the United 
Nations, the United States has been laying a siege on Aqaba 
causing Jordan to sustain half a billion dollars in economic losses. 
Hie Americans have kept Aqaba under siege under the pretext of 
searching for goods going to Iraq, but they have been allowing 
shipping to move freely to Turkish ports whidj, in turn, passes the 
same goods to Iraq, said the writer. He said that Washington has 
been doing this to punish Jordan for its non-cooperative stand on 
the U.S.-led aggression on Iraq and to reward Turkey for its 
support for and involvement in the Gulf war. The writer said that 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher has mentioned this 
issue in his press conference, promising that his government 
would look into the question, but nothing else. Masarweh called 
on the gov « nraent to take an adamant stand and strongly demand 
a bait to such practices on the part of the American naval forces in 
the Gulf of Aqaba. He said that Jordan should not accept any 
pressure fix i any one and Jordanians should not fed humiliated. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Al Faoek 


Why a mortgage secondary market? 


We in Jordan are very lucky; we do not have to plan for our 
economy or think for our future. The World Bank is doing the 
planning and thinking for us. The World Bank's latest creative 
idea is the establishment of a secondary market for real estate 
mortgaged debts as part of upgrading Jordan's financial market. 

The secondary market aims at creating a market wherein debts 
covered by mortgages can be traded at prices above or below the 
nominal value of the debt, i.e.. premium or at discount. It is just 
like the secondary market we already have for shares and bonds, 
where the owner can sell his shares or bonds whenever be likes, at 
the going price, which may be below or above the original cost, as 
the prevailing circumstances may dictate. 

The idea sounds good and convincing. A secondary market for 
mortgages does exist in the United States, where the creditors do 
not have to wait for the maturity of the installments for 20 or 30 
years. They can unload their investments by selling them in the 
secondary market at die then present valne. 

Equating Jordan with America is not bad, but the circumst- 
ances are completely different. The real estate activity in Jordan is 
limited in comparison with the gigantic economy of the United 
States. Expansion there is desirable. The secondary market of 
mortgages is an effective tool to generate liquidity. The real estate 
financiers can liquidate all or part of their mortgage portfolios and 
reinvest the cash in fresh mortgages, and so on. Most mortgages 
in America are organised in favour of new house owners from the 
middle class. 

In Jordan, by contrast, the real estate activity is too inflated, 
perhaps due to lack of alternative investment opportunities. 
Further expansion in this partiailSt activity is therefore undesir- 
able and counterproductive. The private and public institutions 
involved in house financing are, by no means, short of cash. They 
are mainly big banks, corporations and funds, led by the Housing 
Bank, Housing Corporation S**-nrity Corporation, and a 


large number of housing cooperatives. 

Jordan suffers no shortages of houses. If anything, a surplus ts 
in the making despite the return of hundreds of thousands of 
citizens from the Gulf. . 

Specialised banks, corporations and other funds active in tne 
real estate market and house budding and financing need no more 
incentives. Both the public and private sectors are overeager to 
build and finance more buddings. When the Housing Bank was 
criticised for fi na ncin g non-bousing investments, its management 
responded by asserting that not a single qualified applicant for 
house financing was ever turned down. 


The introduction of a secondary market for mortgages will put 
an end to special rates in favour of lixmted-income_ groups. Any 
reduced interest rate will inevitably cause a huge capital loss in the 
secondary market, which no private or public lender would like to 
recognise. 

We speculate that the World Bank may have some bidden 
Hjjwfiria behind promoting a secondary market for mortgages in 
Jordan. The call for modernisation of the financial market, and 
securing a second line of defence for the real estate creditors to 
fail back to, may not be the only objective. The real objective of 
the World Bank could be the strengthening of the bousing sector 
and the mobilisation of more resources in its favour. That was the 
policy of the World Bank during the past 40 years. It may persist 
during the coming 40 years. 


But, according to one conspiracy theory, tire final objective is 
to enhance the housing capacity of Jordan to accomodate all those 
Palestinians who might eventually be expelled from the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip, Lebanon, and foe Gulf states to form a 
substitute homeland here. That option is being rejected by words, 
but no-one can take for granted that it might not be implemented 
in stages like those we have passed through. 
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If the Serbs defy 


Clinton in Sarajevo 


By Jim Hoagtand 


WASHINGTON — Now? You 
want to bomb the Serbs now, just 
as tbey are about to win the war? 
That was the question I put to a 
senior government official the 
other day, to express my confu- 
sion over tire Clinton administra- 
tion’s tardy decision to get serious 
about military intervention in 
Bosnia after months of agonising 
and reversals. 

I had concluded weeks ago that 
the once feasible option of li- 
mited air strikes against the Serbs 
had been overtaken by events. 
Doing it now risked doing the 
right thing for the wrong reasons 
at the wrong time. But the Clinto- 
nites never cease to surprise. 
Here is an approximation of the 
conversation that followed: 

Me: Why now? When the 
Serbs have defeated the Muslim- 
led Bosnian government and af- 
ter the administration pushed tire 
Muslims into formally accepting 
partition and defeat at Geneva? 

Senior Government Official: 
We have to make sure that 
Sarajevo stands. Without 
Sarajevo, there can be not even a 
rump Bosnian state. And, the 
Serbs have to get the message 
that they cannot move on to 
Kosovo or Macedonia. There 
may be only one way to accom- 
plish these goals. 

Q: But bombing the Serbs now 
to keep them out of Sarajevo will 
not change the strategic situation 
or alter the Serbian conquests 
that the partition plan legitimises. 
It is as if the crisis nas shrunk to a 
size that the Clinton administra- 
tion tan now handle. 

A: You are not wrong to put it 
that way. 

This is the final paradox of the 
Bosnian tragedy. It is urgent 
enough, and small enough, for 
the Clinton administration to be 
ready to intervene. 

Blocked by America's NATO 


•allies and his own generals from 
using force before. Bill Clinton 
has had to wait until the Bosnian 
crisis shrank to a manageable 
dimension to find ways to influ- 
ence it to a size that fits the 
limited military resources that the 
U.S. administration could devote 
to it. 

Behind the smoke hanging 
over this capital for months there 
is suddenly some fire. The milit- 
ary tasks that President Clinton 
and Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
have proposed to General Colin 
Powell and the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff are limited enough that 
General Powell will at last 
seriously consider them. The slip- 
pery slope that be and his com- 
manders feared five months ago 
looks more like a muddy ditch 
that can be forded without great 
risk to American soldiers. 

Partitioning Bosnia into Mus- 
lim, Serbian and Croatian minis- 
tates buries the more ambitious 
United Nations Vance-Owen 
plan, which would have commit- 


ted 20,000-plus American sol- 
diers and other foreign forces to 
policing a 10-district multiethnic 
Bosnian state. That was the Pen- 
tagon’s worst nightmare. 

The partition agreement thus 
makes U.S. air strikes against the 
Serbs more likely, not less likely, 
if the bloody Serbian assault on 
Sarajevo continues anyway. The 
Pentagon seems less afraid of Mr. 
Clinton leading the United States 
into a Balkan quagmire by trying 
to use force to reverse Serbian 
territorial conquests. 

But the partition accord im- 
poses a strong moral imperative 
on the Clinton administration as 
well. It was under heavy but 
unacknowledged American 
pressure that the Bosnian govern- 
ment headed by President Alija 
Izetbegovic agreed in Geneva to 
a three-state partition that leaves 
the Muslim population occupying 
a rump state centred on Sarajevo. 

Mr. Izetbegovic came to Gene- 
va defending the multiethnic Bos- 
nian state that declared its inde- 


(§L Zagreb 



CROATIA /* 


pendence last year. But he caved 
after being told by the United 
States that the alternative to 
accepting ah immediate negoti- 
ated partition was the imminent 
overrunning and division of Bos- 
nia by Croatian and Serbian 
forces. Air strikes would not sig- 
nal “that the calvary is coming," 
Mr. Izetbegovic was told. 

How effectively America can 
use limited force in this chaotic 
situation is very unclear, even for 
intelligence experts. “It’s a razor- 
edge call," said one. 

The Bosnian defeat and the 
partition agreement ratify the 
emergence of Slobodan 
Milosevic’s Serbia as an impor- 
tant regional power, in the Bal- 
kans. Mr. Qin ton’s earlier plan 
to combine air strikes and a lifting 
of the arms embargo against Bos- 
nia horrified European allies, 
who feared that these steps would 
be insufficient to prevent Serbian 
victory but damaging enough to 
leave Europe dealing with an 
apgry and vengeful Serbia far into 
the future. 
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America’s task now is to mini- 
mise the consequences of the 
defeat that it has encouraged the 
Bosnian Muslims to accept. 
Bombing the winners of a war is 
not an obvious strategy. But if the 
Serbs defy Mr. Clinton in 
Sarajevo, fire president would 
have no honourable alternative to 
carrying oiit, at long last, his 
threat. 

It would be folly at this point to 
use military action for other pur- 
poses, such as obscuring the de- 
vastating political failure that the 
Bosnian defeat represents for the 
international community, or to 
ease guilty consciences. There is 
no reason to suspect that such 
motives are at play m the decision 
to prepare air strikes now. 
Washington and its allies must 
ensure that it remains the case as 
they pursue this belated interven- 
tion — The Washington Post. 


Bosnia causing 


dissent among 


U.S.dipIomats 


By Carol Giacomo 

Renter 


WASHINGTON — The resigna- 
tion of the second State Depart- 
ment official in a year over Bos- 
nia underscores the increasing, 
and unusual, willingness of career 
diplomats to go public with their 
disagreements over U.S. foreign 
policy. 

Last year, Yugoslavia Desk 
Officer George Kenney made 
front-page news in foe Washing- 
ton Post when he quit the depart- 
ment in protest over a policy he 
considered to be shameful, and 
Marshal! Freeman Harris, tne 
Bosnia Desk officer, won similar 
treatment in Thursday’s New 
York Times. 

A few months ago. a dozen 
State Department officials in- 
volved in mid-level policy-making 
wrote a letter to Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, which 
was leaked to the press, express- 
ing their dissent over Bosnia poli- 
cy. . , 

Although many editors and 
public opinion polls say Amer- 
icans are not particularly con- 
cerned about Bosnia and its 
embattled Muslims, debate 
among those concerned with 
foreign policy — including 
academics, press 'columnists and 
government officials — over U.S. 
and allied roles in Bosnia has 
been intense, sustained and often 


very agonising. 

“I can no longer serve in a 
Department of State that accepts 
the forceful dismemberment of a 
European state and that will not 
act against genocide and the Ser- 
bian officials who perpetrate it," 
Mr. Harris wrote in his resigna- 
tion letter. 

The two-page letter to Mr. 
Christopher is a scathing attack 
on the Clinton administration, 
which Mr. Harris accused of mis- 
handling opportunities to allow 
Bosnia to defend itself. 

He also faults the administra- 
tion's recent efforts to get NATO 
to conduct limited air strikes 
against Serb targets. 

“I can no longer in good con- 
science allow myself to be associ- 
ated with an administration that, 
through a very limitecC belated 
use of .force which "will, hasten 
Bosnia’s death, is driving the 
Bosnian government to surrender 
its territory and its sovereignty to 
the victors in a war of aggres- 
sion,’* Mr. Harris wrote. 

Mr. Christopher, who has been 
in the Middle East this week to 
try to revive Arab- Israel peace 


negotiations and said he tad a 
Sopy of Mr- Hams’s letter tarfeti 
to him. seemed to dismis W 
resignation by nonng that Mr. 
Harris was a “young officer. 

“I think what's important here 
is to keep our eye on we prca- 
dent’s policy initiative, he toki 

rC Afterargu i ng it was doing all it 
could do for Bosnia m the face of 
allied opposition to military ac- 
tion, the Clinton administration 
this week pressed for, and wot, 
NATO agreement to prepare for 
limited air strikes to nsure 
humanitarian aid to embattled 
Muslims and to break the siege or 

At the same time, U.S. officials 
have urged Bosnia’s Muslim-led 
government to accept the fact 
they lost the war and to aeree to 
the country’s partition at 
peace talks. _ 

Unlike Mr. Kenney, Mr. Har- 
ris had a job lined up when he left 
the State Department. He began 
work on Thursday as foreign 
affairs adviser to Representative 
Frank McOoskey. an Indiana 
Democrat who has been a strong 
critic of U.S. policy on Bosnia. 

While Mr. Harris seemed to 
land on his feet. Editor Charles 
William Maynes of Foreign Poli- 
cy magazine said officials who 
resign in such fashion are taking a 
considerable risk. 

Despite broad freedoms in 
America, there is a strong .pre- 
sumption that U.S. officials are 
team players and loyal. 

"This is not a forgiving cuftunf* 
for people who resign from gov- 
ernment... (they often) are de- 
nied the opportunity to ever 
come back to government and are 
hounded in private life,” Mr. 
Maynes;? said. 

Mr. Kenney was given office 
space at the Carnegie Institute for 
International Peace when he left 
the State Department but re- 
ceives no pay from that institu- 
tion. 

He had to move into his pa- 
rents’ basement when he resigned 
from the government and has 
earned a living writing articles 
and making speeches about Bos- 
.nia. 

•^Recently, speaking invitations 
'declined and he says he’is“hust- 
.Emg from month to month 
wondering whether Til survive." 
Still, he seems at peace with his 
resignation and says: “I’m quite 
sure I had far greater impact on 
.(U.S. Bosnia) policy on the out- 
side than I ever could on the 
inside." 
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Regrettable challenge 


To the Editor: 


I wish to respond to the letter in the Jordan Times, August 5-6,- 
1993, written by Ret. Col. Nasser Mirza in which he refers to me, 
by name, and my letter of July 29-30, 1993. 

I feci certain that Col. Mirza has never been inside the women’s 
toilets at the King Hussein Bridge, at the Jordanian bonier post at 
Ramtfaa, nor at the Queen Alia International Airport If, 
however, he has been in the men’s toilets at these places and 
found them dean, functioning and supplied with paper, then I 
apologise and stand corrected. I will thereby qualify my critidsm 
of those accountable for the maintenance of these public toilets. I 
fault them for doing only half their job. 

. X be , c ^ it0 5 of Ihe Jordan Times is responsible for and capable of ; i 
™ 7 n iT£ th ® “Ppropriateness of the letters he published l am# 
gratefol that he chose to print mine and hope that ui so doing, this™ 
sad situation can be addressed and corrected. I stand by my 
comments and my right to express them. Controversy, criticism 
and dissent are integral parts of freedom of speech. This freedom 
225J S !7 1VC A lts ex ® rcise k United to a select few or if the 
•PS t ^ confine w * remarks to predetermined topics. 

, “I s regrettable if some readers of the Jordan Times found my 

C '-. It 'S l agi ? they or otheR challenge my 
privilege to write it and the Jordan Times' right to print it. 


Ann Sawalha, 


Amman . 


Constructive criticism 


Tothe Editor: 

read R '' . 051 Nasser Mirra’s letter in 

srSH- — *“ 

As wl all L*? t ^ ,ng t0 make a valid point, 
provided to iSonSr POrta i and to facilities 

country. <l u « no " a persons feelings and loyalty to their 
end asm. ** 00 “®*®nsive when it comes to 


P.M, Salti, 
P.O. Bdx 1 
Amman. 


publication, however, sbo&d^tain 

preferably address as well. Names can aa S t 

r^nesf and under special dnJSSaS 
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France’s new immigration laws 


^ts 


By Sabine Guez 

PARIS — For 20 years, a com- 
mon goal of all French govern- 
ments has been curbing immigra- 
4 >ia jj, . bon, but none has made it such a 
J*: priority as the conservative gov- 

ied 1(J J emment of Edouard Balladur. A 
y noij n S radical change in French im- 
^ ^ migration policies was high on the 
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at’si m ? % l°' nt electoral platform of the 

r eye ^ Rassembkment pour la Repobti- 

ini^iv 'S 3 UC (RPR), the Gaullist party 

"Vj. headed by Jacques Chirac, and 

lgi, die Union pour la Dftnocracie 

*°sni?S Fransaiae (UDF), the right-of- 

j r 3 'd ihe< centre family of fanner President 

'ton X- Valery Giscard d'Estaing. Fol- 

sstd( ), >.' lowi ng the Socialists’ defeat in 

ie nt t0r m, last March elections, the over- 

Sl 10 ptv whelmingly right-wing majority 

a;,! H . > n parliament and its govemmen- 

' a io jj tal body have delivered on their 

obf e>ki£ promise. 

On the basis of .the conclusions 
lrtle - IJ i ,. °f the Marceau Long commission 
'^ n 'a-v jL — an independent think tank on 
IJ actep, j nationality created in 1987 — 
V3ra ndi[| three new sets of immigration 
3 ar tnwn ai 'f laws have been approved. First, 
^ access to French citizenship has 
Kenney, u been resrricted. Among its provi- 
n ed upn^. sions. children of foreign parents 
"ntnetii u ■ who are bom and raised in 
ur&day t , . France must submit a formal rc- 

i° Rem- guest for citizenship at age 16. 
*key. - • ' Second, with the aim of damping 
> hai, be™ down on illegal aliens, police are 
policy : empowered to carry out random 

Harm j identity checks. Third, restric- 
er. Ed,. '■? dons have been placed on forc- 
es of FoT ‘S 06 ” wishing to enter France as 
sjjd f(fr * either immigrants or political re- 
fashion* : 

-j^ ' c - Francois Dubet, a renowned 
03 h . French sociologist and researcher 
e l ^ at the Centre National de la 
I j, 3 y f' . Recherche Sdentifique, has pub- 

id io l' shed several books on young 
' people bom of immigrants and 
ioi^i\ng._ their lives in areas with large 
evgn hn- immigrant populations. In an cx- 

V often) elusive interview, he reflects on 
rtuniv> > the scope of the immigration poti- 

•Oyemmea- . cy change, its ideological basis 
pnvatt ft ’ and potential social repercus- 
sions. 

’ WJS “First of all, the French repub- 

^ncgieiaa lie does not have a tradition of 
C3CC curbing immigration , " Mr. Dubet 

panmen' • explained. “There have been 
irom tha times when boundaries were 
opened and times when they were 
move into closed. They were opened at the 
it when lies .end of the last century, when 
emmeni i France was becoming industrial- 
ly wnirrtt ised and building its military pow- 
•eechcs fa er. They were dosed in the 1920s 
and 1930s, which were marked by 
•caking in . restrictive immigration measures, 
•e says he t -In the 1950s and 1960s they were 
lomh io ..opened because of economic 
ether i'll sr ' prosperity and the need for a 
. at peace* bigger workforce.” 
d yjyy ti - Mr- Dubet points out that the 
sreiierar ..new laws serve different ftinc- 
pokv«r dons. “Restrictions on entering 
\er cV'iiki die country are aimed at fighting 
illegal immigration and stem from 

►' . the economic crisis, high unem- 

.^Dloyment and political intoler- 

. %ncc towards immigrants. ” Illegal 
; immigration depends largely on 

; an existing illegal labour market. 

He wonders why there are not 
? * 0/111 more severe penalties for em- 
(ICIth i ploying illegal aliens and finds it 

c shocking to be tough on the 
hungry and miserable immigrant 
and much more lenient on his 
„ in ~ employer, who, in most cases, 
IT fg itt voted for the RPR which — with 
pern-- Qther right-of-centre parties — 

has formed the parliamentary 
a majority since last March elec- 
tions. 

™ da* Mr. Dubet is convinced that 
rr' suppressing illegal labour would 
h . be a far more efficient way of 

hfv iny® limiting illegal immigration. “It 

■ public would make it very difficult for 
farmers who employ illegal work- 
rindc*^;. fan during the summer seaons; 
publish*-; yet, these same farmers voted for 
m w ^ the present government." In fact, 

I staid p he says, the same people who 
nersy ^ ; employ illegal immigrants are the 

Ii. ; ones asking for curbs on inunigra- 

ct fe*' * ’ tion. 

Immigrants will have to make a 
nines ^ : formal request for French 

s : citizenship. “I think everything 

bt w I** . will depend on how the provi- 

- sions are applied,” Mr. Dubet 

a $2*®* said. “If someone really wants 
French nationality and requests it 
property — and this request ts 

0 'rtf, dealt with in a positive manner by 

L |0*' the - French authorities — I think 

* the process can be constructive. If 
the person requesting French 

-citizenship finds authorities on- 
cooperative and unpleasant, the 
r^ f . j- process could be negative. It de- 
•rttf F® ^ pends on how the interaction 
ry. f takes place." 
thrp^i- The process proposed by the 

k m Marceau Long Commission in 

. .1987 was not intended to close 

boundaries but to open them in a 
more regulated manner. “In the 

1 ppitf jr current political climate, the 

i iW opposite may occur,” Mr. Dubet 

.g&K -said. "The previous law that 

W 1-1 • [automatically conferred French 

.citizenship resulted in many peo- 
pie — especially the young — 
w v Ibeing in an improbable situation. 

• 1 [They did not ask for French 

-citizenship and do not know 
Ad*’* [whether or not they had it.” 

; "What trouble me most in 
. -these new proviaons is the ran- 

0 * [dom identity diecks," Mr. Dubet 
}■ [said. "It & possible that many 
; foreign-looking people — even 
-those who have lived here for 
[generations like the Algerians, 
‘^Asians and North Africans — 
w r ^ould be constantly intimidated 

V [jf'/i- -by police questioning. The police 
'Jf Sometimes overstep their powers 
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when questioning people and do 
not treat them with proper re- 
spect, which could lead to humi- 
uation." 

Mr. Dubet says thai while 
some illegal immigrants will be 
identified, there is a risk ofpolar- 
ising those who are legally French 
or wish to become so. "This 
provision in the law has not been 
accompanied by measures aimed 
at increasing ethnic variety within 
the police force. Unlike the U.S., 
France does not have compulsory 
racial quotas. This law could 
make lire unbearable for people 
who do not physically look 
French. I am convinced that the 
police' will make mistakes when 
questioning people and that many 
who are becoming integrated into 
French society will feel more iso- 
lated. This provision was adopted 
to please Le Pen and the National 
Front electorate." 

There is a risk of creating false 
hope by using slogans such as 
"zero immigration,” as Interior 
Minister Charles Pasqua has 
done. “We will never be able to 
stop illegal immigration entirely 
ana send hundreds of thousands 
of people back to countries that 
cannot accommodate them,” Mr. 
Dubet raid. “The provisions 
could have a positive effect on 
future illegal immigration be- 
cause they may deter people who 
might have considered entering 
France illegally. Borders will still 
be crossable, and illegal aliens 
will still find illegal jobs. These 
measures will have a superficial 
result, but I doubt their effective- 
ness." 

Rather than facilitating in- 
tegration, the laws are malting it 
more difficult. "We are saying, ‘I 
will fight against illegal aliens to 
better integrate immigrants 
already living here/ but in sus- 
pecting everyone who does not 
look French of being illegal, we 
are malting integration more dif- 
ficult. We should not delude 
ourselves. North African teena- 
gers, for instance, will no longer 
be able to go for a walk without 
having to show the police their 
identity papers. Some analysts 
say we aren’t far from asking 
people to wear a yellow star.” 


“It is possible that 
many foreign - 
looking people — 
even those who have 
lived here for gen - 
erations — could be 
constantly intimi- 
dated by police 
questioning . ” 


down to a “choice between two 
societies" ■— a "multi-ethnic 
France" and a “protected 
France." This is a false debate, 
Mr. Dubet rays, because France 
is already a multi-ethnic society. 
“What is happening today is that 
France is completely open econo- 
mically — and this fuels strong 
feelings of fear among the 
French. To rectify the situation, 
images of a culturally and ethni- 
cally homogenised France are 
being brandished.” He rays this is 
not new — Mr. Reagan, Mr. 
Bush and Mrs. Thatcher com- 
bined economic liberalism and 
cultural conservatism. 

If a young man who was born 
in France of foreign parents 
serves over six months in jail, he 
will now be denied access to 
French citizenship. This poses a 
problem, says Mr. Dubet, who 
wonders if over-repression of de- 
linquency among children of im- 
migrants is acceptable from a 
moral and legal standpoint. "If 
you are not yet a French citizen 
and commit a crime, you will be 
sentenced twice — to jail and to 
losing the opportunity of 
citizenship — a ’double sent- 
ence.’ Everything depends, on the 
mindset of both immigrants and 
authorities." He fears this mea- 
sure will be implemented in the 
most restrictive, negative man- 
ner, as in the case of random 
identity checks. 

Mr. Dubet says the new laws 
may be used as another obstacle 
to French citizenship. “The other 
day I was in a Paris City Hall. 
Employees were sharply un- 
pleasant towards people of fore- 
ign origin. One employee told 
me, ‘We were given the order to 
be unpleasant'.” 

High-ranking officials regularly 
connect immigration with illegal 
immigration, crime and unem- 
ployment. Illegal aliens have 
illegal jobs and are, thus, offen- 
ders. Immigrants are usually 
poor, are constantly watched by 
the police and have lost their 
cultural identity. "Even if immig- 
rants made up 10 per cent of the 
total population and 30 per cent 
of the delinquent population," 
Mr. Dubet said, “it means that 95 
per cent of the French population 
of foreign descent are not crimin- 
als. This is all about syllogisms 
and fantasies. These fantasies be- 
long to a very old — and not only 
French — tradition that stigma- 
tises others and makes them feel 
guilty. Of the two — ^Simon^ 
Veil, , the Social Affairs JVfinister.; 


Mr. Dubet says France is going 
too far. “In people’s daily lives, 
potential police brutality during 
random checks, suspicion a 
priori, the uncooperative attitude 
of state employees — these ele- 
ments lead to the fact that we are 
currently institutionaBsuig discri- 
mination." He believes France 
should not fall into a kind of 
anti-radst phobia, but it makes 
him uncomfortable that the gov- 
ernment didn’t consider some of 
the consequences of these laws. 

“For the past 20 years, there 
has been no real political shift on 
the issue," Mr. Dubet said. "A 
country caught in fast-growing 
unemployment cannot continue 
to welcome immigrants without 
running into difficulties. In Chat 
respect — and in the light of what 
sociologist Max Weber called the 
‘ethics of responsibility/ that 
there should be continual ex- 
amination of the practical effects 
of any decision — I believe that 
immigration should be control- 
led. especially given the imba- 
lance between the Southern and 
Northern hemispheres. With 3.5 
million people unemployed, it 
would be absurd to say that 
France should remain an open 
country.” 

Mr. Dubet says these laws are, 
to a Large extent, political deci- 
sions aimed at answering a public 
upset by continued, unchecked 
immigration and sensitive to 
National Front themes. “Charles 
Pasqua has announced the aim of 
coming closer to those themes 
while avoiding embracing the 
National Front electorate. He is 
not a fascist. Two events support 
him: opinion polls show that Pas- 

S ua’s measures are popular and 
U the amendments proposed by 
rank-and-file conservative de- 
puties — who embody public 
opinion — were repressive. 
Thera are important measures." 
Mr. Dubet says they symbolically 
comfort a public overwhelmingly 
hostile to immigration, while phy- 
sically endangering the lives of 
many foreigners or French people 
of. foreign descent. He believes 
the effects could be disastrous — 
perhaps resulting in “ghettoising" 
part of the population. 

Deputy Alain Marsaud, a lead- 
ing proponent of the random 
checks provision, says it boils 


who embodies centrist politics" 
and, social liberalism within the 
government, and Charles Pasqua, 
who upholds repressive measures 
— Pasqua will emerge victo- 
rious." 

Mr. Dubet says young North- 
Africans living in the suburbs are 
rather crushed by the new laws. 
“There have not been many reac- 
tions so far. I believe some young 
people feel that the changes re- 
garding citizenship arc not neces- 
sarily a bad thing, because it will 
mean they are obliged to choose 
their nationality. In the case of 
Algerians, it is a big thing to 
choose French citizenship be- 
cause it means choosing the 
nationality of the winner of the 
French-Algerian conflict — the 
enemy. But one cannot live in the 
-past. 

Every year people anticipate 
riots in the hot summer months in 
areas with large immigrant 
populations. Whether the new 
legislation will increase tensions 
between young foreigners and the 
authorities is unpredictable. “For 
a riot to start there has to be a 
combination of ingredients, such 
as an event that triggers it and a 
certain climate," Mr. Dubet said. 
“I think the situation in the sub- 
urbs is deteriorating fast. We are 
creating a dual society. Incidents 
will tend co multiply dramatically. 
As to whether we should prepare 
for a riot this summer, nobody 
knows." 

Mr. Dubet believes there is a 
risk of “ghettoisation" of pan of 
the immigrant population — 
especially if France finds itself 
some day having to deal with a 
problem like the black American 
problem. “If we do not manage 
to ‘integrate’ our immigrants or 
implement a policy of generosity 
and support that demonstrates 
the will to integrate them today 
for future generations, we will be 
in a situation comparable to that 
of the U.S. — one of two sepa- 
rate societies." 

The disproportionate impact of 
unemployment on the immigrant 
population, the break-up of the 
traditional family and increasing 
soda! and ethnic tensions do /tot 
bode well for the future. “But,” 
Mr. Dubet said, "we have to 
admit that immigration has be- 
come the scapegoat for French 
political problems. In essence, 
immigrants are the ones on whose 
back a policy is being decided 
because something has to be 
done.” 

What options are left? “I be- 
lieve measures aimed at integrat- 
ing immigrants so they are 
accepted as they are, measures 
for compensation and maybe 
even quota policies should be 
devised," Mr. Dubet said. "Tlleg- 
aj immigration must be firmly 
fought, but repression of illegal 
aliens has become a Trojan horse 
for excluding immigrants" — 
World News Link. 


Old cars 
tell Laos’ 
history 

By Sheri Prasso 

Agencc France Presse 

VIENTIANE — If the old cars 
Still driving the streets of Vien- 
tiane could speak, what a story 
they would tell. 

Like colourful history books on 
wheels, the old cars — first 
French, then Japanese, Amer- 
ican, Russian and now again 
: Japanese — tell Laos* story of 
colonial domination, war-time 
occupation and the cold war bat- 
tles that have been played out 
here over the last five decades. 

To see them in nearly mint 
condition, never having left the 
radius of the tiny capital of 
260,000, nor ever having braved a 
winter, is to hear their stories of 
the past. 

The greying Citrocns and 2CV, 
the grandfathers of them all, 
would remember in hoarse 
French their 1940‘s heydays, 
when France's civil servants 
drove them proudly along the 
grand boulevards. 

The American cars — from 
rock-n-roll era Chevy's to ‘70s 
Yank tanks and an astounding 
number of military jeeps — 
would recall in a chattering of 
voices the years when the U.S. 
embassy here, directing the failed 
effon to stem the communist tide 
in Vietnam, was among the 
largest in the world. 

The decades-old Mercedes, 
their rounded behinds pinched 
into tail fins, would sound like 
newly released political prisoners 
venturing out timorously after 
being hidden away for years — as 
symbols of ostentation — during 
the last 15 years of austere com- 
munist rule. 

The box-like black Volgas and 
Ladas that replaced them would 
complain in thick Russian accents 
about how hard it is to get spare 
parts these days. 

And the new kids on the block. , 
the spanking new Toyota pick- , 
ups, loudly would boast about 
which one is fastest and which has 
the biggest cylinders. 

Even the few new Mercedes 
401s and the one black and gold 
Porsche imported this year have 
something to say: prosperity and 
liberalisation are returning to 
Laos after years of isolation, - 
- “If people can afford 3 new . 
car, they'd love to buy a new 
one,” said a Thai businessman. 


NHF choreo presentation to be 
featured at international festival 


Since its establishment in 1987, 
Noor A! Hussein Foundation's 
Thcatre-in-Education Program- 
me has produced a variety of 
drama works addressing both loc- 
al and foreign young audiences. 
This year, the programme is plan- 
ning to step up its national and 
international share of drama pro- 
duction with a choreo presenta- 
tion featuring traditional, nation- 
al as well as universal themes. 

Entitled “Crescent Night," this 
Arabic/English presentation is to 
be performed at the Royal Cultu- 
ral Centre during August 24-28 
before being featured at the next 
International Children’s Festival 
at Wolf Trap Farm for the Per- 
forming Arts in Vienna, Virginia 
during September 4-6. 

"The concept of this choreo 
presentation is to portray certain 
aspects of ancient and' modem 
Jordan such as culture, arts, 
heritage, democracy and de- 
velopment throughout the va- 
rious activities of our produc- 
tion," said Lina Tell, director of 
the show. 

Themes tackled by the choreo 
presentation include highlighting 
Jordanian nature with its distinct 
seasons and colourful landscape, 
Jordanians’ attachment to their 
land, families and communities, 
-Jordan's democracy and liberal- 
ism, as well as the Kingdom’s 
contributions to the alleviations 
of the adverse effects of war and 
famine on children of the world. 
In this context, children are not 
portrayed as submitting to big 
conflicts, but rather as bravely 
standing up to the challenges 
spawned by those conflicts. 

“Our show will conclude with a 
song of hope, peace, love and 
freedom in both Arabic and En- 
glish, dedicated to the children of 
the festival," said Mrs. Tell who 
also heads the NHF Theatre-in- 
Education Programme. 

The show opens with the har- 
vest season in a rural Jordanian 
setting. Men and women, dressed 
in traditional clothing, harvest 
grain crops while singing pastoral 
lyrics in harmony with nature. A 
faint flow of music, coupled with 
bird singing and horse neighing 
enriches the spirit of the harvest 
ritual. 

The festive activities of the 
harvest season continue on stage 
for a while before both sening 
and mood fade into yet a more 
festive occasion: the Eid: Calls 
glorifying God Allmighty, ema- 
nating from mosque minarets, 
marking the beginning of the 


feast according to Islamic lunar 
year, inject a religious dement 
into die scene. A blend of tradi- 
tion and naturalism are dearly 
noticeable in the movements of 
happy young people clothed in 
colourful dresses and immersed 
in wave-after-wave of ftin. Tradi- 
tional children sweets, games, 
toys, songs and Hid festivities are 
featured in the show. The 
seemingly endless cycle of delight 
continues unabated for a while, 
to be broken by the noise of a 
manual coffee grinder, followed 
by dimming light. In the heart of 
darkness and deafening noise, 
children began to leave the stage; 
only one young man “Amer” (the 
Hakawati) stays behind spotlight- 
ed to narrate the story of children 
of the world to audiences. 

"Once upon a time, there was a 
drop of dew... born of light... It 
was very dark and cold. But the 
drop of dew was anxiously wait- 
ing for the light. It was like a sky 
in the night, decorated and 
embroidered with stars.” 

Young performers, at that 
point, come on stage again to 
perform a "Sarkba” dance, fol- 
lowed by up-and-down motions 
signifying persistence, optimism 
and pride. An air of determina- 
tion and resolve is dominant, 
reinforced by a nostalgia-charged 
song for the noble cause of peace. 

The International Children’s 
Festival is a three-day celebration 
of the arts for people of all ages. 


It offers simultaneous perform- 
ances on several stages plus 
hands-on workshops in the crea- 
tive arts. Based on the concept of 
sharing cultural traditions 
through the international lan- 
guage of the arts, the festival is 
expected to entertain, educate 
and enrich about 35,000 partici- 
pants this summer. 

Participating teams come from 
Jordan, Botswana, Cote D’lvoir, 
Egypt, Ghana, Iran, Jordan, 
Kenya, Morocco, Nigeria, Saudi 
Arabia, Senegal, South Africa, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda 
and Zimbabwe. 

The presentation is being pre- 
pared under the supervision of 
the Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion’s Theatre-in-Education 
Programme. Contributors to this 
work include Rania Qamhawi 
(choreographer). Kifah Fakhouri 
(music supervisor). Sakher Hat- 
tar (music conductor). Bushra 
Hajo Tarifi (costumes and acces- 
sories), Lina Tell (director) and 
Najeh Abu-Zein (assistant direc- 
tor). Script was jointly written by 
Lina Tell. Rania Qamhawi and 
Najeh Abu-Zein. 

The Theatre-in-Education 
Programme was launched in 1987 
to help develop the educational 
process in Jordan through the 
creative medium of drama and to 
promote dramatic arts through- 
out the country. The programme 
combines classroom and stage 
techniques with the natural play 


Instinct of the young to promote 
self-awareness, confidence, 
learning ability and creative ex- 
pression. 

The programme seeks to 
accomplish its objectives through 
holding drama in education train- 
ing courses for elementary 
schoolteachers and community 
college students in the utilisation 
of drama and theatre techniques 
as modern educational tools. Ab- 
out 1000 teachers from private 
and public schools and commun- 
ity colleges have benefited from 
the programme training courses 
on the basic concepts of 
educaiion-th rough-drama. 

The programme has also pro- 
duced plays dealing with special 
school curicula topics. The prog- 
ramme's first activity was the 
production of an Arabised ver- 
sion of the “Wizard of Oz" as the 
“The Green Path". Two other 
major drama works have been 
produced by the programme. 
"Time Impressions" and the 
choreo presentation: "A Cry for 
Life". 

The programme has partici- 
pated in major international fes- 
tivals such as the Bundesbegeg 
nung Schulen Musiziem in May 
1989, in Germany, with a folklore 
production, in puppet theatre fes- 
tivals in Tunis, in February 1992, 
and in Italy in August 1992 with a 
puppet production entitled 
'Tales from Grandma's Chest.” 



Theatre-in-Education participants who wifl stage ‘Crescent Nigjit’ at an international festival (Be 
photo) 


Will bloodshed in 
Lebanon stir revenge? 


VACANCY FOR PROFESSIONAL WOMEN UNDER 
A REGIONAL U.N. PROJECT ON 
“STRENGTHENING INSTITUTIONS 
FOR ENTERPRISE DEVELOPMENT FOR WOMEN” 


By Nicolas B. Tatra 

The Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
military gamble in Lebanon has 
been hailed as a success at home, 
shoring up his image and streng- 
thening bis hand to make conces- 
sions in Mideast peace talks. 

But the legacy of hatred cre- 
ated by "operation accountabil- 
ity” could rebound on Israel if 
returning Lebanese Shiites seek 
revenge for the 147 people killed, 
the 496 wounded and the coant- 
less homes lost. 

Despite the bloodshed and suf- 
fering, new horizons of dialogue 
were seen for Israel with Syria 
and Lebanon and there appeared 
to be new attention, if not 
momentum, that could help the 
peace talks. 


Ci Rabin has always 
been prepared to give 
up the Golan for 
peace . He only needed 
a way to sell the deal 
to the population of 
Israel. 9 f 


For Mr. Rabin, 71, ending the 
shelling without a long stay in 
Lebanon strengthened his lead- 
ership image. He had been nee- 
dled by right-wing allegations 
that he dithered on security issues 
and could not stand up to press- 
ure during crises. 

“It was an achievement/’ 
Ephraim Sneh, an influential oar- 
liament member dose to Mr. 
Rabin, said in an interview. 

“There is today not the slight- 
est doubt that this government is 
very decisive and determined 
when it comes to security and 
defence.” 

Some believe Mr. Rabin’s in- 
security was a factor in his deci- 
sion to unleash a major attack 
after seven Israeli soldiers were 
killed last month. 

“One of the major reasons for 
the operation was domestic," said 
Prof. Moshe Maoz, head of Heb- 
rew University's Truman Insti- 
tute. “Rabin wanted to show he's 
a tough guy and could inflict 


heavy losses." 

Having shown off Israel’s pow- 
er, Mr. Rabin might now be more 
willing to make concessions to the 
Syrians who seek the return of 
the Israeli-occupied Golan 
Heights, Dr. Maoz said. 

Commentator Philip Gillon 
said Israel’s operation was aimed 
at pinning responsibility for fu- 
ture actions of the Iran-backed 
Hizbollah guerrillas on someone 
— Syria, Lebanon, Iran. 

“According to the ceasefire, 
Syria accepted responsibility for 
Hizbollah. Admittedly, although 
it was not spelled out in the 
agreement, there will be a price 
for Israel to pay — the Golan 
Heights,” he wrote in the weekly 
newsletter The Hornet. 

“But Rabin has always been 
prepared to give up the Golan for 
peace. He only needed a way to 
sell the deal to the population of 
Israel.” 

Mark Heller of Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity’s Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies said Israel might 
be more flexible about withdraw- 
ing from its self-declared security 
zone in South Lebanon if Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas were kept in check. 

"If as a result of the operation, 
the credibility of the Lebanese 
government and the Syrians is 
enhanced and they can prove 


they can control problems on 
their side, it may lead to some 
progress on the security zone," 
he said. 

Israel’s tactics, however, 
appeared to be overkill to some 
critics and counterproductive to 
others. Instead of singling out 
Hizbollah bases in Lebanon, 
Israel used its cannons and war- 
planes to drive hundreds of 
thousands of refugees out of 
towns and villages in South Leba- 
non. 

“Causing the exodus of so 
many Lebanese is immoral and 
stupid. It shows insensitivity and 
gives Israel a bad name." said 
Mr. Maoz. 

Worse, it may produce new 
guerrillas for Hizbollah's ranks 
from among the victims who lost 
relatives ami homes. Such was 
the result of Israel’s 1982-5 
occupation. 

Israel succeeded in uprooting 
the PLO from Lebanon and re- 
moving its potential of attacking 
the northern border. But its 
tough actions angered South 
Lebanon’s predominantly Shiite 
Muslim population — a potential 
ally which had opposed the 
Palestinian guerrillas’ control of 
the area. 

Hizbollah was one of the re- 
sults. 


Post Title: 

Duty Station: 
Duration: 
Expected Date: 


Closing date: 25 August 1993 

National Project Director 
Amman-Jordan 
1 Year Fixed Term Initially 
October 1993 


Under the patronage of Minister of Culture 

H.E. Dr. Mahmoud A1 Samra 

The Arab Youth Forum 
Amman-Branch 
& 

The German speaking Universities 
Alumni Club 
Invite you 

For a classical concert played by the Jordanian pianist 

ABLA SHOCADt 

At 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 10, 1993, at the 

Royal Cultural Centre — Main Theatre 

Tickets are available for JD5 at: 

The Royal Cultural Centre Sweet Supermarket 
Safeway International Skating Palace 

National Muse Conservatory 
For further information please call 824501 


Duties & Responsibilities: 

Under the general supervision of the regional chief technical 

adviser, the national project director will, in accordance with the 

established procedures, assume the following duties and 

responsibilities: 

1 . Undertake planning, directing and organising activities rela- 
tive to the achievement of the project's objectives on the 
basis of the project proposal, findings of the baseline 
research, strategic planning recommendations. 

2. Translate into specific plans and work programmes the 
project's operational framework. 

3. Assist in identifying/recruiting the core staff ol the project as 
well as National Consultants/Resource Persons. 

4. Prepare and organise the project's annual strategic planning 
workshops. 

5. Prepare and 01 ^ anise the project’s training programme on 
entrepreneurship including the study tour. 

6. Coordinate the various activity components of the project and 
ensure complementarity of efforts between qnd among 
collaborating agencies. 

7. Negotiate terms of agreement with various universities and 
qualified institutions for the implementation ot the project's 
baseline research. 

8. Oversee the organisation/implementation of various training 
and information/business advisory activity components of the 
project. 

9. Oversee the preparation of information/training materials to 
be developed/produced by the project. 

10. Negotiate agreements with national financial/banking in- 
stitutions regarding the opening of loan windows for women. 

11. Contribute to the identification/formulation of strategic 
approaches that will ensure sustainability of project's goals. 

12. Establish quarterly work plans and produce progress 
reports. 

13. Monitor and evaluate impact of project activities on the 
target group and on participating/support institutions. 

14. Produce technical reports documenting project results and 
experience. 

15. Prepare annua! and final reports on project activities and 
results to be submitted to the evaluation mission. 

16. Perform other duties as required. 

Qualifications & Experience: 

* Advanced university degree in social sciences or a relevant 
discipline, knowledge of international development initiatives 
and experience in gender and development issues. 

☆ Knowledge of local women NGOs, programmes, initiatives 

and networks. 

☆ 8-12 years of previous experience in development related 
field(s) and the private sector (business entrepreneurship 
management). 

* Full working knowledge of English and Arabic is required. 
Knowledge of French is an asset. 

* Initiative and sound judgment. Ability to work in harmony and 
liaise with different local agencies. 

Interested candidates should submit detailed CV to 
P.O. Box 35286 not later than Aug. 25, 1993. 
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i Clinton hails budget victory as foundation of renewal 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton, elated by the 
Passage through Congress of a 
U.S. federal budget designed to 
heal economic ills, told Amer- 
icans they had again seized con- 
trol of their economic destiny. 

After a day of nail-biting un- 
certainty, the Senate Friday night 
passed into law a plan containing 
$255 billion in spending cuts and 
S241 billion in new taxes and 
other revenues that Republicans 
and some Democrats had bitterly 
contested. Democrats say h will 
cut the federal deficit by $496 
billion over five years. 

“After 12 long years (of Re- 
publican rule) we can say to the 
American people tonight we have 
laid the foundation for the renew- 
al of the American dream," an 
elated Clinton told a White 
House ceremony after the final 
vote. “After a long season of 
denial and drift and decline, we 
are seizing control of our econo- 
mic destiny.*’ 

Vice President AJ Gore, who 
presides over the Senate, cast the 
vote that broke a 50-50 tie and 
sent the budget to Mr. Clinton for 
bis signature. 

The outcome bad been uncer- 
tain less than an hour before the 
vote, but Senator Bob Kerrey, a 
Nebraska Democrat who had 
agonised over the issue, 
announced: “I could not and 
should not cast the vote that 
brings down your presidency.” 

Bonn stops 
export credit 
guarantees 
for Russia 

BONN (R) — The German gov- 
ernment, losing patience with 
Russia's persistent failure to pay 
for goods, will stop providing 
export credit guarantees for trade 
with Russia, the economics minis- 
try said Friday. 

No * . new guarantees under 
Germany's “Hermes" program- 
me will be granted until Mos- 
cow’s payments record improves. 

“The high risk of default has 
made this step necessary," a 
ministry spokesman told Reuters. 

Most German companies re- 
fuse to do business with countries 
such as Russia, which are per- 
ceived as risky, unless the govern- 
ment provides credit guarantees 
which ensure they will be paid if. 
-their trading partner defaults. 

Until now the German govern- 
ment, grateful to Moscow for 
allowing the country to unite, has 
been willing to do this. 

But as budget deficits soar be- 
cause of recession and the costs of 
unification, Bonn has dearly de- 
cided it can no longer afford to 
underwrite trade with Russia. 

It announced in May that it had 
been forced to pay out 955 mil- 
lion marks ($562 million) in 1992 
on deals where Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) 
countries defaulted. 

Hermes Kreditversicherungs 
A.G., the export credit guarantee 
agency, says it had to cover de- 
faults totalling 1.7 billion marks 


Six Democrats voted against 
the bill, which did not receive a 
single Republican vote in either 
the House or Senate — - a de- 
velopment virtually unheard of in 
the last 50 years for a piece of 
major legislation. 

The budget victory should 
boost Mr. Clinton's stature and 
help to energise his presidency. 
The 46-year-old president’s im- 
age was tarnished by a series of 
bungled appointments and other 
political embarrassments after he 
took office in January, giving him 
the lowest approval ratings of any 
new U.S. president. 

It should also dear the way for 
action on other elements of the 
hopeful agenda Mr. Clinton 
brought to the White House, 
when hopes ran high that he 
would move swiftly to bring new 
prosperity after a painful reces- 
sion. 

Passage capped a day of phone 
calls and personal meetings with 
the undecided Kerrey. 

In an impassioned speech that 
drew rare applause from senators 
in the chamber, Mr. Kerrey criti- 
cised Mr. Clinton and the Repub- 
licans and called for new efforts 
to rebuild the economy. 

“I’ve taken too long, I’m 
afraid, to reach this decision. My 
head, I confess, aches with all the 
thinking,” Mr. Kerrey said. 

“But my heart aches with the • 
conclusion that I will vofe yes for 


a bill which challenges America 
too little, because I do not trust 
what my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle will do if I say 
no,” he said. 

Mr. Clinton has made the plan 
the cornerstone of his young 
administration, and failure would 
have been a crippling blow. 

Hie packed Senate galleries 
burst into applause when Mr. 
Gore announced the final vote. 

The House passed the com- 
promise bill by a razor-thin 218- 
216 margin Thursday night after a 
day of frantic lobbying and (teal- 
making by Mr. Clinton and 
Democratic leaders. 

Republicans, who held the 
presidency as the national debt — 
the accumulation of annual de- 
ficits — reached four trillion dol- 
lars, said the plan contains too 
many taxes, some of which are 
retroactive, and does not cut 
spending quickly enough. 

“Let me predict that President 
Clinton may well go down in 
history as the only president who 
increased taxes before he took 
office and who didn’t cut spend- 
ing until after he left, because 
(cuts) don’t occur until after 
1996,” said Senate minority lead- 
er Bob Dole, a Kansas Republi- 
can. 

Republicans forced a series of 
procedural votes designed to kill 
the plan, including one to declare 
retroactive tax increases in the 
measure unconstitutional, but 


were defeated on almost straight 
party line votes. 

Here are selected provisions of 
President Clinon’s deficit-cutting 
plan which was given final 
approval in the Senate late Fri- 
day. The plan cuts S496 billion off 
the deficit over five years by 
raising net taxes S241 billion and 
cutting spending a net of $255 
billion. 

Tax increases and limits on tax 
breaks: 

— An increase in the personal 
tax rate to 36 per cent from 31 per 
cent for individuals whose taxable 
income is above $115,000 « year 
and couples above 5140,000. The 
rate will rise to 39 per cent for 
income above $250,000. The new 
rates, retroactive to Jan. 1, 1993, 
combined with other taxes on 
personal income will raise $115 
billion. 

— A 4.3 cent-per-gallOD in-' 
crease in the tax on transport 
fuels, including a jump in the 
petrol tax from 14.1 cents to 18.4 
cents per gallon. Commercial jet 
fuel wiD be exempted from the 
increase for two years. The tax 
will raise $24.2 billion. 

— A tax to pay for medicare on 
all wages. Until now, wages 
above $135,000 have been ex- 
empt. The new tax will raise $29 
billion. 

— A limit on the deductions 
for moving expenses, raising $2.2 
billion. 

, — An increase in the top 


corporate tax rate to 35 per cent 
from the current level of 34 per 
cent. The new rate affects taxable 
income above $10 million, raising 
$16.4 billion. 

— An increase to 85 per cent 
from tiie current level of 50 per- 
cent in the amount of social 
security taxes subject to taxation 
for some recipients. The increase 
will affect individuals with incom- 
es above $34,000 and couples 
with incomes above $44,000, rais- 
ing $24.6 billion. 

— New tax accounting rules for 
securities dealers, forcing . them 
to value securities at current 
juices instead of price paid origi- 
nally. Raised $3.8 billion. 

— Modify corporate rules on 
the payment of estimated taxes, 
raising $7.8 billion. 

— Limit tax credits for Amer- 
ican companies doing business in 
Puerto Rico, raising $3.7 billion., 

— A redaction on the deduc- 
tion for business meals from 80 
per cent to 50 per cent. That will 
raise $15 trillion. 

— $56 billion in medicare cuts 
and $7 billion off medicaid over 
five years. 

— A provision to prohibit pub- 
licly held companies from deduct- 
ing executive compensation in 
excess of SI milli on for some of 
their top employees. 

— Shifts at least 60 per cent of 
the government guaranteed col- 
lege loans to direct loans over 
four years, instead of through' 


British, French shares hit new records 


LONDON (R) — The London 
. share market raced to a record 
j. dose Friday, boosted by the 
shakeup in the European Com- 
munity's exchange rate mechan- 
ism and improving prospects for 
lower British interest rates, share 
analysts said. 

The “Footsie" index, the 
Financial Times-Stock Exchange 
index of 100 key shares which is 
the barometer of the London 
stock exchange, jumped 26.4 
points to 2,969.8. 

It has roared up around 150 
points in the past 10 days and 
most analysts believe the bullish 
mood could continue. 

Traders and analysts said some 
of Friday's gains were technical as 
persistent buying this week 
caught market makers short of 
stock. But they added that the 
market was solidly underpinned. 

Tony Broccado, analyst for 


Japanese financial group 
Nomura, which has for some time 
been the most bullish in London's 
City financial district, said: 

. “3,000 is now in the market’s 
rangefinder. Ac assault on 3,000 
over coming weeks would not be 
out of line.” 

Nomura has a year-end fore- 
cast for the FTSE index of 3,500. 

Some analysts were concerned 
over high share valuations and 
tiie speed of the recent rise but 
others took heart from the mar- 
ket’s resistance to any downward 
correction this week and the 
strength of buying in stock index, 
futures. 

They said share prices might 
find further support as money 
flows m from Britain’s -private 
investors seeking a higher return 
than from bank deposits ata time 
of low interest rates. 

“The market is going up. There 


is catching up to be done with the 
gilt (British government bond) 
market,” said Peter Lyon, global 
strategist with brokers Smith New 
Court. 

Earlier tins week stockbroker 
S.G. Strauss Turnbull raised its 
year-end stock index target to 
3,250 and is looking for 3,050 by 
the end of September, with Brit- 
ish base lending rates down to 
five percent from six by the same 
time. 

Shares also broke fresh ground 
elsewhere in Europe on Friday, 
with France’s CAC-40 index 
jumping to a new peak on grow- 
ing expectations that the Bank of 
France might soon cut inteerest 
rates. 

The Paris index snared 34.53 to. 

The, Paris index soared 34.53 to a 
dosing high' of 2,149.83, topping 
its previous record dose of 
2,129.32, hit more than three 


years ago on April 20, 1990. 

Ther 37-sharc DAX index in 
Frankfurt added 8.68 to a high for 
the year of 1,869.38 but was just 
over 100 points below its all-time 
peak finish of 1,976.43, set on 
March 31, 1989. 

The Footsie had been stuck for 
the most part between 2,800 and 
2,900 since March 8 this year, 
when it bit its previous dosing 
peak of 2,957.3. 

Andrew Bell, analyst with 
brokers BZW, said a new boost 
came from excitement in Euro- 
pean markets, with the forced 
move to wider fluctuation bands 
in the EC currency grid expected 
to speed up cuts in interest rates. 

Mark Tinker of Kleinwort Ben- 
son said there was a risk that 
European politicians would dis- 
appoint marketSjby trying to keep 
tbOT interest rates -jrigi,. This 
could “put a large pin in the 
balloon,” he added. 


China urges people to cool economic hopes 


PEKING (R) — China claimed 
early success Saturday in its drive 
to slow growth and head off an 
economic meltdown, but said too 
many local officials were still 
chasing fast profits and ignoring 
central government orders. 

The offida] People's Daily said 
Peking's call to strengthen con- 
trol over economic growth rates 
riding as high as 14 per cent bad 
yielded “preliminary results in 
certain areas.” 

But in a separate, strongly 
worded commentary, the Com- 
munist Party’s offida] mouth- 
piece said local , officials must 


follow Ithe new policies and stop 
seeking to shield their regions 
from the effects of the new go- 
slow order. 

“Some regions and work units 
are still not completely united in 
thought and deed regarding the 
new central polities." the news- 
paper said. 

“Some feel that the problem is 
not that serious,” it said. “Some . 
stress too strongly that their situa- 
tion. is special and ask to oc 
treated as exceptions, while .. 
others are afraid of ‘missing the 
I&st train* and continue blindly 
setting up shop," it stud. 


Th People’s Daily said sacri- 
fices ould have to be made to 
ensure the healthy overall de- 
velopment of the economy, and 
that every region must follow the 
new fine. 

“Although this may influence 
some partial or immediate gains, 
the reward will be the continued 
fast and healthy development of 
the entire economy,” it said. 

Peking has been fighting to 
bring the economy back under 
control following an 18-month 
growth boom sparked by senior 
leader Deug Xiaoping’s call for 


accelerated economic reforms. 

Faced with inflation rates top- 
ping 20 per cent in several major 
cities and a fever of speculative 
investment and development 
across the country, Pelting in 
June charged Vice Premier Zhu 
Rongji with tightening credit and 
cooling things down. 

China has 'experienced 'econo- 
mic meltdown before. In the late 
1980s, rapid growth boiled over 
into disastrously high inflation 
rates, which were a major reason 
for the pro-democracy protests of 
1989. 


banks. The change will save $4.3 
billion, while allowing the gov- 
ernment to reduce interest rates j 
to students and permit more 
generous payback terms. 

— Cuts federal farm spending 
S3 billion, but excludes Clinton, 
plan to eliminate federal honey 
subsidy. 

Increased tax breaks and 
spending: 

— An increase in the amount 
of equipment small firms can 
write off in one year to $17,500 
from the current level of 510,000, 
at a cost of $4.5 billion. 

— Business tax break that 
effectively cuts the alternative 
mini mum tax for some corpora- 
tions, at a cost of S4.3 billion. 

— A $21 billion expansion in 
the earned income tax credit for 
the working poor. 

— A $3.5 billion programme of 
tax breaks and new spending in 
depressed urban areas. 

— A new $585 million prog- 
ramme for childhood vaccina- 
tions for the poor. 

— An increase of $2.5 billion in 
the federal food stamps program- 
me, which provides nutrition 
assistance to the poor. 

— Permanent extension of a 
tax credit for helping fund low 
income housing, at a cost of $4.8 
billion. 

— A provision allowing 
businesses to write-off so-called 
“intangibles,” % including compu- 
ter software, over 15 years. 


Trucks 
rolling again 
in India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — Trucks 
were back on the roads across' 
India Saturday after cargo haul- 
ers called off a nationwide strike 
which halted the movement of 
food and freight across state bor- 
ders for nearly a week. 

Fruit and vegetables, dairy pro- 
ducts and manufactured goods 
were being delivered once again 
throughout India’s 25 states 
Saturday, state-run radio said. 

The powerful All India Motor 
Transport Congress (AIMTC) 
ordered truckers back to work 
after Transport Minister Jagdish 
Tytler vovred to abolish inter- 
-state taJJs and highway levies. 

< The various state tolls ■ fold 
taxes adcFmoretftan STSStmUibn 
d ftyeax to .state coffers, bc frt ro ck 
drivers say the practice breeds 
corruption, causes delays and in- 
creases transportation costs. ' 

Fruit and vegetable prices 
soared in a number of Indian 
states after the 1.8 million truck- 
era warned they would be forced 
to lay off workers because of a 
scarcity of raw materials. 

The AIMTC bad called a strike 
in July of last year to demand the 
lifting of the state tolls and taxes, 
but went back to work following 
government assurances that the 
matter would be resolved soon. 

“It did not happen and this 
time we wanted a formal declara- 
tion," said AIMTC Secretary 
General Ghittranjan Dass. 

The national union said the ban 
on inter-state traffic had been 
complete 




Andy Capp 


'I'M NOT REALLY MAD AT YOU! THIS 
IS JUST A REHEARSAU” 



Jt 


Mutt'n’Jeff 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 





arrangethe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sutj- 
oesied by the above cartoon. v 


Russia wants West 

to write off 
part of debt 


Answer here: 


WASHINGTON (R) — ' Rus ?® ifS* ^88®* 

plans to ask major mdustn^ would suffer the 

countries and international banks ^nte-off- - # 

to write off a big. chunk of the 

nearly $80 billion m debt it ewes There reduction, 

them a senior Russian offioal aas rug"* ^ other 

said Friday. . . ■ . Western governments in the so- 

The surprise request, which Pans Qub have agreed to 

Russia has yet to make formally, ^ of Poland’s debts, 

could run into opposition from Jjj® ^ country has yet to 


providing billions of dollars in aid 
to Moscow. 

“We want a large debt reduc- 
tion from our creditors,” Kon- 
stantin Kagalovsky, Russia’s rep- 
resentative at the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

He said that Russia does not 
have the means to pay off all the 
debts and will be forced into an 
eventual default if its debt burden 
is not reduced. 

“This is money that was given 
to the former Soviet Union — the 
evil empire, as it was called at 
that time in the United States." 
Mr. Kagalovsky said. “This 
money was completely wasted. 
The communists used it to pro- 
long their rule. Now it’s a burden 
for democratic Russia.” 

The huge debts threaten to 
undermine Russia’s efforts to re- 
form its economy, sapping the 
country of much-needed finance 
as it struggles to free itself from 
communism, be said. 

Russia just last week com- 
pleted negotiations with its inter- 
national bank creditors on a debt 
rescheduling agreement covering 
1992 and 1993 payment: 

But that pact — like a similar 
one struck by Russia last April 
with the United States and its 
allies — merely gave Moscow 
more time to pay its debts. It did 
not forgive them. 


international bank creditore-^ 

Russia, though, is a far neder 
country than Poland, with, re- 
sources of oil, gold m*d di- 
amonds, and thus might race re- 
sistance from creditors to a re- 
quest for debt forgiveness.- 

Mr. Kagalovsky played down 
the importance of those:, re- 
sources, and instead stressedithe 
massive problems that Russia 
faces after decades of communist 
rule *— from a potential “ecolo- 
gical catastrophe” to a distorted 
economic structure. 

“There is a myth that Russia is 
a country with great resources,” 

■ he said. “Unfortunately, that 
myth has nothing to do with 
reality.” 

The Russian official declined to 
say how much of a debt redacti o n 
Russia would be seeking, 
although he did note that Poland 
had obtained a 50 per cent cot in 
its debts. 

Mr. Kagalovsky said dial IMF 
projections paint a stark picture 
of die situation that Russia will 
find itself in coming years as its 
foreign debts mount and pay- 
ments increase. 

According to the IMF, Russia’s 
foreign debt is fikely to climb to < 
$91.7 billion at the end of -this 
years and to $122.7 bilfioo bytfhe 
end of 1999. Its annual debt 
service bill will rise to $39 billion 


Much of Russia’s debts — in 1999 from $20.5 billion this 
more than $35 billion — are owed year. . 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
less you have a strong desire to 
spendjtbe day alone seek out plain- 
making, honest individuals who 
know the truth about yourself and 
will teJI,you exactly . where ; you 
stand ' fn their estimation. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Other persons and your relations 
with them are die motivations with 
which you have to contend as well 
as have opportunities today so be 
on the qui vive. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
How you are going to do what will 
best serve your own interests and 
those dose to you is the framework 
of todays activities but it wont be 
easy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
want to have a good time today 
and it is a fine time to do so if you 
don't I£t some routine activities 
you feel you must do stand in the 
■way. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You can have a very good 
time at your residence now and 
have good friends in and enjoy 
them but don’t indude an older 
person who throws a damper on 
pleasure. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the persons you want to get 
in touch with for whatever your 
reason and you should be success- 
ful in coming together at a meeting 
of minds. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You have a good chance to 


make your property more valuable 
and especially if you listen to whai 
one of excellent taste, -experience 
has to suggest . 1 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


vJfll^done today so don't stick just 
. Wfflri the ■ family. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) So long as you keep away 
from an acquaintance: who could 
cost you eousideral le expense, this 
is a fine time to be with the one Vbu 
love the most. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Don't let an outside 
condition get you muddled in your 
thinking for otherwise you are 
under excellent influences to join 
understanding friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. -to 
January 20) Gening involved in 
going from one limitation to 
another is not good for you bur you 
can ioih with outsiders you like for 
■some- civic or community in- 
terests. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febni- { 
aiy 19) Avoid gening involved in a ‘ 
dispute between your attachment j 
a "9 a ft 1 * 0 *! and spend your time ! 
today looking in ways to really 
express fine principles. 

WSCES: (February 20 ro March 
&}) Spend as much time as you can 
today with the attachment who 
means the most to you and sidestep 
duties that irk as well as getting 
into new situation. 



THE Daily Crossword by 


Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Ruby spinal 
6 Tennis great 
10 " — Jury" 

14 Love fooNsftly 

15 — beer 

16 EdMe part of 
grain 

17 Woody vines 

20 Wise 

21 Mwntaln crest 

22 Indian queen 

23 Suffies 
25 Tiny 

27 See you later 
29 Rented 
33 Hypodermic 
Injection 
35 Wise man 

38 Four-Jn-hand 

39 Exclamation of 
surprise 

*3 Paddle 
44 — boyl 
AS Christen 
*6 Raise a design 


■■■■■ ■■■■ 
annul as« 
anna»i 


■ aau aaaa 

lSS n 3SSS B a3 

|ni« "aaaS 



aaaaa a 


54 Defeats - 

decisively 

58 — Domingo 13 Otherwise 

aa 8L formerly 

®i£32?£r' 19 -Stanley 

sass 

30 Hold back* 

MPjj^teteher 

71 Blockhead 33 Wrinkle ' 

72 Long time 34 Plant 


(Answers tomorrow} 

Yesterdays I Jumbles: POACH HAREM PANTRY WEAPON 

| Answer. What Lady Godrva said at the end ot her rids— 
"WHOA" 


70 Stoop eacnar 

71 Blockhead 33 Wrinkle ' 

72 Long time 34 Plant 


37 Chickpea 

1 Qpff 39 Actor Peso 

2 Relevant 40 Tabula — 

3 Jeweler's glass 41 pi ea 

4Bmnch 42 □ — . Tex. 

■ 35K--a 

fiiSL, SO Engrave 

JHE' sari— 
ST srsr- 

12 Rabbit ion S7 Vatanators 


Yertontoy’s Puzzle Solved 


S' 

finuaraiD nnnnn rH 
oa Rr,H R ™ annnn 

Will 
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Economy 


Gulf states to ask EC 
to identify exports 

imported products from the EC 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states plan to asJc the Eoro- 
pean Community (EC) to identify 
the origin of all its exports to 
them, a move trade sources said 
appeared aimed at preventing 
Israel from dream venting the 
Arab boycott. 

Authorities m the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC) received 
complaints some products Im- 
ported from the EC. the GCCs 
main trade partner, do not carry 
the name of the producing coun- 
try, local newspapers reported 
Friday. 

They said the Riyadh-based 
GCC secretariat had sent tetters 
on the issue to the trade author- 
ities and chambers of commerce 
and industry in member staters — 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, 
Bahrain, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

“It asked them to implement 
decisions by the customs chiefs in 
the GCC on the need thar all 






Queen Elizabeth opens 
palace to public 


By Jill Serjeant 

Reuter 

LONDON — Queen Elizabeth 
II opened Buckingham Palace 
to the paying public on Satur- 
day, but only half the expected 
number of sightseers turned up 
for a first-hand glimpse of the 
riches of her London home. 

A handful of visitors camped 
out for days in nearby St. 
James' Park and enjoyed the 
privilege of being among the 
first to walk through splendid 
rooms furnished with red plush 
and gilt and diamond chande- 
liers. 

Behind them, however, long 
queues expected failed to 
materialise, despite sunny 
weather and advance publicity 
that would be the envy of most 
of the world’s tourist attrac- 
tions. 

Palace officials said 4,314 
visitors were admitted on the 
first day out of an estimated 
daily capacity of 8,000. 

"I think everyone is very 
satisfied and no major ehang e* 
to the operation are envisaged 
at the moment,” a spokesman 
said. “There has been no great 
press of people a( any time hnd 
that has added to people's; en- 
joyment In that it has been 
modi more comfortable and 
nobody has had to queue for 
dial long.” 

The palace is- open for a 
limited season until October 1. 

The state suite, used to en- 
tertain distinguished foreign 
guests — just a tiny part of the 
600-room palace — is open to 
the public at an entry price of 
eight pounds per head to raise 
money towards the £40 million, 
needed to repair another of the 
Queen's residences, Windsor 
Castle, which was badly dam- 
aged by fire last year. 

The world’s most famous 
stately home drew royalists 
sporting anion jack flags, fore- 
ign holidaymakers and a few 
vocal Republicans who stayed 
outside, waving anti-monarchy 
placards. 

Most who visited said they 
were awed by the 18 richly 
decorated state rooms, art and 


antiques on show, 

“It’s really brilliant. I’ve 
never seen anything like it," 
said Hussein Adib, a language 
student from Saudi Arabia. “It 
was well worth the wail to be 
one of the first folks inside 
Buckingham Palace,’’ said 
Stuart Waldrum from the Un- 
ited States. 

Business was brisk at the 
souvenir shop where scores of 
people waited patiently to buy 
gifts ranging from chocolates 
stamped with the royal insignia 
to jewellery and silk ties. 

One Japanese visitor was re- 
ported to have spent more than 
1,000 pounds on mementos. 

Palace officials said visitors 
displayed none of the dis- 
appointment shown by some 
members of the British press 
who complained the gilt and 
crimson rooms displayed 
dreadful taste and a faded 
glory. A daily telegraph art 
critic found the royal opulence 
“hideous beyond my descrip- 
tion.” 

Underlining damage done to 
the monarchy by a series of 
failed marriages and com- 
plaints about the cost of the 
royal upkeep, the opening was 
marred by a small band of 
anti-royalists. 

Folioe said up to 30 protes- 
ters wearing cardboard crowns 
and carrying placards staged a 
brief demonstration but dis- 
persed after being booed by 
the crowd. 

The only complaints from 
the tourists were that the 
queen was not at the launch 
and that her rooms held little 
flavour of royal sagas such as 
separation of heir-to-the- 
throne Prince Charles and his 
wife Princess Diana. 

The qaeen has arranged to 
be on holiday for the whole 
time the tourists are tramping 
through her home. On Satur- 
day she was attending the 
funeral of Belgium’s King 
Baudouin. "We're dis- 
appointed that the queen isn’t 
here. When we go to Disney- 
land mickey’s there,." said Ed 
Laird from California. 
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must cany the name of the fac- 
tory and the producing country as 
the GCC does,” the lencr su'd. 

"The secretariat will soon con- 
tact die EC to ask it to comply 
with such decisions after some 
products carried only the label 
‘Made in Europe'.” ‘ 

Gulf trade sources said the 
move was apparently aimed at 
preventing Israel from breaking a 
collective Arab economic boycott 
as it could have shareholdings in 
the company which exports to the 
GCC. 

«. Some Arab countries have 
e a sed the boycott but most GCC 
states still strictly enforce die 
ban. which has cost Israel more 
than $50 billion since it was intro- 
duced after the Jewish state was 
created in 1948. 

The EC is the main economic 
partner of the GCC, with their 
two-way trade peaking at $37 
billion in 2992. 


Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan 
join new rouble zone 

MOSCOW (R) — The Central Asian state of Uzbekistan and 
neighbouring Kazakhstan formally joined a new rouble zone Satur- 
day. saying they want to be members of a joint monetary system with 
Russia, Interfax News Agency said. 

1 Interfax said the presidents of Russia , Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 
[signed a joint statement after intensive discussion of the situation that 
mas emerged since Russia effectively introduced its own national 
Currency last month. 

The statement said Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, whose economies 
are doscly intertwined with Russia's, “have decided to set up a joint 
[monetary system with the Russian Federation using the rouble, the 
pinmecy of Russia". 

1 The document also gave the heads of governments and central 
Ibanks of the three states two weeks to finalise the scheme. 

Late last month Russia's central hank announced it was withdraw- 
ing all pre-1993 roubles from circulation and the 1993 banknotes 
became the country's only currency. I 

The move forced other ex-Soviet republics, which were still using 
{the rouble, to decide whether to introduce their own currencies! 
immediately or join Russia. 

Russian officials have mude dear that those joining Russia will to a 
certain extent lose their sovereignty, is their centra] banks would 
become effective branches of the Russian central bank. 

Some states, such as Georgia, are introducing their own currency. 


Future looks bright for Gulf steel industry 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Cheap 
energy and high liquidity will turn 
the Gulf into a major steel- 
producer although it is among the 
poorest regions in reserves of iron 
ore, according to an official in- 
dustrial group. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states currently 
produce around 2.4 million ton- 
nes of steel per year and new 
plants and expansion projects will 
push the figure to nearly four 
million tonnes per year. 

"GCC states are expected to 
become major producers of steel 
and related material in the next 
period,” the Doha-based Gulf 
Organisation for Industrial Con- 
sultancy (GOIQ said in a study. 
“The steel industry is considered 
one of the basic industries that 
constitute the backbone of the 
light.industrial sector in the re- 
gion because it is dosely associ- 
ated with several other indus- 
tries." 

GOIC. which advises on gov- 
ernment industrial policies in the 
region, put Saudi Arabia's steel 
production at around 1.8 million 


tonnes per year and Qatar's at 
600,000 tonnes. 

It said expansion would push 
the kingdom's production to ab- 
out 2.3 million tonnes and 
Qatar's to 1.2 million tonnes. A 
new steel plant in Qatar, to cost 
around S329 million, will have an 
output capacity of 500,000 ton- 
nes. 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) also plans to build a $400 
million plant with a capacity of 

600.000 tonnes per year. The 
other GCC members — Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Oman — do not have 
a Steel industry. 

The industry was launched in 
the 1970s when GCC nations 
embarked on a massive drive to 
build the infrastructure with the 
help of oil wealth. 

The projects helped the region 
slash steel imports to nearly 

300.000 tonnes a year from more 
than 3.5 million tonnes in 1983. 
mostly from Turkey. 

The new steel projects in the 
region and expansion of existing 
plants were prompted by a surge 
in domestic demand due to an 


upturn in the construction sector. 

A recent report by the UAE 
contractors' association said the 
construction sector in the GCC 
peaked at S30 billion in 1992. The 
upswing is expected to continue 
as more funds return from abroad 
for investment.. 

“Construction remains one of 
the most profitable sectors in the 
Gulf given the high rents,” said 
Mohammad Kaswani, a leading 
UAE stockbroker. “Its return 
exceeds 10 per cent, compared 
with less than six per cent from 
bank deposits.” 

Apart from steel, GCC states 
have also become major produc- 
ers of aluminium and cement as 
they pump more funds into the 
industrial sector in a bid to reduce 
-Ml as their main 


source of income. 

Such industries have prospered 
as they require intensive use of 
energy and the region is among 
the richest in oil and gas, sitting 
on more than 40 per cent of the 
world’s crude and 17 per cent of 
the world's gas. 

Iron reserves in the Gulf are 
negligible, with only a few 
thousand tonnes in Saudi Arabia 
and Oman. The region imports 
iron from Australia and Europe. 

“After a decline in demand for 
steel in the GCC between 1983 
and 1990. it is expected to pick tip 
in the 19S0s after the region 
overcame the relative recession 
and managed to adapt to new- 
economic developments,” the 
GOIC said. 


Morocco plans to invest $375m in telecoms 


RABAT (R) — Morocco invested the equivalent of $209 million to 
expand its telecommunications network Iasi year and plans to invest a 
further $375 million this year, a senior official said Friday. 

El Jilali Antari, director of the state-owned Office National des 
Posies ec Telecommunications (ONPT), told Reuters the agency was 
introducing digital telephone and switching systems os part of a major 
modernisation programme. 

He said two billion dirhams ($209 million) hud been invested lost 
year and 3.6 billion dirhams ($375 million) would be invested this 
year. 

Contracts for equipment and installations had been awarded to 
Bell Canada in the southern pan of the country, including Casablanca 


and to Alcatel of France and Eriksson of Sweden in the north. 

A senior Bell Canada executive said his group would install 
.100,000 new lines in the south this year, the same as last year. 
In its annual report, the ONPT said the number of lines rose from 

675.000 in 1991 to 838,000 last year, and phone subscribers rose from 

497.000 to 654,000. 

Morocco, it said, now had direct dialling facilities with 162 
countries compared to 117 in 1991. 

The World Bank lent Morocco $100 million in February to help 
finance telecommunications projects. A European Community 
spokesman said talks were in progress for a similar loan from the 
European Investment Bank. 


Jerusalem/lntermarkets Advertising 
wins Philadelphia Bank account 

Jerusalem/lntermarkets Advertising recently signed an agreement 
with the newly-founded Philadelphia Bank accrediting it as the 
bank’s advertising agent. " 

The Philadelphia Bank was bom on March 17, 1993, as a result of 
a merger between the Jordanian Financing House and DARCO 
Company, with a capital of JD1Q million. ! 

The last acquisition is yet another achievement for the Intermar- , 
kets Advertising network and in particular for the Amman office ■ 
which, since the beginning of the year, has acquired several new ' 
accounts adding to its already impressive portfolio. 


FOR RENT 

Furnished Apartment ~ 

Double bedrooms, bathroom, large living area, dining" 
area, kitchen, independent entrance and telephone. 
Location: Tla'a Al Ali 

Please call telephone No. 601868 from 5:09 p.m. tor 
7:00 p.m. 





VYv 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND .- RESERVATIONS. 


A## IN KA1MAR & SONS 

604^76 6Q4696 s' 
•oaox 7806 



G 


1 CROWN INTL EST. 

A Packing, shipping 
B Forwarding, storage 
I worldwide Removals 
Air, Sea and Land 



Amman 

International Hotel 




^ sVCAT X 

Tel 841712 / 841713 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
t VOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING- JABAL LWE1BDEH 
AMMAN -JORDAN 



Every Friday & Sunday 

FAMILY LUNCH 

AdriB J.D. 7.000 Qfldrci 4.000 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% larger 

* From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT B SALE 

- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 

For further details, 
please call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810609 . 
Fax: 810520 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-. 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAKOTEL 

ife2<lWs 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 238 88 DAR OTLJQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
__ Businessmen 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(B) days (7) nights 
t Istanbul $800 H/B & lours 

* Antalya S 800 H/B 

i Turkish Riviera $£Q0 H/B 

* Cyprus S770 B/B 

i All in 5 star INT'L HTL-S 


Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
Hoiel reservaiions at 
Internalional S 
Luxury Hotels m 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypi 


r > Our first class services & moderate prices 
l^fr-imake sense for leisure & business travellers! 
r "TZ Tel.: 698180/698181. Fa* AAQ9H7 



THE 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT* 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 81 8214 

Come and taste our 
specialties 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30- Midnight y 


Tiw lies! Oriental 1'ixxl in Town 


£ 0 =? H Jr 




CHINA 
HOUSE 
[Restaurant 


oiuii 

iSL 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
Prepared by oar 
CHa» chefs 
Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Take my santas 
Jabal Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
* Industrial R ri. 
t*L 693QQ4 



I MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

jopgii A 1 -ui-n.M 

Taker away is available 

waoi Saqra Roaa 
near Prvaoeipfiia Hotel y 

[T«L 681922, Amman) 

C«e Tasted yy} :/ 1 

Ej k Always Lci/ed 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

i$t Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Taka away fs available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 633968 


Jin RESTAURANT 


■ Chinese, Thai, Phflliplno, Indonisian, Malaysian 
& Japanese specialities 

■ Live Band "6“ nights a* week 

■ World wide programs VIA satellite 
Takeaways & delivery Available 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 Midnight 
Friday SPM Midnight 



:i - Mu Ci'cicv j.-.n.ii i'Ti.Tijfi -0pp2i.!!t' Frcncn lo 


J( _ 653482 



French £ 


utAine 



Lunch & Dinner 
7 days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 JJ 
Shmelsani-Near Babish 
AmmarvJordan 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 

ISiTWBlIflT 

Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-TJ.30pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Teh 6 59519 659520 


MOVING ?: 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEXT- 
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World News 



v. 

-Serbs insist mountain supply 
trail be denied to Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R.) — Bosnian 
Serb insistence that a Muslim 
■ supply route be cut is delaying a 
Serb army withdrawal from 
tl 1 mountains overlooking Sarajevo, 
*V. a senior United Nations official 
/.,/ Said Saturday. 

' A Serb pullout and handover 
i.'-of newly-captured positions to 
U.N. military observers is viewed 
. .-as essential to progress at the 
Bosnia peace talks, due to resume 
.in Geneva Monday. 

.*v-- Commanders of the opposing 
K- Serb and Muslim-led armies sus- 
pended talks with U.N. 
peacekeepers in Sarajevo Friday 
‘ .:-with differences unresolved over 
—•-title proposed ceding of Serb posi- 
? , tions on Igman and Bjelasnica 
.*» ' Mountains. 

> • ‘The problem was routes of 

supply for the Bosnian army. 
r.'Tbat was basically the problem, 

> ■ not the high ground , not Bjelasni- 
ca, not die areas of Igman,** said 

■•iv-fthe U.N. Protection Force’s civil 
M-vaffairs coordinator, Viktor 
Andreyev. 

•I- -He said Bosnian Serb army 
. * -commander General Ratko Mla- 
dic, whose forces captured the 
ini heights earlier this week, had 
“emotional” at the talks. 
Gen; Mladic said he could not 
i.'s-Jet Muslim-led forces have the 
'..-mountain supply trail — a route 
he called “Allah's road.” 

But Mr. Andreyev denied the 
.v: meeting had been a complete 
(^•failure because Gen. Mladic, his 
Muslim counterpart General 
-,. v Rasim Delic and U.N. comman- 
- deT General Francis Briquemont 
e." would meet again at Sarajevo 
Airport at noon Sunday. 
o\*v- “They did not break down at 
' all ...the atmosphere of the meet- 
ing was rather emotional but we 
-.-are hopeful. We will have to wait 
(-.until tomorrow.'' he told repor- 


ters. 

Four U.N. military observers 
went up to Bjelasnica earlier this 
week and a second team was 
leaving for Igman Saturday. . 

U.N. military spokesman Com- 
mander Barry Frewer said Fri- 
day's talks bad resulted in “vir- 
tually an impasse ...on how it 
(withdrawal and U.N. monitor- 
ing) should be implemented " 

He said Serb artillery opened 
fire on Igman late Friday when 
Muslim units withdrew to Hrasni- 
ca. a Sarajevo suburb at the base 
of the mountain. 

“What we are seeing is the 
Bosnian Serb army consolidating 
up there. There are no move- 
ments at this time to withdraw,” 
the U.N. spokesman added. 

The Muslim-led government 
which bolds Sarajevo insists that 
Serb forces quit the mountain 
positions. 

The United States Friday 


communities were due to resume 
talks in Geneva Monday on set- 
ting up a proposed “union” of 
three ethnic republics. 

But the most difficult part of 
the negotiation is expected to be 
the drawing up of the new repub- 
lics' borders. 

In a U.N. report to be pub- 
lished Sunday, Bosnia mediators 
Lord Owen and Thorvald Stol- 


Saturday upon his return to 
Washington in a continuing cam- 
paign to shore up international 


support for military action. 
Mr.C 


tenberg say Sarajevo itself ple- 
ats the 


may re- 
vived the threat of NATO air 
strikes to prevent any further 
tightening of the siege ring 
around the battered capital and 
its 380,000 captive citizens. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher warned the Serbs 
they must expect NATO air 
attacks on their positions unless 
they desisted from “strangling” 
Sarajevo. 


But the U.N. in Bosvu* again 
voiced its concern about i igger- 
ing Serb retaliation, with Mr. 
Andreyev saying: “We're not 
sure that air strikes could be of 
help now.” 

In addition to pulling bact 
from captured heights, Bosnian 
Serb leaders have offered to opei. 
two new routes to Sarajevo fm 
U.N. military and relief convo_ , 
and commercial traffic. 

Leaders of the three warring 


seats the toughest problem and 
warn a temporary solution for the 
city lasting a year or more might 
be needed. 

“This was the most contentious 
issue during discussions on the 
future map, with positions deeply 
entrenched. The passions 
aroused are intense,” it says of 
Sarajevo. 

“Time may be needed for the 
wounds of the war to heal. Thne 
to restore the damage done to 
communicatfotks and buildings in 
the Serb, Muslim and Croat 
areas. Time during which the 
three republics mil learn to live 
and cooperate together and ...re- 
discover mutual respect and 
tolerance,” it cautions. 

Meanwhile, sporadic fighting 
continued on several battfcfronts 
in central Bosnia, pitting Muslims 
against Croats, Muslims against 
Serbs, Serbs against Ciroats. 

One girl was killed by a sniper’s 
bullet m Mostar and another 
child was wounded by a sniper in 
Novi Travnik. 

Top U.S. and NATO officials 
sent a strong signal to Bosnia’s 
Serbs to halt their seige of 
Sarajevo or face swift military 
action. “We’re ready to take the 
action that needs to be taken,” 
said Secretary of State Warren 
Ouistopher. 

An aide said Mr. Ouistopher 
would be “working the phones” 


Christopher flew to Italy’s 
Aviano Air Force Base Friday for 
a briefing from NATO Secretary 
General Manfred Woerner, U.S. 
General John Shall kashvili, the 
alliance’s top military comman- 
der, and U.S. Admiral Jeremy 
Boorda, the commander of 
NATO air operations in Bosnia. 

“The military operation is 
ready,” said Mr. Ouistopher. “I 
would say to the Serbs they would 
be very unwise to depend upon 
any indecision.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff General 
Colin Powell Friday warned 
against intervening in the Bos- 
nian conflict “just out of a sense 
of frustration.” 


“The use of military force 
should always b s related to a 
political objectivi ” Gen. Powell 
said in an intern rw with British 
1TN television. 

.American troops “are willing 
and able and fully “prepared to 
execute any mission given to 
them,” he said, adding that he 
would advocate the use of milit- 
ary force “in a decisive kind of 
way — overwhelming is not the 
correct word.” 


U.S. Muslim, Jewish and Christian 
leaden Friday urged U.S. President 
BiQ Cfinton to move immediately to 
use all necessary, including 

force, to “ensure genocide in Bosuia- 
Heraegpvina is ended forever.” 

The leaders, members, of. the 
American Task Force on Bosnia 
and representing about a dozen 
organisations, called a news con- 
ference to press their case for a 
more muscular U.S. response to 
Serb aggression. 


-:-S . African 
.-townships 

are calm 
-after army 

.deployment 


• .* 'JOHANNESBURG (AFP) -p A 
'-’tense calm prevailed Saturday 
over Johannesburg's troubled 
1 eastern townships, one day after 
^"battle-hardened troops backed by 
.'•armour and artillery were de- 
’* ployed to reinforce police in the 
area. 

Police said they found seven 
'bodies in the Katlehong and 

■ 'Tokoza townships and one in 

- ‘ Daveyton, and reported several 
-bouses and shacks torched in East 
Rand townships. 

; “ The latest killings brought the 

- death toll to 170 in eight days of 
'. virtual warfare pitting followers 
: of the African National Congress 

■ (ANC) against those of the In- 
• katha Freedom Party (IFP), and 
J both against the police. 

Despite tbe relative overnight 
I calm, tensions remained high, 
’ aggrevated by the presence 
among the troops in Tokoza of 

- members of the now-defunct 32 
Battalion — Angolan-born, 

' Portuguese-speaking veterans of 
the Namibia campaign with a 
1 reputation for a brutality. 

• The unit was disbanded on the 

• insistence of the ANC in March, 
: when - troops were accused of 

• murdering and raping residents 
.during operations in Tokoza 's 

■ Phoxa Park squatter camp, where 

• they were deployed after the end 

• of the 16-year Namibia War in 
: 1989. 

, . Katlehong was also tense after 
s second night without electricity, 
: due to a power failure, according 

- to officials. 


ANC spokesman Carl Niebaus, 
i who warned Friday that the pre- 

■ sence of former 32 Battalion 
“ members in Tokoza would “lead 
,-Jto further problems,” said Satur- 
; day that the deployment of 
> armoured personnel carriers 
‘ mounted with heavy cannon was 
l .“not acceptance.” 

! > “That is not the answer” to the 
; violence, he said. 

■; \ Major General Vos Benade, 

■ dh army spokesman, told The 
Citizen newspaper Saturday, 

; however, that the army did not 

• plan to use heavy artillery. 

• The vehicles, he said, would 
| help “to provide greater protec- 
; tion to soldiers and to circumvent 

■ obstacles.” 

; While radio reports said some 
- ANC and IFP officials had 

• ""cautiously welcomed” tbe troop 
. deployment, the Citizen quoted 

sources in Pretoria as saying tbe 
government had no plans to relin- 
quish its control over the security 
forces until after the elections 
scheduled for April 27. 

Tbe government has been 
under strong pressure from the 
ANC to immediately put all its 
forces under multiparty control 


and set up' a joint peacekeeping 
members of all 


force comprising 
the aimed groups at play in South 
Africa. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Castro steals the show in Bolivia 


LA PAZ, Bolivia (R) — Cuban leader Fidel Castro, on his first 
visit to the country where his comrade in arms Che Guevara was 
shot dead, was mobbed by admirers in La Paz, where he arrived 
for the inauguration of Bolivia's new president. The veteran 
Communist leader basked in adulation as well wishers crowded 
outside his hotel Thursday night, shouting slogans like, “Fidel, 
Bolivia is with you”. From a window in his five-star hotel, Mr. 
Castro raised a cup of coca-leaf tea, a traditional remedy for the 
effects of the city’s 3,600 metre (12,000 feet) altitude, to the 
crowd. Thanking them for the welcome, he shouted bade. “Ciiba 
is not alone”. Castro was invited with four other Latin American 
heads of state by President Jaime Paz Zamora who steps down 
Friday. Paz Zamora, a former leftist revolutionary turned Social 
Democrat, won the presidency four years ago with the backing of 
his old enemy, former military dictator General Hugo Banzer. 


U.S. Senate approves Freeh as FBI chief 

WASHINGTON (R) — The U.S. Senate has confirmed Loins 
Freeh, a 43-year-old federal judge, as director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Mr. Freeh succeeds William 
Sessions, whom President Bill Clinton fired after Mr. Sessions 
had long been dogged by ethical questions. A former FBI agent 
and federal prosecutor with a reputation as a tough crime fighter, 
Mr. Freeh had an easy passage during his confirmation hearing 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, pledging to keep the 
bureau free of political interference. He was confirmed by the 
Senate without debate. 


Death toll In Japan floods reaches 36 


TOKYO (R) — The death toll from torrential rain 
southern Japan rose to 36 late Saturday, with 29 more people’ 
missing, a police spokesman said. The rain, which began 
Thursday, has triggered masave floods and landslides in Kagoshi- 
ma prefecture on Japan's mam3outhem island of Kyushu. Many 
people were homeless and without power supplies, and road and 
rail traffic was paralysed in much of the area, news rep ort s said. 
Prime Minister-Elect Morihiro Hosokawa, a native of Kyushu, 
planned to send a fact-finding team to assess the scale of tbe 
damage in Kagoshima after forming Ins new cabinet Monday, 
Kyodo News Agency said. 


China town back to normal after blast 


PEKING (R) — China said life in Shenzhen had returned to 
normal after a chain of blasts ItiUed at least eight people and 
caused extensive damar in tbe country’s southern economic 
showcase. A spokesman >r the Shenzhen municipal government 
said Saturday that eiv people had been confirmed dead 
following Thursday’s b. -t at a warehouse storing hazardous 
materials. “We still do not have complete information on how 
many people might be missing,’’ the spokesman said by tele- 
phone, adding that more than 160 people had been injured in tbe 
explosion. The official Xinhua News Agency said Shenzhen, 
China’s most successful “special economic zone” just across the 
border from the British colony of Hong Kong, had fully recovered 
after the chain of blasts at the Anmao dangerous goods shipping 
and storage co facility several kilometres north of the dty centre. 
'Traffic has recovered, the social order is normal and the stock 
exchange is again as busy as every day,” the agency said in a 
report issued late Friday. 


Bombers kill Indian legislator 


HYDERABAD, India (AP) — A state legislator who recently 
sought bodyguard protection from the government was killed 
Saturday by bombers. United News of India said. P. Shiva Reddy 
and another person died instantly when three bombs exploded 
near them at noon as they left a wedding in a posh neighbourhood 
of Hyderabad, the capital of Andhra Pradesh state. Two other 
friends — former State Home Minister K. Venkata Rao and 
former State Deputy Speaker P. Suiyanarayana Raju — were 
injured. United News of India (UNI) said. The report did not 


identify tbe other man who died. On Friday, D. Gripada Rao, The 
speaker of the Andhra Pradesh Assembly in southern India, 


ordered his government to protect Mr. Reddy after he said he 
feared being killed. Bnt the UNI report did not say whether Mr. 
Reddy was being guarded by police Saturday. 


Spain seaside bomb blast injures 2 


MADRID (AFP) — A bomb exploded in a hotel in a Mediterra- 
nean seaside resort here Saturday, slightly injuring a paramilitary 
policeman and an Italian tourist, police said. The bomb. 


containing up to 3 kilogrammes (6.6 pounds) of plastic explosives, 
went off in a hotel lift at 5 a.m. (0300 GJdT) in the southern town 


of Manga Del Mar Menor, the police Said. A anonymous caller- 


r, the poi 

warned the hotel's switchboard, and the 800-odd dients were 
evacuated. The civil guardsman and an Italian woman were 
among the last people leaving the building when the bomb went 
off. 
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Tropical 
storm hits 
Trinidad 


PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad (R) 
— Tropical sto rm Bret lashed 
Trinidad and Tobago with heavy 
rains and strong winds early 
Saturday, knocking out power 
throughout the twin-island Carib- 
beannatkra, local television re- 
ported. 

The southern end of the resf rt 
island of Tobago, 22 utiles from 
Trinidad, suffered storm damage 
and several houses in low-lying 
central Trinidad were also dam- 
aged, the reports said. 

Eight soldiers were injured, 
two seriously, in an accident in 
Tobago and have been hospital- 
ised, an official said, but it was 
unclear if their injuries were 
directly related to the storm. No 
details were available. 


Troops have been deployed in 
the main commercial areas in 
Port of Spain to prevent any 
looting in the storm’s wake. 

The neighbouring island nation 
of Grenada was also reported to 
be hit by the storm. 


Trinidad officials said earlier 
that Bret was slowing down and 
drifting slightly north. 

The storm had measured winds 
of 50 miles an hour (80 kph), 
with gusts to 60 (96 kph), accord- 
ing to ACCU-weather forecasting 
service. It was moving west at 21 
mph (33 kph). 

Boats and small vessels were 
told to remain in port, and fhgfat^. 
in and out of Trinidad have been' 
suspended. 



Bosnian Serb soldiers, heavily loaded with 
anununitfem belts, patrol a side of the recently- 


captured Mount Igman overlooking Sarajevo (AFP 

photo) 


Yeltsin calls for ‘urgent measures’ 
to settle Tajikistan border conflict 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin called 
Saturday for “urgent measures” 
to settle a border conflict be- 
tween Tajikistan and Afghanis- 
tan, at the opening of a summit of 
Central Asian states summoned 
to discuss the crisis. 

His call came as Tajik forces 
backed by tanks and warplanes 
kept up an offensive against 
separatist rebels in the eastern 
autonomous region of Gorno- 
Badakhshan. 

Moscow is seeking to persuade 
Tajikistan to negotiate with Isla- 
mic fundamentalists who have 
fled south to Afghanistan and 
with separatists in Gomo-Bad- 
khashan, against whom 
Dushanbe opened a second front 
last week. 

Mr. Yeltsin urged the summit 
to bring diplomatic, military and 
political pressure to bear to help 
end cross-border raids by Tajik 
rebels on government and Rus- 
sian troops guarding tbe frontier, . 
the Interfax News Agency said. 

Mr. Yeltsin told the summit, 
attended by Kazakhstan, Uzbe- 
kistan, Tajikistan and Kyrgyz- 
stan, that “our common concern 
(is the protection of) the border 
of the CIS (Commonwealth of 


U.N. auspices which would lead 
to the signing of a “multipartite 
peace and cooperation accord in 
Central Asia.” 

“Russia is ready to take con- 
crete steps to peacefully resolve 
the problems in this hot spot,” 
added Mr. Yeltsin, quoted by 
Interfax. 

Afghanistan's Foreign Minister 
Hedayat Amin Arsala is expected 
in Dushanbe on a two-day visit 
starting Tuesday. 

However, Mr. Yeltsin warned 
that “the complex situation ne- 
cessitates tbe sending of rein- 
forcements.” He called for dose 
cooperation by summit states in 
regional security matters, adding 
that Moscow was counting on a 
“major contribution” from states 
in the region. 

“Mlfitaiy measures are not our 
chosen option, but in the current 
circumstances it is difficult to 
avoid them,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

The Russian leader reiterated 
his call on Dushanbe to negotiate 
with its rebels, expressing his 
support for “reconciliation and 
not repression.” 

He called on tbe Tajik author- 
ities to start talking “without ex- 
ception” to all opposition parties 
and to«“take into account the 


Independent States).” * balance of clans and ethnic. 

Turkmenistan, participating rn groups” in Tajikistan. 


the closed-door summit as an 
observer, is opposed to military 
intervention in the conflict. 

The Russian leader proposed 
calling a conference with Afgha- 
nistan, used as a base by anti- 
Dushanbe Islamic fighters, under 


- Before breaking, the summit 
leaders signed declarations on the 
inviolabifiiy of borders and mea- 
sures to normalise the situation 
in the region. 

However, Tajik opposition 
leader Mohammad Sharif Himat- 


zade refused Saturday to hold 
direct talks with Dushanbe on the 
Afghan border crisis, but said he 
was willing to negotiate with Rus- 
sian leaders. 

“We are ready to at with the 
Russians as tbe main party in tbe 
crisis,” he said in Kabul. “But we 
are not willing to sit with their 
puppets.” 

He dismissed the summit as a 
ruse by Russia to forr-- the Cen- 
tral Asian republics to send 
troops to tbe Afghan-Tajik fron- 
tier. * 

For their part Tajik opposition 
parties Lali-Badashkhan. Godno- 
Badakhshas separatists, the Isla- 
mic Renaissance Party, the 
nationalist Rastokhez Movement 
and the Tajik Democratic Party 
have called on the government 
for dialogue, according to a joint 
statement published Saturday by 
Interfax. 

Most opposition leaders fled 
Tajikistan when Communists re- 
turned to power in December 
1992, and the Islamic Renewal 
Party has led the fundamentalist 
resistance backed by Afghan Mu- 
jab edeen. 

Mr. Yeltsin also called on 
Dushanbe not to aggravate the 
situation in Gorno-Badakhshan, 

. where Interfax, reported the gov- 
ernment offensive was continuing 
Saturday with tanks and Uzbek 
reinforcements. 

It said more than seven people 
were killed and eight wounded in 
the region, bringing to over 60 
the number killed since the Tajik 
assault began Friday. 


$5. 8b flood aid bill goes to Clinton 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe Senate Friday approved a 
$5.8 billion bill to help the 
flooded midwest and sent the bill 
to President Bill Cfinton for sign- 
ature. 

It had earlier been approved by 
the lower house. 

The cost of the bill doubled 
during its progress through Con- 
gress as the Senate added to it 
and Mr. Clinton asked for extra 
funds to meet tbe rising costs of 
tbe floods. 

Much of the money m the bill is 
exempt from budget caps because 
it is designated as ah emergency 
measure, leading to complaints 
by conservative budget-cutters 
and a promise to look into ways 
of handling emergency bills in the 
future. 

The bill includes disaster aid 


for formers, grants and loans for 
housing, businesses, road and rail 
repairs and flood control. 

Meanwhile, two historic Mis- 
sissippi River towns shored up 
their sapdbag barriers Friday as 
tbe stench of rotting fish and 
debris left by receding waters in 
other areas reminded midwester- 
ners of tbe massive clean-up 
ahead. 

In the historic French colonial 
settlement of Ste. Genevieve, 
volunteers and residents bad 
another stress-filled day when the 
river reached a new crest of 49.5 
(15.08 metres) early Friday. Four 
major leaks which had developed 
in a levee near the downtown 
area were plugged Thursday. 

Levees also remained intact 
across the river in Prairie Du 
Rocher, an Illinois town founded 


in 1722. 

Flooding in tbe Mississippi Riv- 
er basin and its tributaries has 
killed 45 people and caused at 
feast $10 billion in damages over 
the past two-months. 


3 killed by tornado 


A tornado charged through the 
historic city of Petersburg, Virgi- 
nia, Friday, topping buildings and 
killing at feast three people in a shop- 
ping mall that witnesses said was' 
sliced open. Nearly 150 people 
were hurt. 


The storm devastated this eco- 
nomically depressed city’s most 
precious quarter, known as old 
town Petersburg, which has 
several civil war-era buildings 
that withstood union troop bar- 
rages in 1864-65. 


New Japanese premier finalises cabinet line-up 

nrv”>T /a - - _\ „ ... . . ... . 


TOKYO (Agencies) — New 
Japanese Prime Minister Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa, promising a 
cabinet the people want, sat 
down with his new partners in the 
ruling coalition Saturday to final- 
ise the government team. 

Mr. Hosokawa, whose election 
late Friday ended 38 years of 
unbroken rule by the scandal- 
mi red liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP), opened talks with hB 
coalition partners to draw op a 
list expected to include all the 
alliance chiefs. 

' Excluding Mr. Hosokawa, they 
are the beads of seven parties 
from LDP splinter groups to tbe 
Socialists and including a union 
organisation. 

“This is the start of coalition 
rale and I think (each alliance 


partner) should be represented,' 
Mr. Hosokawa told reporters 


Saturday, “We're not going to be 
like the LDP which just doled out 
posts (like rewards for loyalty)... 
the suitability and ability of the 
candidates will be considered 
carefully. 

“My aim now is to create a 
cabinet that lives up to the ex- 
pectations of the people. It’s not 
final yet... but the tine-up will 
include capable lawmakers (from 
my coalition), women and private 
citizens.” 

Mr. Hosokawa said an early 
meeting with U.S. President Bill 
Clinton was at the top of his 
international agenda. 

“It could be in September if 


I’m able to attend tbe U.N. 
General Assembly session or in 
November, when a summit meet- 
ing (of leaders of tbe Asia-Pacific 
region) is scheduled in Seattle,” 
he said as he beaded for his first 
full day at the prime minister’s 
residence. 

The birth of a new government 
— that brings Japan its first 
genuine leadership change in four 
decades — was long and 
anguished. 

The outgoing LDP, reluctant 
to hand over power without a 
straggle, employed delaying tac- 
tics to postpone Mr. Hosofcawa’s 
election in parliament for almost 
two days, stalling the formal 
launch of his government until 
Monday. 

Emperor Akibrto left in the 
midst of the turmoil to represent 
Japan at Saturday’s state funeral 
for Belgium's King Baudotrin. He 
returns Monday to swear in the 
new cabinet. 

Mr. Hosokawa’s first order of 
business late Friday was to name 
Masayoshi Takemuia, leader of 
an LDP splinter party in the 
coalition and a close ally, to the 
post of chief cabinet secretary. 

Former Finance Minister Tsu- 


“It looks tike tbe JRP is pluck- 
ing the best posts for itself,” 
political commentator Minoru 
Morita said on 


televirion. “It 
shows who is really in charge.” 

While Mr. Haia is tbe no minal 
bead of the JRP, once the largest 
and most powerful LDP faction, 
its real power behind the scenes is 
Ichiro Ozawa, an ex-LDP secret- 
ary general. 

He is credited with master- 
minding the creation of a coali- 
tion, despite widely disparate 
views on key policy issues like 
defence and taxation, and then 
wooing tiie popular Hosokawa 
into the alliance. 

“The main priority of the new 
government is to pat an end to 
tbe scandals that have characte- 
rised LDP rule,” Mr. Morita 
said. “But many people are 
wondering if a scandal figqre like 


with him on a host of bilateral, 
regional issues we’ve got going,” 
said White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers. 

She recalled that President Bill 
Clinton, who visited Tokyo last 
month, has said the U.S.- 
Japanese relationship is one of 
America's most important. 

She said there were no plans 
for Mr. Clinton to meet Mr. 
Hosokawa is tbe near future "but 
Tm sure they'll meet.” 


Alligator on prowl 
in Tokyo park 

TOKYO(R)-AamlIaJJ'^ 

IS on the loose m a Tok S® 
but is unlikely to 

to humans, potic^M^Satmday- 

Thev said they were trying to 
iney Krtf Mve n0 


capture .the but gave no 


farther details- New 
the 90 -cm-iong (36 
bad been sighted several^* 


nao bchi — “7 K _-v of a 
wandering along the bank ora f 
pond inside Shakujii Park, west- ' 
em Tokyo. 


Cabinet abolishes 
health tax for dead 


ROME (AP) — It may offer ^f 
consolation, but once again oeam 
offers some respite fr°®jax« in 
Italy. Hie cabinet has abolished a 
regulation that said the deadwere 
still responsible for the 85,000 fira 
($50) annual health care tax m 
the year of their death. Health 
Minister Maria Pia Garavagha, 
who issued the order creating the 
regulation on July 30, conceded 
there was no way to enforce it. 
She said she had hoped family 
members and heirs would pay the 
tax, which sought to bring in 30 
billion lira ($19 million) a year 
from tbe deceased. 
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Drunk-driver banned 
then jailed In 
southern France 


CANNES, France (R) — A 
drank French motorist who drove 
straight into a wall hears after a 
court withdrew hi: licence for 
drunk-driving was jailed for four 
months. The accident took place 
as Louis Bauer, 44, ws-f on his 
way home from the court which 
had banned him from driving for 
one year. A test showed a high 
blood-alcohol level and he was 
back in court, m the southern 
French town, of Grasse, the next 
day. 


Stor# guide for 
would-be shoplifters 
deters thieves 


STOCKHOLM (R) ~ The 
Swedes have found a novel way 
of discouraging shoplifters — 
they signpost the potential thief s 
favourite pickings, a university, 
research team said. Seven shops 
placed signs saying “these goods 
attract shopfifters” on seff-scrvice 
racks of goods ranging from 
leather jackets to chocolates, frur 
the thieves stayed away~- The 
.shops in Stockholm, Upprala and 
Vasreras reported sharp drops in 
pilfering, Uppsala University 
Psychologist Ned Carter told 
Swedish Radio. “I believe it is 
because shop staff and customers 
pay more attention to displays 
with those signs, deterring poten- 
tial shoplifters,” said Mr. Carter. 
David Ottosson, a shopkeeper in 
Uppsala, told the Swedish News 
Agency (TT) that the signs had. 
cut shoplifting, be be doubted| 
whether they would stop profes- 
sional thieves. Shoplifting costs 
several hundred million crowns 
(tens of millions of dollars) every 
year in Swedish stores. 


Norwegian gays 
marry after change 
in law 


wel- 


Souih Korea Saturday 
corned the birth of a new 
Japanese government and said it 
hoped relations between the two 
nations would continue to im- 
prove. 

“We welcome the inauguration 
of the new Japanese govern- 
ment... and hope the close and 
friendly cooperative relations ex- 


Qzawa is serious about changing between the two nations 

politics." wul farther develop based or 

Mr. Ozawa, whom prosecutors S 0 ™? 0 " ideas **»<* values,” a 
have named as a possible suspect som Korean Foreign Ministry 
in the latest corruption scandal statcrae!it said- 
to rock tbe LDP, is said not to be Peruvian President Alberto Fn- 

n 8 a M Cabinet post for him- jjmori congratulated Japanese 

ftune Minister Hosokawa on his 
elation and invited him to Peru 


- —a - uuu- 

seff, possibly for fear of stirring 
controversy. 


Tsn- On the other hand, he may just for an official visit the 
tornu Ha fa head of the LDP be followng in the footsteps* of tial palace anXc^f pr * 5lden ' 
breakaway Japan Renewal Party past LDP kingmakers, who for “We plan to kj 

(JRP), is widely tipped to become years ran the country without come as P befte ^t£^S? n lhSn 
deputy premier and foreign hoWing influential office. has existS^twe™ 

The White House Friday hailed for the past 120 years whiS^ 
e election of Mr. Hosokawa as will COmniAmnpa«. J- - . . we 


minister. Kozo Watanabe, an ex- 
trade minister who also comes 
from the JRP, is expected to be 
named finance minister. 


tbe 

Japan's 79th 
“We look 


Hosokawa as will commemorate during Au^ 


prime minister, 
forward to working 


thC President’s office said 
m its message to Mr. Hosokawa. 


OSLO (R) — Five Norwegian 
gay couples married after Norway 
became the second country in the 
world to bring in a law permitting 
the official registration of 
homosexual partnerships. 
“More, more,” shouted a crowd 
of around one thousand people 
when the five couples who mar- V 
ried left the Oslo registrar’s^ ■ 
office. NTB news agency said 10* - 
Christians who staged a protest 
agahist the ceremony were hardly 
noticed. Norway refuses to call 
the ceremony a marriage, but the 
only difference between a part- 
nership and marriage is that gay 
couples are not allowed to adopt 
children. “The judicial and' eco- 
nomic regulations- are otherwise 
identical with matrimony. Only 
Denmark has a similar law,” said 
Vidar Kfldahl, spokesman at the 
Atoistry of Children and Family 
Affiiire. Grete Beigct, minister of 
children and family affairs, later 
met the newly-wed couples, both 
maJ 55 K l? 1 maIe ^ a t a reception in 
central Oslo. The ritual itself, 
^JS«gace at the Public 
Registrar’s Office, is almost iden- 


tical with that of marriage. Tbe 


law came into force on Aug. 1 
and one couple, who wanted to 
avoid publicity, married earlier 
this week. 




Pope wants 
predecessor 
beatified soon 
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European Swimming Championships 

Rare trebles for Gillingham and Plewinski 


Graf, Sanchez-Vicario in semifinals 

Sampras , Bruguera advance; Ivanisevic eliminated 


SHEFFIELD (R) — Nick Gil- 
lingham extracted revenge and 
Catherine Plewinski upstaged 
teenage prodigy Franzisica Van 
Almsick as Britain and France 
celebrated rare golden trebles at 
the European Swimming Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Gillingham slew the demons of 
defeat with a stirring victory in 
the 200 metres breaststroke over 
Hungarian Karoly Guttler. His 
world record breaking conqueror 
in the 100 on Tuesday. 

Plewinski. a small packet of 
determination, succeeded where 
all others had failed and beat the 
long and lean German Van 
Almsick in the women’s 100 
metres butterfly. 

Gillingham and Plewinski 
joined a select band who have 
won an event at three successive 
European Championships, in- 
cluding the likes of Vladimir Sal- 
nikov, Michael Gross, Adrian 
Moorhouse and Tamas Damyi. 

Former East German Sylvia 
Gerasch, world champion at 17 
back in 1986, struck another blow 
for the aider swimmer with vic- 
tory in the women's 100 metres 
breaststroke eight years after she 
first won the event. 

But the first final gave youth its 
fling as 19- year-o Id Finn Antti 
ZCasvio and 18-year-old Briton 
Paul Palmer elbowed their elders 
aside in a thrilling men’s 400 
metres freestyle. 

Gillingham earned the biggest 


cheers from the home crowd, 
banishing Hungarian nightmares 
just as he had at the Ust Euro- 
pean Championships in Athens in 
1991. 

Two yean ago. world cham- 
pion Norbert Rozsa romped away 
with the 100 breaststroke but 
succumbed to Gillingham in the 
200 . 

This year, with Rozsa seeking a 
oew life m Australis, Guttler 
broke his compatriot's world re- 
cord in the 100 heats, won his first 
major championship title ahead 
of Gillingham in the final but 
bowed to the Briton in the 200. 

Guttler stormed through the 
first half of the 200 with Gilling- 
ham behind but both inside world 
record pace. 

Gillingham, at 26 the oldest 
finalist, gradually dosed the gap 
and hit tire from on the last 
length, forging ahead to win by 
nearly a second. 

He won in two minutes 12.49 
seconds, well outside American 
Mike Barrowman’s 2:10.16 world 
record, bat it was victory that 
mattered. 

“The pace was very quick... 
(but) 1 know my pace so well that 
I knew I had to come hack," 
Gillingham, who won Olympic 
silver m 1988 and bronze in 1992, 
said. 

U I knew 1 was challenging 
Karoly. It was all about winning 
and idling myself to go for the 
gold. I can't stop shaking. I've 


never been shaking so much after 
a race. 

“It's a sheer pleasure swim- 
ming in front of your home 
crowd. The sound coming down 
on the last 50 metres was just 
incredible." 

Sprint gold in Popov’s sights 

Alexander Popov outsprinted 
his rivals in 50 metres freestyle 
beats Saturday to line up his 
second individual gold of the 
European Swimming Cham- 
pionships. 

The tall Russian. Olympic gold 
medallist in the SO and 100 frees- 
tyle and 4x100 freestyle relay, 
looked set to achieve the same 
treble again. 

With two golds already in his 
possession, Popov docked 22.33 
seconds to equal the cham- 
pionship record set by German 
Nils Rudolph in 1991 and beat 
short-course world record holder 
Mark Foster of Britain (22,60) in the 
penultim ate h eat. 

Christophe Kalfayan of France • 
(22.51) and Rahnundai 
Mazuolis of Lithuania (22.56) 
came dosest to Popov’s time in 
winning their heats. 

Fellow Russian Evgeny 
Sadovyi, a disappointment at 
Sheffield after winning three 
golds at the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics, pulled out of the 1,500 
metres freestyle heats. 


Sadovyi, Olympic 200 and 400 
freestyle and 4x200 freestyle relay 
gold medallist, had to settle for 
silver in the 200 here and was 
never in the bunt in Friday’s 400 
final, finishing fifth. 

Germany’s Joerg Hoffmann in- 
stalled himself as favourite for his 
third successive European 1.500 
gold with the fastest qualifying 
time of 15 minutes 25.81 seconds 
for Sunday’s final ahead of 
Evgeny Logvinov of Ukraine 
(15:26-67). 

Martin Lopez-Zubero, who 
lost his 200 backstroke title to 
Russian Vladimir Selkov on 
Thursday, led qualifiers in his 
defence of the 100 crown. 

Fellow Russian Denis Pankra- 
tov looked set for a great battle 
with defending champion Franck 
Esposito of France in the men’s 
20 metres butterfly. 

Poland’s Rafal Szukala, who 
beat Pankratov for the 100 but- 
terfly gold Wednesday, was third 
overall and in the medal frame 
again after silvers in the 200 in the 
last two European cham- 
pionships. 

Germany’s Daniela Hunger, 
1988 Olympic champion, qual- 
ified fifth overall in her bid to win 
the women’s 200 metres indi- 
vidual medley title for the third 
successive time. 

Daria Shmeleva, Tuesday’s 400 
individual medley silver medal- 
list, was marginally fastest in 
2:18.30. 


Barcelona a year after: 

Sports success, some money problems 


McRae opens 
lead in New 


BARCELONA (AP) — Joitii 
Vallverdu's job is to find tenants 
for the centerpieces of last year’s 
Summer Olympics Montjuic 
Olympic Stadium and the Sant 
Jordi Arena. 

It’s not an easy sell in a country 
mired in a recession probably 
exacerbated by Olympian spend- 
ing for the games. 

“There’s no doubt the econo- 
mic crisis here coincided with the 
end of the games," said Vallver- 
du , managing director of Barcelo- 
na Promorio. 

The private corporation set up 
four years ago to manage sports 
venues built for the games, .has 
made a profit every year, Vfaflvcr- 
du said. 

The firm also manages two 
other sports facilities used in last 
year’s games, but the Palau Sant 
Jordi — where they played hand- 
ball, volleyball and staged the 
gymnastics — is the money mak- 
er. Without it. the four combined 
would lose money. 

“This year we’ll make a profit 
again, but we’re working 20 per- 
cent to 30 per cent harder to find 
bookings," Vallvcru added, 
standing on the Olympic sta- 
dium's all-weather track. 

The U.S. National Football 
League’s Pittsburgh Steelers and 
San Francisco 49 er drew $45,000 


for an exhibition American foot- 
ball game in Olympic stadium last 
week and rock star Prince is 
expected to jam the place later 
this month. Across the street at 
Palau Sant Jordi, rock groups like 
U-2. Dire Straits and Sting keep 
the bills paid. 

The games closed Aug. 9, 1992 
— and almost everyone m Spam's 
second city proudly calk them a 
sporting success. They glamo- 
rized the city and left behind 
Europe's most extensive urban 
renewal project and world-class 
sports facilities. 

Most of the venues have been 
put to a use for sports. A few (ike 
the D'Horta Velodrome — which 
doesn’t hold enough cycling races 
to support itself — has been used 
as an outdoor dance dub. 

But there has been a price to 
pay — and some say there was 
also an aesthetic price. 

The public debt from the 

C es is accepted to be 140 bil- 
pesetas ($1.4 billion), which 
is being shared by Barcelona and 
the central government in Mad- 
rid. The debt is to be paid off by 
2009. 

“For the average arizen, the 
most important thing was the new 
highway system that now rings 
the city,” said Orfeo Suarez, a 
journalist with the Barcelona dai- 


ly La Vanguardia. “This dty is 
hemmed in by the sea on one side 
and mountains on the other and 
before traffic was awful." 

Across Spain unemployment 
has soared to 12 per cent — the 
highest in the European com- 
munity — to go with a ballooning 
budget deficit and negative eco- 
nomic growth predicted for this 
year. 

In Barcelona, some local taxes 
are up and more than 5,000 angry 
merchants demonstrated in from 
of dty hall when a business tax 
was hiked by 30 per cent. 

“We might have cprdone it a 
bit,” said a cab driver echoing a 
sowing sentiment. “We had the 
.Olympics here, the world's fair in 
Seville — that’s a lot in one year. 
Now we pay.” 

Government agencies and pri- 
vate investors spent 930 billion 
pesetas $9.3 billion) to prepare 
this Mediterranean port for the 
1992 Summer Games. About 87.5 
billion pesetas ($875 million) 
went to build sports facilities, the 
rest for infrastructure like high- 
ways and a new airport. The 
private sector invested 320 billion 
pesetas ($3.2 billion) and the 
public sector 610 billion pesetas 
($6.1 billion). 

Barcelona’s dream-like 19th 
century an Nouveau architecture 
still captives, but there’s more 
steel, concrete and glass than 
before. Some see a “white 
elephant” in the Olympic village 
that housed more than 9,000 
athletes for the games. 

The 12-square-block Olympic 
village is a virtually uninhabited 
complex of apartments and 
parks. The deserted urban land- 
scape is striking in a country with 
Europe’s most vibrant street life 
and makes ultra-modern street 
and wood sculptures seem very 
large and out of plaoe. 

All but a few of the 2,000 
apartments are looking for own- 
ers willing to pay between 20 
million and 50 million pesetas 
($200,000 and $500,000) for re- 
latively small flats. The area now 
has a new beach mid new harbor 
just a five-minute walk away — 
also part of the Olympic restora- 
tion. 

“You go through here at night, 
it’s all blade and you see no lights 
on in the windows,” said Miguel 
Chale, who lives is an adjacent 
neighbourhood with his wife, 
Arantxa Gonzalez. “It’s a bit sad 
now the way it’s abandoned. We 
couldn’t afford it, but I hope they 
find buyers.” 


Zealand 

Rally 

AUCKLAND (R) — Young 
Scottish driver Cohn McRae car- 
ries a lead of 15 seconds into 
Sunday's final day of the World 
Championship Rally on New 
Zealand, hoping to become the 
first British winner of a World 
Rally event since the mid 1970s. 

If McRae can continue to vic- 
tory through the final 73 
kilometre of special stages, it will 
be his first win in the World Cham- 
pionship, and the first for the 
Subaru factory. 

McRae — son of five-times 
British’ rally champion Jimmy 
McRae — began Saturday in 
second place, two seconds behind 
French Toyota driver Didier Au- 
riol. 

Victory in the first special stage 
tied him with Auriol and then he 
gradually pulled away. Ford driv- 
er. Francois Delecour of France 
also passed Auriol to end the day 
15 seconds behind McRae and 19 
seconds ahead of Auriol. 

The situation places McRae 
under considerable pressure — 
especially with the factory de- 
manding a win from the team — 
but team manager John Spiller 
said his driver was quite happy 
and relaxed — “just chuffing 
along." 

The last British driver to win a 
World Championship Rally was 
the legendaiy Roger Clark in the 
mid 1970s. 

The Subaru Legacy has been 
developed for the factory over 
the last three years by the British 
Prodrive Team, based in Ban- 
bury, Oxfordshire. This is the 
second-last Rally for the Legacy 
before it is replaced by the smal- 
ler Impreza. 

Auriol said it was a slight hand- 
icap that, as overnight leader, he 
baa to run first on the toad all 
day. This meant that be encoun- 
tered the heaviest gravel — and 
helped clear the way for other 
driven. 

“But the real problem was a 
fault with the differential — 1 try 
and try but there is no grip at the 
back,” he said. “But they have 
fixed it now and the car is very 
good.” 

Ford team boss Melvyn Hodg- 
son said Delecour would be in- 
structed to go all out for victory 
tomorrow, to get as many World 
Championship points as possible. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

• TiOuno S«fOT*l 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 


Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
vuu hold: 

*AK10875 7AJ93 .62 48 

The bidding; ha? prnceeded: 

North East South West 

1 \ Pass I 4 Pass 

2 NT Pass ? 

Whoi do you bid now? 

A. — You are in slam territory, but 
not necessarily in spades. North 
could easily have a Tour-card heart 
suit on this auction . and you 
shouldn’t overlook this possibility. 
Bid three hearts. 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ7 .AKQ .KJ65-1 *43 
Partner opens the bidding uiih one 
dub. Whoi do you respond? 

A. — We have written time and 
again that there are two criteria for 
a jump shift: either a self-sufficient 
suit of your own or an excellent fit 
for partner's suit. This hand meel» 
neither, so for the moment be con- 
tent with a response of one dia- 
mond. You can catch up later. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AQ10 7A96 -QJ9 *8762 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What- do you respond? 

A.— You have a balanced hand of 
13 points, and that meets the text- 
book requirements for a jump re- 
sponse of two no-trump. There's no 
need to look for any other bid, even 
playing five-card majors'. You can 
always support spades later if part- 
ner shows an unbalanced hand. 


hold: 

*8663 7K643 vB4 *Q96 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
club. What do you respond? 

A. — You do not have much, but 
your hand is just worth a response. 
By revaluing the queen in partner's 
suit upward and adding a point for 
the doubleton. it qualifies for a bid 
of one heart— barely. 

Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you holct 

*942 7 AS *7432 *J1095 

Partner opens the bidding with a 
demand bid of two diamonds. What 
do you respond? 

A. — Despite a aide ace and four- 
card support for partner’s suit, we 
don’t drink your holding quite mea- 
sures up to a positive response. Bid 
two no trump; you can became ag- 
gressive later. 

Q.6 — East-West vulnerable, aa 
South you hold: 

*A109 TAQJ10854 196 *3 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 T Pass 2 Paaa 

•» 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The message you want to get 
across to partner is that your suit is 
good enough to play opposite a void! 
'Hie way to do that is to jump to 
four hearts. Three hearts would be 
an error— it promises more in the 
way of high cards than you hold, 
and suggests alternative contracts 
might be available. 


f FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT"] 
IN UM UTHAINA 

Three bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting and dining room, 
luxurious furniture, in a modern and new building, with 
telephone and independent central heating, suitable for a 
diplomat. 

- Call tel. 820259 



CARLSBAD, California (Agen- 
cies) — World number one Steffi 
Graf outlasted seventh-seeded 
Mary Pierce of France 6-3 6-4 in a 
blistering baseline battle on Fri- 
day to move into the semifinals of 
the $375,000 Mazda Classic. 

The top- seeded German will 
dash with third-seeded Conduta 
Martinez, a 6-3 6-2 winner over 
fifth seed Magdalena Maleeva of 
Bulgaria. Graf bolds an 8-0 
career mark over the Spaniard. 

Qualifier Marketa Kochta, 
another German, advanced to 
her first major semifinal. The 
world’s 173rd-rankcd player beat 
17-year-old Elena Likhovtscva of 
Kazakhstan 6-1 6-2. 

A second German-Spanisb 
semifinal was set up when 
second-seeded Arantxa Sancbez- 
Vicario beat Utb-seeded Amer- 
ican Ann Grossman 6-0 6-0 in 61 
minutes in tbe day’s last quarter- 
final match, 

Graf, who won consecutive ti- 
tles here in 1988 and 1989. has 
not looked sharp in her two vic- 
tories in the previous rounds. 
However, tbe 24-year-old Ger- 
man felt better about her game in 
her first-ever meeting with the 
hard-hitting Pierce. 

“It is definitely a big improve- 
ment from tbe other two match- 
es,” said Graf, tbe reigning 
French Open and Wimbledon 
champion, of the one hour, 38 
minute victory. “I didn't make as 
many mistakes. 

Pierce, ranked 14th in tbe 
world, displayed a punishing 
ground game and had eight break 
opportunities in the opening set 
but couldn’t convert any. 

Graf said that was tbe key to 
the victory. 

“I played the important points 
better. When it was important I 
played very well,” she said. 

Graf wasn't at her best but was 
still too good for the French 
player, who committed 35 un- 
forced errors compared to Grafs 
15. 

Pierce said she had fun despite 
die loss, and agreed that her 
inability to play tbe big points 
hampered her chances. 

“I think that’s what’s missing 
for me. I'm always having dose 
matches against top players but 
the big points always seem to 
make the difference.” 

Pierce said she had mixed feel- 
ings about her first encounter 
with Graf. , 

“I think it’s the match I en- 
joyed the most,” she said. “I was 
having so much fun. 

“It’s just a great feeling when 
you play really well against the 
number one. You have great 
points, .you hit great shots, and 
that shows me that I have the 
game to beat tbe top players. 

“But then again it was another 


Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario 

match that I played really dose 
but came out losing,” she added. 
“I just need to concentrate better 
and make less mistakes.” 

Sampras swamps McEnroe: In 
Los Angeles, Pete Sampras 
blasted to aces past Patrick 
McEnroe in a 7-5, 6-2 victory that 
advanced him to the semifinals of 
the Volvo- Los Angeles tourna- 
ment. 

Sampras, the top seed and 
world’s No. 1 player, will meet 
fourth-seeded Richard Krajicek, 
a 6-1, 6-4 winner over No. 5 seed 
Alexander Voikov of Russia, in 
the semifinals. 

Michael Chang needed 2 hours 
and 21 minutes for his first career 
victory over Aaron Krickstein, 

4- 6, 6-3 .6-2. Krickstein won all 
four of their previous matches. 

“It’s nice whenever you break 
a string like that,” Chang said. 
“He’sbeen a very tough player 
for me.JHe was up a set and up a 
break and I just cried to move 
him around.” 

Chuck Adams staged the 
tournament’s biggest upset with a 

5- 7, 6-4, 64 victory over No. 2 
seed Michael Stich of Germany. 

Adams, a 22-year-old from 
nearby Pacific Palisades who is 


ranked 86tb in the world will play 
Chang in the other semifinal. 

While Krickstein has aban- 
doned a serve-and-volley game, 
Chang, known for his baseline 
play, went to the net several 
times. 

“He is definitely more aggres- 
sive now," Krickstein said. “He’s 
always been a tough guy to play. 
He’s always fast.” 

Krajicek had 10 aces in an easy 
victory over Volkov. Krajicek 
and Sampras are two of the big- 
gest servers in the game. 

Krajicek later withdrew from a 
doubles match because his right 
knee is bothering him. 

“My right knee is becoming a 
little uncomfortable,” he said. 
“I’ve had some problem adjust- 
ing from grass and clay to the 
hard courts.” 

Ivanisevic HiminatpH- In Kitz- 
boehel, Austria, Germany’s 
Bernd Karbacher beat top seed 
Goran Ivanisevic of Croatia in 
two straight sets to advance to the 
semifinals of the $400,000 Head 
Cup. 

Swiftly breaking back after los- 
ing his first service game, a dog- 
ged Karbacher played the fast- 
serving Croat to 6-6 in the first 


set, and took the tiebreaker 7-5. 

Ivanisevic, always a temper- 
amental player, disintegrated in 
the second set. His normally 
strong serve abandoned him. 
leading xo repeated double faults, 
and was slowed by the damp day 
court. 

Karbacher swept home 6-2. 
even managing nine aces com- 
pared to his opponent’s five. 

Ivanisevic barely shook hands 
at the end of tbe match and left 
the court without speaking to 
reporters. 

“I saw that I could get him,” 
said the German, who now meets 
Spain's Javier Sanchez in. tbe 
semifinals. "In this form. I’m 
even a favourite to win tbe 
tournament.” 

Sanchez reached the semifinals 
by beating Andrea Gaudenzi at 
Italy 63. 62. 

Home favourite Thomas Mas- 
ter of Austria had no problem 
with Youness El Aynaoui of 
Morocco, ranked 88th in the 
world, powering past him 61, 
63. 

Austrian media bad built -the 
match into a big confrontation 
after the North African beat San- 
chez’ brother, Emilio, who has 
twice won tbe Kitzbuehei tourna- 
ment. 

Muster, seeded No. 3, now 
meets No. 2 seed Andrei Med- 
vedev of Ukraine, who beat 'Jan 
Siemerin 64, 64. 

Medvedev and Karbacher, who 
is seeded No. 8, both have ac- 
quired reputations this year as 
gondoliers and may now be 
headed for a meeting in Sunday’s 
final. 

Bruguera advances to m ntiflaates 
In Prague, Czech Republic, Sergi 
Bruguera defeated Jordi Arrese, 
both of Spain, in their quarterfin- 
als match at the $365,000 Skoda 
Czech Open men’s tennis cham- 
pionship in Prague. 

The top-seeded Bruguera beat 
Are&e, the 1990 winner of the 
tournament, in only two sets 62,. 
61 and will meet Russia's Andrei 
Cherkasov in the semifinals. 

In another Quarterfinals match, 
second-seeded Magnus Gustafs- 
son of Sweden outplayed 
seventh -seeded Nicklas Kulti also 
of Sweden 4-6, 63, 6-0, and will 
meet another Russian player, 
Andrei Chesnokov, in the semi- 
finals. 

Cherkasov defeated sixth- 
seeded Carlos Costa of Spain 63, 
7-5, and the third-seeded Chesno- 
kov beat Paul Haarhnis of 
Netherlands 62, 62. 

“The match was not as easy as 
it looked,” Chesnokov said after 
the match. “But I was patient and 
Haarhnis did not show everything 
be knows and made too many 
mistakes." 


Manchester United 
win Charity Shield 

LONDON (AFP) — Manchester United, beaten by Arsenal in South 
Africa recently, exacted their revenge at Wembley Saturday when 
they beat the FA Cup winners in their English Charity Shield dash. 

The champions needed a sudden-death penalty shoot-out to 
triumph in tbe traditional pre-season curtain-raiser after the sides had 
drawn 1-1, bat they were not complaining after being denied a clear 
spotkick in tbe second half, when Arsenal midfielder John Jensen 
appeared to bring down Paul Ince. 

Wales striker Nuuk Hughes had fired United ahead by volleying in 
Eric Cantona’s cross in tbe seventh minute, but that goal was 
cancelled out by a looping 18-yard drive from Arsenal’s England 
forward, Ian Wright. 

Wright turned villain, though, in the shoot-out, dragging his 
penalty wide to tie the first set of spotlricks 44 after Arsenal 
goalkeeper David Seaman had brilliantly saved Denis Irwin’s effort. 

When the shoot-out went to sudden death, former England skipper 
Bryan Robson netted for United, but Seaman's kick was saved by his 
opposite number, Danish international Peter Schmeicbel. 

The fact that the match had ended in penalties left a bad taste 
among the 66,519 crowd, many of whom booed when it was 
announced that a shoot-out would settle an absorbing match 


“ SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT” 
FOR RENT 

Located at Urn Uthaina, 200 S.M. Three bedrooms, 
three bathrooms, washing room, two sitting salons, one 
dining room, central heating, brand new furniture. 
Yearly rent only. 

For more information please call 684972 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR 
FOR RENT 

CONSISTING OF TWO BEDROOMS. SALON, SITTING 
ROOM. KITCHEN. BATHROOM. GLASSED VERANDA. 
WITH CENTRAL HEATING. TELEPHONE, AND A GAR- 
DEN. 

LOCATED AT: BAYADIR WADI SEER, AL-JANDAWiL DISTRICT. 

PLS. CALL TEL.: 829517 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Modem three bedrooms, kitchen, dining room. Jiving room, two 
balconies, two bathrooms, storage space, separate heating 
system and a telephone. Also, wall-to-wall carpet plus full 
utilities. Apt located on first floor over basement apt overlooking 
Abdoun Valley within a walking distance to Jordan Supermarket 
and shopping area. 

Call 604922 


FOR RENT 

Deluxe unfurnished second floor 

Deluxe villa, second independent floor in a villa, consisting of 
three bedrooms, sitting room, salon, maid room. Located near 
Pizza Hut, Mecca Street, Umm A! Summaq Al Janoubi. Suitable 
for diplomatic and U.N. staff. 

Please call tel. 821501 after 8 a.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Khalda, behind the New English School. 
Area of building: 300 square metres. 

Consists of salon, hall and dining room, 4 bedrooms, 
one master, 3 bathrooms, kitchen, 2 verandas; with 
garage, water well and central heating. Modem build* 
ing, deluxe finishing. 

Annual rent: JD1 2,000. 

For more Information please call tel. 666687.- 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

For the identification of new projects inVie horticultural 
sector, Jordanian companies, consultants and other 
institutions or experts with sound experience regarding 
management of exports or specific management aspects 
of horticultural products to Europe are kindiy invited to 
submit their company profiles (1-2 pages) to: 

German Agency for Technical Cooperation — GTZ 

Attn. Dr. H. Wolf 

P.O. Box 926238 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax: 683402 

Sot later than August 13, 1993. 
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Cinema " Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

- 

Cinema Tel.: 6WZ38 

PLAZA 



A 

Tel.: 675571 

NbME AT flftashhii Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tcl - : 625155 

AHLAM THEATRE 

HUDSON HAWK 

■4 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 

Adel Imam 
in 

• Wad Sayyed Al Shaghal 

play 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:00, 8:30 

■REM 

t the first time in Amman you have a 
date with, the National Palestinian Theatre 
— the Gaza Strip *— in a play entitled; 

Hm Amsstnattea of Hanthaiafr 
by artist Baaed Bitar 

4m* safest *■. . 

Flat book antis te sdwocs j 

«! 

THE THEATRE IS CLOSED 

because the "Welcome Arab Summit" play is 
being presented at the Palace of Culture at 
8:30 p.m.. Monday and Tuesday, Aug. 2 & 3. 
Tickets available at the Palace of Culture. 
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News 


Belgians, world 


pay homage to 


King Baudouin 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium’s 
Queen Fabiola, dressed strikingly 
all in white, led the funeral hom- 
age to her husband Saturday as 


in a common express- 
ion of grief for King Baudouin. 

Tributes read at a funeral mass 
delicately balanced between the 
country’s two languages ranged 
from a letter from a former 
prostitute to an AIDS sufferer’s 
thanks to the king. 

The funeral broke with Catho- 
lic convention and followed the 
queen’s wish for it to be a “cere- 
mony of glory and hope” for a' 
king who united Dutch and 
French-speaking communities. 

Queen Fabiola had chosen 
celebratory music and urged 
mourners not to *’ear black for 
the farewell to the man known as 
“the sad king.” She also reduced 
official mourning to one week 
after the government had 
announced it would last until 
Sept. 7, the birthday of the king. 

“There are kings who are more 
than kings, they are their peoples’ 
shepbered. They don’t just reign, 
they love, to the point of giving 
their own lives — such was King 
Baudouin.” Cardinal Godfried 
Danneels said at the mass. 

Britain's Queen Elizabeth, 
Emperor Akihito of Japan, and 
President Francos Mitterrand of 
France joined the Queen and 
Belgium's future King Prince 
Albert in Saint Michel Cathedral. 

-A former Antwerp prostitute 
from the Philippines whom the 
king helped said in a letter read 
out for her: “He was standing up 
for us. He was a real king. I railed 
him my friend. How we cry again. 
We lost our friend.” 

King Baudouin led a crusade 
against the sexual trade in women 
and children and made a high- 
profile visit to a brothel inthe 
port of Antwerp last year to listen 
to. the prostitutes’ own stories. 

He died suddenly aged 62 last 
Saturday. His brother Prince 
Albeit will be sworn in as king on 
Monday. 

The queen, flanked by Prince 
Albert and the king's sister 
Grand Duchess Josepbine- 
Charlotte of Luxembourg, 
walked slowly behind the falg- 
d raped coffin drawn on a gun 
carriage by an armoured car from 
the royal palace to the cathedral. 

Behind her came a phalanx of 
foreign dignitaries, among them 
Emperor Akihito and Empress 
Michiko and King Juan Carlos 
and Queen Sophia of Spain, who 
had chosen to join the cortege* 
The thousands of people lining 
the route stood in silent tribute, 
the only sounds the clatter of 
horses' hooves as 144 lancers of 
the royal escort went by, the 
tolling of a church bell and the 
echo of a 21 -gun salute. 

During the mass the queen pot 
her arms round the children of 
Princess Astrid, the daughter of 
Prince Albert, in a gesture of 
comfort characteristic of the 
sincerity and simplicity for which 
she and her husband were 
known. 


“Crowds jammed the square in 
front of the cathedral and old 
Brussels' historic grand place to 
follow the mass, on loudspeakers 
and a giant television screen. 
Many wept openly as Flemish 
singer Will Tura sang “I miss You 
So.” 

Silence fell again as the coffin 
was carried down die steps to the 
waiting gun carriage for the final 
journey to the royal place at 
Laeken on the outskirts of Brus- 
sels, where the king will be buried 
in the family crypt. 

As Queen Fabiola got into her 
car the crowd broke into spon- 
taneous applause. She clasped 
her hands in a gesture of thanks 
and placed them on her heart. 

For a day Belgium set aside the 
linguistic differences that have 
brought down most of the 38 
governments since World War II 
ui an outpouring of grief for the 
king who was, in the words of 
Prime Minister Jean-Luc De- 
haene, “A profoundly good 
man.” 


The Belgians have forgotten 
their linguistic problems today, 
which is a very good thing,” said 
George Schmit, a teacher from 
the dty of Liege who as an army 
conscript was in the guard of 
honour at the king’s wedding in 
1960. 

Mr. Schmit was among 
thousands of people who arrived 
early — some sleeping on the 
pavement overnight — to be sure 
of getting a good view as the 
funeral cortege arrived at the 
cathedral. 

“I have many reasons to be 
proud of our king. But if he amid 
see us today he would be proud of 
us,” said Xavier Deutsch, who 
spent the night under a blanket 
on the pavement. 

Some foreign leaders, tike 
Queen Elizabeth and Emperor 
Akihito, took the unusual step of 
attending the funeral personally 
because they counted the king a 
friend. 


Their presence caused a secur- 
ity headache and every bunding 
around the cathedral square was 
police ! 


lined with army and police snip- 
ers. Ropes hung down the rides 
of buildings so that elite troops 
could intervene in the event of 
trouble. 

A police sniffer dog checked 
the flowers which turned the 
steps of the catbederal into a 
multicoloured carpet. 

Emergency services staff and 
scouts handed out 15,000 cans of 
water and 300 large boxes of 
biscuits to the crowd. 

Dr. Robert Faniel, who headed 
up some of the medical- teams, 
said extra staff bad been laid on 
because of the security risk. 

“We were very afraid of a 
bomb or something like that. Bat 
thankfully this has not hap- 
pened,” he said after the funeral. 

The mood visibly lifted after 
the mass as the crowd turned to 
celebrity spotting when almost 
1,000 monarchs, heads-of-state 
and foreign dignitaries emerged 
from the cathedral. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saddam to give speech on Iran-lraq war 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi President Saddam Hussein is sche- 
duled to give a televised speech Sunday to mark the fifth 
anniversary of the end of the Iran-lraq war and the third 
anniversary of Iraq's annexation of Kuwait. Iraq in the past week 
has warned Iran against border incursions in the north and marked 
the third anniversary of its Aug. 2, 1990 invasion of Kuwait by 
renewing its claim to the oil-rich emirate. The speech scheduled for 
11 a.m. marks the “day of days” when rite “Iraqi people and the 
Arab Nation received the good news of victory’ over Iran, the 
Iraqi News Agency said Saturday. Iraq celebrates Aug. 8, 1988 as 
the end of its eight-year war with Ban. 


March Bn Britain over deportation death 


LONDON (R) — More than 1,000 people marched through north 
London on Saturday to protest over the death of a Jamaican 
woman during an attempted deportation that has threatened to 
inflame racial tension. Protesters jeered and chanted “murderers” 
Outside the police station whose officers were involved in the 
depi 


attempt to deport 40-year-old Joy Gardner, who died last week 
after ‘an apparent straggle with police. Police had braced for 
possible violence that might recall race riots of the 1980s, but the 
march passed off without serious incident and organisers com- 
ned the dangers had been exaggerated in news reports, 
i don’s police chief has suspended three police immigration 


officers pending an inquiry into Ms. Gardner’s, collapse at her 
London home after 


a scuffle. Ms. Gardner, who came to Britain six 
years ago on a tourist visa, had unsuccessfully applied for 
permission to stay. The circumstances of her death remain undear 
but unconfirmed reports say she was gagged with tape and may 
lined witt J “ ~ * 


have been restrained with a special body belt fitted until manacles. 


Russia tells Iraq — bow to U.N. or forget trade 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia said Friday it backed anti-Iraqi sanctions 
and told Baghdad not to harbour false hopes over recent bilateral 
talks, which it said were aimed at sorting out Iraqi debts and not 
fresh badness. ‘"The Rusdan-Iraqi talks in no way mean Russia's 
departure from the tine of the world community regarding Iraq,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman Grigory Karadn told a news briefing. 
“The talks were on many unsolved problems, mainly Iraqi debts.” 
An official delegation led by Russia's deputy minister of foreign 
economic relations, Oleg Davydov, visited Baghdad this week to 
discuss the repayment of Iraq’s outstanding debts. Russian 
■diplomats told Interfox news agency. The Iraqi News Agency said 
‘foe two countries signed bilateral trade agreements during the 
talks. But Mr. Karasin said: “Our firm position is that Iraq should 
fulfill the U.N. Security council resolutions.” 



Queen FabWa (centre) and ha- timfly hold 
hands during the ftmeral mass m Brussels Saturday 


of King Baudouin at the Saint-Michd Cathedral 
(AFP photo) 


Judge in New York blast 
to summon 5,000 jurors 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
federal judge handling the World 
Trade Centre bombing case says 
he will summon an unpre- 
cedented 5,000 potential jurors 
for tiie trial against four of the 
defendants to start next month. 

U-S. District Judge Kevin Duffy 
also aid Friday he had considered 
moving the trial out of New York 
but that he doubted such a move 
would do any good in finding an 
impartial jury. 

Jury selection is set to begin on 
Sept. 14 in Manhattan federal 
court. 

Mr. Duffy told lawyers in the 
case he had sent out “perhaps the 
largest number of jury sum- 
monses ever sent out in this 
district.” 

He later said that 5,000 people 
would be summoned to be consi- 
dered for the trial. Such trials 
usually have 12 jurors, phis a 
variable number of alternate 
jurors. 

Prosecutors said it will take 
them eight to 10 weeks to present 
the government’s case against the 
four defendants accused of car- 
rying out the Feb. 26 bombing at 
the landmark twin towers. Six 
people died and more than 1,000 
were injured. 

Defence lawyers said they have 
no idea how long it will take them 
to make their case. 

The four scheduled to go on 
trial are: Mahmud Abouhalima, 
the alleged ringleder, Moham- 
mad Salameb, who allegedly 
rented the van used in the bomb- 
ing, Nidal Ayyad, a chemical 
engineer who authorities say 
manufactured the bomb, and 
Ahmad Mohammad Ajaj, who 
allegedly brought bomb-making 
manuals into the United States. 


Two other suspects, Ramzi 
Yousef and Abdul Rabman 
Yarin, are fugitives and believed 
to be in Iraq. 

The seventh suspect, Bilal 
Alkaisi, is due to be tried separate- 
ly at a later date although his 
lawyer says the government's 
case against Mr. Alkaisi is weak 
and will never go to trial. 

Saying he doubted a jury could 
be found that knew nothing of the 
bombing, Mr. Duffy said, Tm 
not sure I can find any place 
within the United States with a 
population that has no knowledge 
whatsoever of the incident.” 

“So Tm leaning mostly in keep- 
ing the case here (in New York),” 
he said. 

The judge made his remarks as 
lawyers for the four defendants 
entered innocent pleas to a new 
indictment charging them with 
conspiracy m the bombing. 

The new indictment also adds 
immigration charges against three 
defendants and charges all of 
them with injuring three Secret 
Service agents who were in the 
trade centre garage when the 
bomb went off. 

Mr. Duffy has asked potential 
jurors to report Sept. 14 for a trial 
that is expected to last into next 
year, with prosecutors taking 
eight to 10 weeks to present their 
case. The jury will be anonymous, 
but will not be sequestered, he 
said. 

The judge also warned lawyers 
that the trial must start on time. 

“This trial should be the top 
thing on your schedule. The only 
way you’re getting out of it is by 
death,” Mr. Duffy said. 

The new indictment added 
Abdul Rahman Yasin, 33, of 
Jersey City, to the case. 


Lebanon’s 
U.S. envoy . 
resigns 


CAIRO (R) — the Lebanese 
ambassador to the United States 
resigned because Foreign Mons- 
ter Fans Bouez failed to pass on a 
report predicting Israel's bom- 
bardment of South Lebanon, 
Arab diplomats said Saturday. 

They said Ambassador Simon 
Karam sent a report to the Fore- 
ign Ministry at least a week be- 
fore the air and artillery assault 


began on July 25 saying he had 
that 


information that Israel was pre- 
paring for action. 

Mr. Bouez informed Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi, who is his 
father-in-law, but did not pass the 
report to Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri, who is at odds with Mr. 
Hrawi. 

The diplomats said Mr. Hariri 
found out about the report after 
the week-long offensive, which 
lolled 130 people and drove more 
than 500,000 from their homes, 
and was furious. A few days’ 
warning might have given foe 
government time to launch a di- 
plomatic campaign to p revent the 
Israeli action. 

Mr. Hariri lobbied to sack Mr. 
Bouez but failed because of foe 
foreign minister’s dose relations 
with the president and with Syria, 
the main power broker in Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Karam finally resigned in 
disgust, the diplomats said. 

Radio Lebanon quoted Mr. 
Karam as saying on Friday that it 
bad become impossible for him to 
continue his work in a way that 
satisfied bis conscience and 
national convictions. 

Embassy officials in Washing- 
ton confirmed on Friday that Mr. 
Karam had resigned. 


Majali says government keen to serve public 

(Continued from page 1) 


should be knowledgeable and 
competent. 

Dr. Majali pointed out that 
combatting poverty and unem- 
ployment comes only through in- 
vestment openness as the era of 
“easy money and aid” had gone. 

“The basic challenge we race is 
to- manage our resources and 
finances in a way that reflects the 
aetual costs and spreads its im- 
pact equally and justly amongst 
us all,” the prime minister said. 

He added that economic prior- 
ity requires that “we reduce over- 
spending and abandon facets of 
neglect and weakness, starting 
from patting off a lamp when 
light is not needed and upto 
executing good and efficient man- 
agement which curbs routine and 
puts itself at the service of the 
people.” 


“Ladies and gentlemen,” Dr. 
Majali declared,” “we are ser- 
vants of the people and not guar- 
dians over them.” 

Dr. Majali said Jordan was at a 
new stage r eq uiri ng new policies 
as it has become insensible that 
the public sector administer com- 
panies and commercial and in- 
dustrial entities or interfere in 
pricing and other areas under 
unacceptable pretext. 

He said the government would 
put a programme whereby the 
private sector would be given its 
responsibilities in production and 
delivering services but where the 
government would strengthen its 
role of supervision, follow up and 
fighting corruption and cheating. 

The prime minister promised 
that the government would speed 
up all private sector needs and 
requirements without delay by 
cutting down red tape and provid- 


ing incentives. But, be' noted, 
reform should not be expected to 


hagasn overnight. 


pledged not to raise taxes 
unnecessarily and not to withhold 
any beneficial spending. On the 
contrary, he affirmed, all col- 
lected money would be poi 
again in the economic cycle at the 
“highest level of efficiency and 
justice.” 

Dr. Majali said the government 
was determined to make this 
year’s budget a document of 
“work and directives” by not 
having a budget for ministries. 


departments and projects but also 
a budget for govemorates which 


reflects the recurrent and capita] 
expenditure in each goveraorate. 

As such, the governor along 
with the responsible directors in 
the goveraorate would be the 


ovemment head in the decentra- 


gove 

fisati 


on process. 


Reinterpretation of law under consideration 


(Continued from page 1) 


Jordan Times Sunday. 

“(Any new interpretation) 
would make a mockery of the 
previous legal interpretation of 
the law under which the previous 
parliaments were elected. It 
would render the Election Law 
itself illegal,” be said. 

Mr. Hikmat also said the gov- 
ernment would have to be legally 
accountable on its action if it 
changed the law through adminis- 
trative orders which are no longer 
immune to being contested in 
court He added the new law of 
the Higher Court of Justice re- 
vokes all the immunities that 
these orders used to enjoy. 
Under the new law, he said, alT 
decisions are liable to being con- 
tested in court. 

Senator Salem Massadefa, who 
was the minister of interior dur- 
ing the 1989 elections and who 
was a major player in drawing up 
the current Election Law. told 
the Jordan Times Saturday that 
even though the law does not 
specifically say that voters have as 
many votes as foe number of 
seats in fopir districts, “the leg- 
islation in its entirety” give voters 
that right. 

He said a new interpretation of 
the law will be liable to legal 
contest and would “cast doubt on 


the credibility of our practices in 
die past.” 

“Elections should not be held 
under a law that could be legally 
contested” and if any new inter- 
pretation of the law is made, it 
should come from the bureau of 
legislation at the Prime Ministry, 
he stressed. 

At his press conference yester- 
day, Mr. Hammad left the door 
open for electoral changes, saying 
that everything was still under 
consideration and there were 
proposals and ideas which were 
“bong studied by all sides.” 

“There are no specific propos- 
als. There is an opinion to benefit 
from the experience in the last 
four years, and this proposal is 
still being studied by all sides,” 
Mr. Hammad said. 

The minister, however, ruled 
ont foe possibility of redrawing 
foe voting districts which even 
supporters of changing -foe law 
say must be done if foe one- 
person-one-vote formula is intro- 
duced. 

‘‘The issue of redrawing the 
voting districts is behind us now 
because that would require new 
registration of voters and the 
process has been nearly com- 
pleted,” Mr. Hammad said. 

The minister rejected criticism 
that foe government is unjustifi- 
ably late in announcing its deci- 
sion on foe law which will govern 


foe next elections, saying that 
‘enough’ time remains between 
now and the election date on 
Nov. 8 . 

Political parties and prospec- 
tive candidates are frustrated by 
the delay as they are not able to 
formulate or start their election 
campaigns. Political parties have 
recently urged the government to 
clarify its stand on the fate of the 
law “as soon as possible.” 

“I don't believe there is any 
delay,” Mr. Hammad said, “the 
subject needs discussion and de- 
bate.” The minister, who as 
director general of the Ministry of 
Interior played a major role in 
conducting the 1989 elections, 
also said that King Hussein’s de- 
cision to dissolve Parliament was 
an indication of the credibility of 
foe regime which would bold 
elections within- their constitu- 
tional time. 

The dissolution of Parliament 
was seen by opposition parties, 
particularly by the Islamists, as a 
prelude to an inevitable govern- 
ment decision to change foe law 
unilaterally and as a. “blow” to 
democracy. 

But, the minister said, “we are 
the ones who call for foe protec- 
tion of democracy and upholding 
foe constitution and the law. 

The leadership of this country 
is the one which sought to create 
this (democratic) atmosphere. 


Rebels, Sudanese 
officials hold talks 


Combined agency dispatches 


KHARTOUM — Senior south- 
ern Sudan rebel leaders have held 
first-ever official talks with a gov- 
ernment delegation on S ud a n ese 
soil, state media reported Satur- 
day. 

The state-run daily A1 Engaz 
A1 Watani said a government 
delegation led by Upper Nile 
Governor Paul Reth Kwang had 
met Tam Akol, leader of a fac- 
tion of foe divided Sudan Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army (SFLA). 

The previously unannounced 
talks , held in Fashoda some 70 
kilometres from Malakal, capital 
of Upper Nile state, were foe first 
between foe Island c-backed milit- 
ary government and southern re- 
bels to be held within Sudan. 

State television also reported 
foe meeting, broadcasting pic- 
tures of Mr. Akol in military 
fatigues emerging from the 
Fashoda talks. 

Also present at the 
government-held town were Rek 
Mashar, Mr. Akol’s second in 
command, Ahmad A1 Radi Jabir, 
chair man of the peace committee 
of the Transitional National 
Assembly, and Fadlulsiti Abu 
Gisaisa, director of the state-run 
Peace and Development Founda- 
tion. 

Mr. Akol was quoted by the 
paper as saying the talks had been 
conducted “in a good spirit” and 
that they had “achieved remark- 
able progress.” 

Mr. Jabir, a member of foe 
government delegation, said the 


of Mr. Akol broke away from l foe 
mainstream movement headed by 
John Garang. . 

Colonel Garang’s faction, ac- 
cuses the “united faction or 
fighting against it alongside gov- 
ernment troops. It also alleges 
Khartoum has been supplying it 
with aims. 

The joint committee hoped to 
issue a “Fashoda peace charter,” 
said Mr. Jabar, adding that both 
parties to the talks were con- 
vinced that “peace should be 
sought from within the Upper 
Nile.” 

The two sides agreed to work 
to overcome disagreements that 
surfaced during talks between re- 
bels «n<t foe government in peace 
t*iw in foe Kenyan capital Nairo- 
bi in May. 

They farther agreed to guaran- 
tee safety of Nile River barges for 
delivery of food to the area. 

Accor din g to the newspaper 
report, foe meeting was hosted bv 
foe new chieftain of the Shumk 
tribe. M. Akol is a Sbuluk, one 
of foe Nilotic tribes of southern 
Sudan. 


Lottery winner* 

collect $11lm prize 



Carter In Khartoum 


two sides had agreed to set up a 
, with five 


10 -member committee, 
representatives from each side, to 
organise efforts for peace and 
relief in foe Upper (file area. 

The meeting is likely to rekin- 
dle foe controversy within the 
cot 4 sow* foe “nnhed faction” 


News of foe talks came as 
former U.S. President Jimmy 
Ca rter arrived in Khartoum to 
rrmrin ne his attempts to mediate 
in foe dvfl war between southern- 
based rebels and foe government 
M. Carter told reporters he 
had come to Sudan for talks with 
both “leaders of the Islamic 
movement and government offi- 
cials” to discuss peace efforts and 
safe delivery of relief to refugees 
in southern Sudan. 


The former U.S. president ar- 
rived from Nairobi, where he, had 
talks with Col. Garang’s faction 
of the SPLA. 


U.S. Congress panel wants 
Sudan on ‘terrorist 9 list 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
U.S. House of Representatives 
subcommittee has approved a re- 
solution urging foe United States 
to place Sudan on its fist of states 
that support “international ter- 


rorism. 


vr 

The rtfclution approved far the 
Foreign Affairs Sub- 


House 

committee on Africa also calls on 
foe United Nations to impose an 
arms embargo on Sudan and to 
establish safe havens for victims 
of Sudan’s civil war and famine. 

C ong ress m an Harry Johnston, 
chairman of the Africa sub- 
committee, who recently re- 
turned from a vist to southern 
Sudan, spoke about the resolu- 
tion, House Concurrent Resolu- 
tion 131, during an Aug. 4 bear- 
ing. 

“An entire generation of 
southern Sudanese is being wiped 
out in one of die world’s most 
neglected dvfl wars. Children 
caught between the bloody dvfl 
war and a devastating famine are 
dying by foe hundreds each day in 
part because of the indifference 
of foe international community,” 
M. Johnston, a Democrat from 
Florida, said. 

‘‘In Somalia 300,000 people 
had to die before foe internation- 
al community acted. We cannot 
afford to once again ignore foe 
plight of the helpless. I say 
enough is enough. It is lime to 
act.” ' 

“House Concurrent Resolution 


131 clearly and fotceaWy express- 
es th» sense of the Congress 
regarding foe situation in Sudan. 
In less than 48 hours, this resolu- 
tion reodved dose to 40 original 
co-sponsors," Mr. Johnston 
pointed out. 

■ Representative Dan Burton of 
Indiana, the ranking Republican 
member of the Africa sub- 
committee said die resolution “is 
foe result of an outstanding bipar- 
tisan effort” 

“The veritable genocide 
carried out by the government 
Sudan against foe people of the 
south must be stopped,” M. 
Buxton said. “It is time to get 
tougher” with the Khartoum gov- 
ernment,” he added “and 1 be- 
lieve... tins resolution is a good 
start” 


“I hope that Khartoum gets foe 
message... We are determined to 
save foe people of southern 
Sudan from the inhuman suffer- 
ing inflicted upon them. Let us be 
very dear about one thing. Hie 
blame for that suffering rests 
on the shoulders of the 
regime,” Mr. Burton 

said. 

The non-binding resolution 
now goes to foe full Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and .then to 
foe full H ouse of Representatives 
for consideration. Further action 

on the resolution is expected after 

the summer recess, in mid- 
September. 


FOND DU LAC, Wi 
(AP) — Leslie C. -Rob ins , 
turned Friday to foe supermarket^ 
where he bought a record 
million lottery ticket, pidang 
ceremonial check 
$55,620,231.55 while his 
did the same. They said 
would keep their jobs and 
hope — their values. About 
people waved and took picti 
as Robins and Colleen Devries 
be dressed in shorts and foe 
blue jeans — arrived at foe 
try Supermarket for the 
mony. “Obviously our lives 
going to change,” Robi ns sa i&at;? 
a news conference afterwaink£|^ 
“Our lifestyle may change; 
we hope to keep our values " ' 
same. Both said they mten&trp 
continue their careers. He 
teacher and she 



English teacher ana she is^a ^.1 
muse. The payoff from a Powct- C. 
ball Lottery drawing July 7 
largest sum for a lone ticket ;, 
holder in the history of 
lotteries. Robins delayed cashhijp;^ 
it, however, until he was assured^- " 
that the lottery would issue 
rate checks to him and his fian^ '-j 
cee, who have lived together ; 
two years. Dane County Circuit?'::''. 
Judge Gerald Nichol granted 
wish Thursday. Even split in half 
foe jackpot for each of them^^; 
larger than the previous lanetiitv^ 
lottery prize in U.S. histora 
to an individual. A Florida^ 
woman won $55.16 million ia;_ _ 
1989 drawing. Friday’s checks are , 
just for show. Robins, 30, and;- 
Devries, 24, will share foe money 
in eqnal installm ents — minus 7 - - r 
what the tax collector gets — for - 
foe next 20 years. 




Attackers film 
rape of maid 


NICOSIA (AFP) — A 25-year- 
old Sri Lankan maid was raped by 
two men in her house here while 
a third man filmed foe scene and 
a woman took photographs, 
police said Friday. They said the 
maid was alone in her employers’ .. 
house on Thursday when three 
men 'and a woman came in, 
awtyfcig they were friends of the^-. 
owneis. But they threatened her'*' 
with a knife and stripped her " 
while two of the men took turnr - 
in raping her. Hie other man and - 
a woman filmed and took photo- 
iphs of foe attack. Before 
ring foe attackers tied her up - 
and gagged foe unnamed Sri 
lankan maid. Police said the’ a 
woman, who is in a state' of, 9 
shock, was recovering in hospit&Ltik 
“In over 30 years of police < — 
nee I never imaeined son, 


* 


never imagined 

like this could happen,” Nicosia’s 
Police Criminal lntefli 


telligence De- 
partment head Nathanael 
Papageoigiou said. 


Jailed Britons not convicted 
of adultery — UAE lawyer 


DUBAI (R) — Two Britons sent- 
enced in the Emirate of Sharjah 
to (me year's imprisonment for 
cohabitation were just sharing a 
house and were not convicted of 
adultery, their lawyer said Fri- 
day. 

Hafez * Tafaboub said Peter 
Wade, 41, and Yvonne Camp- 
bell, 37, both denied adultery in 
court and were convicted only of 
living in the same bouse while 
Yvonne- was still married to 
another man, Kenneth Campbell. 

British newspapers have de- 
scribed the woman as Peter’s 
common-law wife and diplomats 
said she now preferred to be 
known as Wade rather than 
CaumbdL 

Mr. Tahboub said foe applied 
for a divorce from Mr. Campbell 
earlier • this year but was still 
known as Yvonne Campbell. 

“Islamic law says that adultery 
can only be punished if both 
parties admit to it in front of a 
judge or if four witnesses saw foe 
two having sexual relations,” Mr. 
Tahboub added. 


be 


He told Reuters an 
against the sentence 
beard in 10 days, 

Yvonne Campbell and her four 
children, aged between two’ 
months and 10 years old, were 
released on bad Thursday on 
condition she stayed nearby 
pending the appeal, he said. Mr. 
Tahboub said he expected Peter 
Wade to be released on bail 
imminently. 

“She filed a case for divorce 
because Mr. Campbell didn't pay 


foe rent on the house or pay for 
the children... foe had no money 
because be left for Oman to go 
and work," foe lawyer said. 

“Peter Wade was a friend and 
he and others suggested she went 
and lived with him,” he' added. 

Mr. Tahboub said that when 
she filed for divorce, Mr. Camp- 
bell “went to the police and 
claimed that foe was living with 
someone else and was pregnant 
with his (Wade's) baby.” 

He said foe had earlier confes- 
sed to police that sbe committed 
adultery with Peter Wade “be- 
cause foe thought foe could get 
her divorce more quickly.” 

She retracted the confession in 
court, be added. 

Mr. Tahboub said Yvonne, 
who spent two nights in prison, 
had asked for her children to be 
with her m jail because foe feared 

Lxxal officials said they were 
Stopnsed at what they called a 
British media ontcry” over the 
affair. British newspapers have 
flown reporters out to Shariah to 
cover foe case. 

“We don’t see any cause for all 
thu nose... foreign diplomatic 
and consular missions which take 
care of their citizens' rights 
should respect foe laws of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) ” 
the newspaper A1 Khaleej quoted 
a Justice Ministry official « 
saying. 

^ AE ’ s is fair 

and rally independent and we do 
not think that this noise will 
“Wiper foe judicial process,” he 


Nitrogen dominates 
Pluto’s atmosphere 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — Sci- 
entists have discovered that Pluto 
is covered with ice that is 98 per 
cent nitrogen which probaoly 
produces an atmosphere that u 
mostly nitrogen gas rather than 
methane as previously believed, 
NASA announced Friday. It was . 
the first tune -that nitrogen was . # 
clearly detected on foe distant A ; . 
planet, located some 4.8 billion * 
kflometres (three billion mflesj 
from Earth, according to Nation- ‘ 
al Aeronautics and Space Admi- - 
nitration (NASA) officials. Car- 
bon monoxide was also detected 
for tbe first time. Methane was 
°p Pluto’s surface in 
1976. Rather than methane as 
previoroly thought, it appears 
mat frozen nitrogen dominates 
the surface,” said Ted Roush 
with NASA’s Ames Research' 
^ntre in California. The 
observations were made in • 
Hawan with a new instrument on 
Kingdom Infrared 
Telescope in May 1992. Accord- 
to researchers, the discovery 
J neans that foe thin atmospheric 
ayer around Pluto is ma^rhost- ; 
2 J? f ,! 2 I ? 8en .’ a wlonrless, odor- 
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